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Come Holy Spirit, We Need You!   
The Holy Spirit in the Old Testament:  Part 1 

Key Scripture: 

“IN THE beginning God (prepared, formed, fashioned, and) created the heavens and  
the earth. The earth was without form and an empty waste, and darkness was upon  
the face of the very great deep. The Spirit of God was moving (hovering, brooding)  
over the face of the waters.” Genesis 1:1-2 (AMP) 

 
Portion for the Journey 

Every child in Sunday school can tell you about Jesus’s life on earth, from the tiny infant born in the 
manager to our precious savior who died on the cross for us.  We are taught to place our trust in Him 
and to long for His return.  Most of us have a very limited understanding of the Person and work of the 
Holy Spirit even though apart from Him none of us would be saved.  We can know nothing of the Father, 
Jesus or His Word unless it is revealed to us by His Holy Spirit.  It is the Holy Spirit’s personal operation in 
our lives that leads us to salvation and His keeping us every moment until He brings us into the heavenly 
kingdom.  Lord, open our hearts to know and understand the work of Your Holy Spirit in our lives.  Give 
us greater faith as the reality of Your Spirit penetrates our heart, mind and spirit!  1 Cor. 1-2; esp. 2:10-
13, John 14:26. 

It is important for us to have a right apprehension of the Holy Spirit, the third person of the Trinity of the 
God we love and worship.  The Holy Spirit is worthy of all of our honor, trust, love and obedience.  He is 
not an impersonal breath, influence or quality. He is not just a source of power or energy.  The Holy 
Spirit has all of the divine attributes of the Father and the Son.  He is a divine person with a will, 
intelligence, tremendous power and love for His children.  He is omnipresent, all-knowing and all 
powerful.  Jesus referred to Him as the Paraclete, which is a title meaning Helper,  Comforter and 
Advocate.  Let’s take a walk through the Scripture and seek what the Word has to teach us about the 
Holy Spirit. 

Holy Spirit’s work in Creation:  In the beginning, the Holy Spirit is revealed as a giver of life and a 
nurturer.   Genesis 1:1-4 says, “In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth.  The earth was 
“formless” (a desolation lying in waste, a deserted and worthless thing filled with confusion and 
emptiness, barren, formless, lifeless) and “void” (an empty indistinguishable ruin, a space unfilled, 
unoccupied, like a vacuum) and darkness was over the surface of the deep, and the Spirit of God was 
“moving” or “hovering”  (merachepheth: pictures the brooding action of a mother dove who nestles her 
eggs and keeps them warm until they hatch and then continues hovering over her nest of young to bring 
them to maturity, developing and protecting early life) over the surface of the waters.”  Do you notice 
how much the condition the earth describes each of our lives prior to our receiving His life within us?   
Gen. 1:1-4; Ps. 91:4; Isa. 31:5 

In the creation of man, the Holy Spirit is revealed as the Breath of God, breathing His life into Adam and 
causing him to become a living being.  The word “ruan” (7307) used in Genesis 1, means literally ‘spirit, 
wind, and breath.  Strong’s said it refers to the spirit of a rational being both in expression and function.  
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The Holy Spirit who was sent to dwell within us is the one who has life-giving and life sustaining power!  
Gen. 2:7; Job 33:4; Job 27:3, Rev. 11:11; Isa. 40:7; Ps. 18:15; Rom. 8:2 

The Holy Spirit is often referred to as the ‘finger of God’ or the “hand of God.”  He is the one who 
carried out God’s will upon the earth and who moves upon the hearts of men and women to come into 
conformity with God’s Word.  In his book, “The Names of the Holy Spirit” by Elmer Towns, he states, 
“Just as an artist uses hands or fingers in creating a painting or beautiful piece of pottery, so the finger 
of God or the hand of God is a reference to the creative nature of the Holy Spirit that adds beauty, scope 
and dimension to the world…He creates life, brings matter into existence, shapes the heavens and gives 
beauty and form to the earth.  The beauty and design of all creation is attributed to the work of the Holy 
Spirit along with the Father and the Son.  2 Chron. 30:12; Luke 11:20; Ezek. 8:1; Job 12:9-10; Ps. 95:5; Ps. 
119:73; Isa. 41:18-20, Ps. 92:4; 1 Pet. 5:6;  Job 26:13; Ps. 19:1; John 16:14; Ps. 104:29-30; Ps. 33:6; 
Eccles. 11:5 (AMP); Ps. 139 

Noah and the dove:  The dove is so linked with the picture of the Holy Spirit.  Note that Noah first sent 
out a Raven.  These are scavenger birds who life off from dead and rotting flesh.   The raven did not 
return to the ark when it was sent out.  The dove on the other hand, being a clean bird could find no 
place to land and she returned to the ark.  When the dove returned, she brought an olive branch, the 
sacred symbol for peace.  The olive was the sacred fruit for priestly ministry.  The crushed olives 
produced the anointing oil for kings and priests.   

God filled the craftsmen and workers with His Spirit of wisdom, knowledge and workmanship in the 
building of the tabernacle and making of the priests garments.   Bezalel Ex. 28:3, 31:1-11; 35:31   

Oil is a symbol of the Holy Spirit.  Christ means literally the “Anointed One,” a name for Jesus 
prophesied of in the Old Testament.  The word “anoint” means to rub with oil, to consecrate or set apart 
for a particular purpose.  A Shepherd anointed His Sheep with oil to protect them from pestilence and 
heal their wounds.  (Ps. 23:5)  The use of anointing oil in the Old Testament is a very real picture of the 
work of the Holy Spirit upon not only Jesus, but His children.  If we are to use anointing oil, we need to 
understand its deep and sacred purpose.  Oil is a beautiful symbol of the cross and the power of the 
Spirit in our lives.  Note in the Old Testament, the Oil was applied only where the blood had already 
been applied (Lev. 14:28;15-28; 26-29).   Hence the Holy Spirit, anoints those who have first responded 
to the blood of Jesus and His death on the cross.   Note characteristics and functions of the anointing oil:  
Ps. 28:8; 84:9; 89:38; 89:51; 92:10; 104:15; Isa. 9:1-7; 11:1-5; 61:1-3; Jer. 31:12; Joel 2:19; 2:24; Gen. 
18:18: 31:13; 35:14; Lev. 2:2, 16; 6:15,21; Ex. 30:26a-31; Ex. 40:10; Lev. 8:11; Num. 7:1,10,84,88; Num. 
4:16; Jud. 9:8,15; 1 Sam. 9:16 

Holy Spirit’s work in man in the Old Testament:  The Word says ‘The path of the righteous grows 
brighter and brighter until the coming of full day.”  In the Old Testament, God did not clearly reveal 
Himself or His plans.  His revelation is progressive.  The Old Testament was a time of preparation and 
promise.  The Word reveals the Holy Spirit working upon men for the glory of God throughout the Old 
Testament. The Spirit spoke through the prophets and came upon those speaking or acting on behalf of 
God for His set purposes.  The Spirit was more sparingly imparted. It was less common for the Spirit to 
enter and remain in a person, instead He would come upon them to perform a specific function or 
command.  The Word says that a certain portion of the Spirit was given (Elijah and Elisha received a 
double portion.  John 3:34 says “For He whom God has sent speaks the words for God, for He gives the 
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Spirit [not sparingly] without measure.”     1 Peter 1:11; Num. 11:17; 27:18; Deut 34:9; Neh. 9:20; Isa 
63:11-14 

Digging Deeper in the Word:   Look up the following passages and note the work of the Spirit in 
these lives:  

Abraham:  Gen. 20:6 

Joseph Gen. 41:38 

Moses:  Spirit by which to lead (Num. 11:17,25,29) 

Joshua & Caleb:  Num. 27:18; 14:24; Deut. 34:9 (Note Joshua received Spirit by laying on of hands from 
Moses.  Caleb had a different spirit from those who lacked faith to enter the Promised Land. ) 

Samson:  Judges 13:25; 14:6,19; 15:14 

The Spirit would come upon those who were not consecrated for His purposes:  Balaam Num 24:2; Cyrus 
Ezra 1:1, 1:5; Saul:  1 Sam. 10:6,10; 11:6; 16:13,14; 19:20, 2 Sam. 23:2; 1 Ki. 18:12; 2 Ki. 2:9, 15, 16 

Passages that deal with the work of the Holy Spirit through the Old Testament. Psalm 139:7; Psalm 
51:11; Psalm 143:10; Psalm 116:10, 2 Cor. 4:13; Proverbs 1:23  

The Old Testament pointed to Jesus, the Messiah, the Anointed One.  The prophets foretold the Spirit 
that would be upon the Messiah:  Isa. 9:2; 42:1; 44:3; 59:19-21; Ezek. 2:2-4; 8:3; 11:24; Isa. 61:1,2; 1 
Sam. 2:35; Ps. 2:2; 132:17; Lam 4:20; Dan. 9:25-26;  

The Old Testament prophesied the outpouring of God’s Spirit within us.  Prophesies of the future 
outpouring of the Spirit were given to mark a new era of the Spirit’s work among men.  Joel 2:28, 29; 
Ezek. 11:5,19: Ezek. 36:25-27: Isa. 55:1 

 

What is the Lord speaking to your heart? 

 

 

 

Response to the LORD: 


