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Tools for the Journey:  Using Strong’s Concordance &Dictionary:    
 
To really plumb the depths and understand a verse, it helps to know meanings of key words in the 
original Hebrew or Greek language.  Since the Bible was written in a different time and culture the 
original word often carries a different or far richer meaning than we expect.  One of the simplest tools to 
use to enhance our study and meditation is the Strong’s Concordance.  This is a list of all of the words in 
the Bible in their immediate contexts.  James Strong meticulously developed his concordance almost a 
century ago and recorded every word in the Bible and its verse by verse location.  He assigned a number 
to each word to link it to a Hebrew-Greek word in Dictionary in the back of the concordance.  The 
definition of the original word used in the Hebrew (Old Testament) or Greek (New Testament) is given.  
 

A concordance is useful to find a verse you are looking for, locate other references where the same 
word is used, see how many different words are translated the same way, and look up the meaning of 
these words in the dictionary at the back of the concordance. 
 

If you are considering purchasing a Strong’s Concordance, make sure it is the same translation as the 
Bible version you are using because the English words often vary from one translation to another.  Also 
look for a “Strong’s Exhaustive Concordance with Hebrew and Greek Lexicon” because some Strong’s 
Concordances do not include the dictionary.  There are a number of web sites that provide free access 
to Strong’s Bible study tools, such as www.biblestudytools.com.  There are also some wonderful apps 
that can be downloaded that also have the Strong’s Concordance.  My favorites are the Blue Letter Bible 
and The Hub which have a wealth of additional materials. 
 

There are times when you think you understand the meaning of a specific word used in a verse, but our 
modern usage may no longer have the same meaning as when the Bible was written so long ago.  In 
addition to clarifying the meaning of the word, we will receive a broader understanding of how to apply 
the word in our lives.   
  
Example:  What do you think of when you think of someone who is described as virtuous?  A modern 
dictionary defines virtuous as “morally good, having a high standard of moral excellence.”    Use the 
Strong’s to find the Strong’s number and definition for the word “virtuous” used in Proverbs 31:10 (KJV)   

“Who can find a virtuous woman? for her price is far above rubies. “ 
 

1. Go to the Strong’s Dictionary and turn to the v’s and find the word “virtuous.”   
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2. Now look down the list “virtuous” of references until you find the one that is for Proverbs 31:10.  
You will see a portion of the verse where the word is used.  Sometimes there are more than one 
Hebrew or Greek words that are translated into the same English word, but have different 
meanings!   

 

3. When you have located the word, look at the number in the right column.  If the same number 
is used over and over, they will use a set of quotes (“) indicating it is the same number used 
above.  In that case, look at the number that was used above it.  Jot down this number in your 
notes so you can remember it while you look for the definition.  The Strong’s # for this word is 
2428. 

 

4. Now, turn to the back of your Strong’s Concordance, and you will see two sections with 
Lexicons.  The first section is for the OLD TESTAMENT which is in Hebrew.  NEW TESTAMENT is 
Greek.  Strong’s numbers are in numerical order.  Since this word is in the Old Testament, make 
sure that you are looking in the Hebrew section of numbers.  

 

5. Find the number 2428 that you wrote down for ‘virtuous.’  The actual definition in the Strong’s 
Concordance reflects the Hebrew and holds a depth meaning that has been lost through the 
space of time and different languages and cultures.  Most dictionaries tend to be updated 
regularly to reflect current usage of a particular word. It provides us with understanding that 
cannot be gained from a regular dictionary.  In this case, you will notice that the word which is 
translated “virtuous” has a far different meaning than one would anticipate.  It is actually used 
most often in reference to soldiers or an army.  It speaks of their strength and valor in warfare.  
Consider how this meaning will influence your understanding of the verse in Proverbs 31:10.  

 

 

6. When looking at the definition note whether it says the word is a prim. root (primitive root) or if 
it gives you a second number.  In this case, it says, “from 2342.”  You can look up the definition 
from that word, too, because it will tell you the root word from which the word “chayil” is 
derived.  In 2342, the root word is chiyl, kheel; a primitive root; properly to twist or whirl (in a 
circular or spiral manner), i.e. (specific) to dance, to writhe in pain (especially of parturition) or 
fear; figurative to wait, to pervert :- bear, (make to) bring forth, (make to) calve, dance, drive 
away, fall grievously (with pain), fear, form, great, grieve, (be) grievous, hope, look, make, be in 
pain, be much (sore) pained, rest, shake, shapen, (be) sorrow (-ful), stay, tarry, travail (with 
pain), tremble, trust, wait carefully (patiently), be wounded. 

 

7. To further study this particular word and understand the context in which it is used, one can 
search for other places in the Bible where Strong’s #2428 “chayil” is used.  Your Strong’s 
Concordance will only show you the list where it is translated “virtuous” but your definition will 
give you many other English words which also use #2428 “chayil.” 

 
8. It is helpful to write the key words in the definition in the margin of your study Bible for future 

reference if you have room. 
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Walk through what you have learned:  Word Study:  Teach Me Your Ways 

 Turn to the W’s and find the word “way.”   
 

 Now look down the list of references until you find the one that is for Exodus 33:13. It 
will quote a portion of the verse where the word is used. 

 
 When you have located it, you will see a number in the right column.  What is the 

Strong’s number for this particular word?  
 

 Now, turn to the back of your Strong’s Concordance, and you will see two sections with 
Lexicons.  The numbers that Strong coded all of the words too are in numerical order.  
Since this word is in the Old Testament, make sure that you are looking in the Hebrew 
section of numbers. Find the number that you wrote down for ‘way.’  Write the 
definition of the word below:   
 

 You may want to look at other passages that use this same word to gain added insight. 


