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Prayer for the Church 
 
“And He gave some as apostles, and some as prophets, and some as evangelists, and some as pastors and 
teachers, for the equipping of the saints for the work of service, to the building up of the body of Christ; 
until we all attain to the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to a mature man, to the 
measure of the stature which belongs to the fullness of Christ.”    Eph. 4:11-13 
 
 Pray for revival within the Church (Rev. 3:2) that believers would cast off all that hinders, every 

encumbrance and sin and run with endurance the race that is set before us (Heb. 12:1,2, Matt. 5:48)  
Pray for an outpouring of the Holy Spirit’s conviction of sin, lukewarmness, compromise that will bring 
forth true repentance in the Body of Christ (Ps. 51, Zech. 12:10; 13:1-2)  

 Pray that the Church would humble herself and come to the Lord with an awareness of our incredible 
need for Him, confess our blindness and poor spiritual condition, and prevail upon Him to work within 
us that which is needful for revival to take place.  (Rev. 3:14-22) Pray for the Body of Christ to have a 
Biblical understanding of the concept of “church”.  Pray that walls of division amongst true believers 
will be torn down.  (John 17:21; Rom. 15:5,6; Eph. 4:1-6; Phil. 1:27,28; Phil. 2:2-4) 

 Pray for all leaders to have a clear vision of their purpose and calling.  Grant them a willingness to 
spend and be spent, after the model of Paul, that those in their care would be brought to a fullness of 
maturity.  (Acts. 20:24; Col. 4:17) Pray that leaders will have a father heart for their flock, rather than a 
tutor’s heart (1 Cor. 4:14-15; 2 Cor. 12:15; Acts 20:31-32; Col. 1:28)   

 Pray for the maturing and perfecting of the Body of Christ.  (1 Thes. 3:10; 2 Tim. 3:16-17) 
 Pray for a return to the first love relationship of intimacy with the LORD and zeal which so characterized 

the early Church and was exhibited through their constant prayer and evangelism.  (Rev. 2:4, 5; Acts 
1:14; 2:2,42-47)   

 Pray for a spirit of intercession to come upon the Church that will include prevailing, importune prayer 
(Isa. 62:6-7, 10) 

 Pray for the Holy Spirit to fill believers with a boldness to speak and witness as they ought.  That 
believers would stand firm in righteousness despite the cost.  Freedom from compromise. Boldness 
comes through prayer (Eph. 6:19; Ps. 138:3), the hope in the life of the minister (2 Cr. 3:12); filling with 
the Holy Spirit (Acts 4:13, 29, 31) and by seeing the examples of those who preach boldly despite 
persecution (Acts 14:3; 1 Thes. 2:2: Phil 1:14,19-20) 

 Pray for the Lord to raise up and perfect a flock of men (Ezek. 34:11-16; 36:37) who will come into 
positions of leadership and authority within their homes, churches and communities.  Pray for a release 
of the five-fold ministry within the Body of Christ (Titus 1:5; 1 Thes. 3:2; Rom. 1:11; Heb. 11:40) 

 Pray that believers would learn how to buy gold refined by fire, that we would learn righteousness and 
maturity through the trials and testing that are confronting the Church in this day (Rev. 3:18; Isa. 26:8-
9; 1 Pet. 5:10; James 1:2-4; Rom. 5:3-6) 

 Pray for the encouragement and strengthening of all believers, especially for those who are enduring 
persecution for the sake of Jesus Christ in whatever land they are living.  Pray for encouragement also 
for those who are in positions of leadership and authority within the Church (2 Sam. 22:33; Ps. 138:3; 
Ps. 27:14; Joshua 1:6,7,9; Isa. 40:28-41) 

 Pray for an outpouring of the spirit of love within the Body of Christ that is founded upon truth and 
understanding of God’s Word (Phil. 1:9-22; 1 John 1:17,18,23; John 15:13; John 21:15-17; 1 Cor. 13:1-8; 
1 Peter 1:22)
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Paul’s Prayers for the Church 
 

The great majority of the recorded prayers of the apostles issued from the heart of Paul, almost all of 
which were concise, inclusive prayers for the whole household of faith.  (Eph. 6:18; John 17:9) “By studying 
the prayers of these epistles and pondering them clause by clause we may learn more clearly the blessings 
we should desire for ourselves and others, what spiritual gifts and graces we most need to ask for.  The 
very fact that these prayers, inspired by the Holy Spirit, have been placed on permanent record in the 
sacred Volume intimates the particular favors which are to be sought and obtained from God.”  (Taken 
from “Gleanings from Paul:  Studies in the Prayers of the Apostle” by Arthur W. Pink.  Moody Press, 
Chicago, 1967) The list below is not complete but offers many model prayers for the Body of Christ.  Jesus’ 
prayer for the Church, John 17 is also an excellent model. 
 
Romans 1:8-12   Prayer of Thanksgiving and Encouragement 
Romans 15:5-7   Prayer for perseverance and unity of heart 
Romans 15:13   Prayer for Hope, Joy and Peace 
Romans 15:33   Prayer for Peace 
Romans 16:25-27  Prayer to be established in insight 
1 Cor. 1:4-7   Prayer for weaker brothers 
2 Cor. 1:3-5   Prayer concerning tribulation 
2 Cor. 13:14   Prayer in Affliction 
Eph. 1:3   Prayer and thanksgiving for all spiritual blessings 
Eph. 1:15-17   Prayer for Faith and knowledge 
Eph. 1:18   Prayer for Understanding 
Eph. 1:19-20   Prayer for Spiritual Apprehension  
Eph. 1:20   Prayer for Appreciation of Christ’s Triumph 
Eph. 1:20-23   Prayer of Adoration  
Eph. 3:14-16   Prayer for Inner Strength 
Eph. 3:17   Prayer for Christ Centeredness 
Eph. 3:18-21   Prayer for Comprehension of God’s love 
Eph. 3:20-21   Prayer of Doxology 
Phil 1:2-7   Prayer for grace and peace 
Phil. 1:8-10   Prayer for Discerning Love 
Phil. 1:11   Prayer for Fruits of Righteousness 
Col. 1:9-10   Prayer for a Worthy walk 
Col. 1:11-12   Prayer for Long Suffering 
Col. 1:11-12   Prayer for Joy and Thankfulness 
1 Thes. 3:11-13   Prayer for Brotherly Love 
1 Thes. 5:23-24   Prayer for Sanctification of Young Saints 
2 Thes. 1:11-12   Prayer for Persevering Grace:  Occasion and Importunity 
2 Thes. 1:11-12   Prayer for Persevering Grace:  Petition, Design & Accomplishment 
2 Thes 2:16-17   Prayer for Comfort and Stability 
2 Thes. 3:5   Prayer for Love toward God 
2 Thes. 3:5   Prayer for Patience 
1 Tim. 1:17; 6:15-16  Prayer of Worship 
Philemon 4-6   Paul’s Prayer for Philemon 
 
 


