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Shout Grace to Your Mountain 
Part 1:  Shouts of Grace 

Key Scripture: 
 
"This is the word of the LORD to Zerubbabel saying, ' Not by might nor by power, but by My Spirit,' says 
the LORD of hosts. 'What are you, O great mountain? Before Zerubbabel you will become a plain; and he 
will bring forth the top stone with shouts of "Grace, grace to it!" Zechariah 4:5-7 (NASB77) 

Portion for the Journey: 
 

No one could fault Zerubbabel or the other settlers for their hard work and diligence while attempting 
to rebuild Jerusalem and the LORD’S Temple.  They worked until they couldn’t work any longer, 
constantly confronted with obstacles and discouragement, they had finally stopped in defeat.  I believe 
God wanted them to come to this point, so they would realize their own efforts were never going to be 
up to the task.  He explains it is not by “might” or by “power” but by His Spirit that the work would be 
completed.  What was Zerubbabel to do?  He was to shout “Grace, Grace” to the mountain.  God 
promised him the work would be completed and that mountain of obstacles would become as flat as 
the plains.  If you’ve ever been to North Dakota, South Dakota or Nebraska !     

“What are you, O great mountain?”  Mountains represent obstacles, warfare, hindrances and all 
humanly insurmountable problems that we face in our lives.  Mountains can even represent the 
discouragement and life events that have aligned themselves to prevent us from walking in all the 
fullness of God’s plans for our lives or for fulfilling God’s calling.  What are the mountains that stand as 
obstacles in your path?  We need to ask the LORD to see at our mountain from God’s vantage point with 
the eyes of faith and ask again, “What are you really, O great mountain?”  Are you really the obstacle I 
thought you were in light of God’s power and grace is sufficient for me?  We need to ask the LORD to 
give us faith in His ability and willingness to accomplish what concerns us through His grace.  His grace is 
sufficient.  Grace is always linked with faith and rest from our own efforts.  This passage gives us insight 
into the truth that nothing is impossible to God but His choice is to work through His people as they put 
their faith and trust in Him.   

In Matthew 17:20, Jesus spoke to His disciples regarding the mountains with a promise as well:  “…for 
truly, I say to you, if you have faith the size of a mustard seed, you will say to this mountain, “move from 
here to there;’ and it will move; and NOTHING WILL BE IMPOSSIBLE TO YOU.”  Jesus said it was because 
of our unbelief [translated littleness of faith, weakness or smallness of faith, not absence] that we do 
not see Him moving our mountains.  Unbelief imposes limits on our faith through fear, misinformation 
and deception.  Jesus demonstrated to His disciples the power and authority that came through our 
speaking to situations in Mark 11:12-14, 20-24.  Jesus saw the fig tree that was in leaf but did not have 
any fruit.  Seeing I had not produced figs, He said to it, “May no one ever eat fruit from you again!”  
NOTE:  He spoke directly to the tree itself.  Did He want that fruit so bad that He would curse the tree 
because it had no figs?  Vs. 13 says it was not the season for figs, so He had no reason to be 
disappointed that it was not producing fruit.  But it says,  “And the disciples were listening.”  This was a 
lesson!  vs 20  we are told that as they were passing by in the morning, they saw the fig tree withered 
from the roots up.  Being reminded, Peter said to Him, “Rabbi, look, the fig tree which You cursed has 
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withered.”  And Jesus answered him, “Have faith in God.  Truly, I say to you, whoever says to this 
mountain, “be taken up and cast into the sea, and does not doubt in his heart, but believes that what he 
says is going to happen, it will be granted him.”  V. 22-23 

Digging Deeper in the Word: 

Zechariah 4:5-7:  The people of Israel had been in taken into exile and held captive in Babylon for 
seventy years.  An entire generation had lived and died in this time of God’s judgment.  Zerubbabel’s 
very name means, “Born in Babylon.”  He was a contemporary of Haggai, Ezra and Nehemiah so we 
know a lot about the conditions in Jerusalem at this time.  He was a prince, royal heir to the throne of 
Judah.  He is in the royal lineage of Jesus Christ.  Many see him as a type of Christ.  Zerubbabel and 
Joshua led approximately 50,000 of the poorer Jewish captives back to Jerusalem with the task of 
rebuilding the Jerusalem, often called the “City of God”.  For about twelve years, the work of rebuilding 
was choked by opposition and discouragement.  The obstacles seemed to be insurmountable.   There 
was so much rubble!   The Word says the people of the land weakened the hands of the people of 
Judah, troubled them in the building and hired counsellors to frustrate their purpose.  The lies of the 
enemy even caused the king to write an edict to stop building the temple.  The mountain seemed 
insurmountable and the work had come to a standstill.   

The book of Zechariah begins with the Word of the LORD, calling the people to repent of their lethargy 
and complete the unfinished task of rebuilding the temple. God continues to speak words of comfort 
and encouragement with promises of His love and protection.   God’s message to Zerubbabel should 
encourage us all.  The condition of Jerusalem has so many parallels to the present Church, overcome 
with paralysis  

The LORD of Hosts assures him that this work will be completed and gives him a clear understanding 
that it cannot be done by human effort but by His Spirit.  When we rely on our own efforts, we will fail 
but when we rely upon the LORD we will see the completion of His purposes.   

1) This work will not be completed by might (Strong’s #2428+ chayil) which means military 
might or human strength 

2)  The work would not be completed by power (the authority of the secular arm of government 
or human endeavor)  

2)  …but by God’s Spirit (providence, authority, power and energy of the Most High).  The Holy 
Spirit would remove every obstacle so work would be completed.   Matt. 1:12; Ezra 4:1-5 (KJV)  

God clearly establishes that His Spirit and His Spirit alone will complete the work, but He does it in 
cooperation with the faith and obedience of His children.  He does not call us to work at all but to allow 
His grace to work through us in obedience and trust.  He gives us His Word and promises, we respond in 
faith, pray and obey His instructions.  There is tremendous rest in relying on His promises through grace!   

Zechariah is an Old Testament book filled with a revelation of God’s grace.  God directs Zechariah to “say 
to them…”  

 “Return to Me, declares the LORD of Hosts, that I may return to you.” v.3 
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 “The LORD answered the angel who was speaking with me with gracious words, comforting 
words.”  v.13 

 “I will return to Jerusalem with compassion.” v. 16 
 “My cities will again overflow with prosperity and the LORD will again comfort Zion and again 

choose Jerusalem.”  v. 17  

It is easy to see how this scenario compares to our times and the building of His Church, His Bride.  The 
Church is filled with rubble and the workers are discouraged and worn out.   In the last days Satan will 
especially seek to wear out the Saints.  God’s promise and His ways remain the same.  Let these words 
of the LORD encourage and strengthen our hearts.  We have authority to speak to the mountains and 
watch to see what the LORD will do!  Shout grace to the mountains standing in front of you!  Take your 
stand and see what God will do! 

What is the LORD speaking to you? 

 

 

 

 

What is your response to the LORD? 

 
 


