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Lord, Make Me Desperate for You 
 

“Then he said to Him, “If Your presence does not go with us, 
do not lead us up from here.” 

Exodus 33:15 
 

Today’s Portion for the Journey: 
 

“Thus, the LORD used to speak to Moses face to face, just as a man speaks to his friend…”  (Ex. 33:11) 
 

There is much that we can learn from Moses and his relationship with the LORD.  In this passage we see 
that Moses spent time apart from the people to be alone with the LORD.  Even though the LORD met 
with him in the form of a pillar of cloud Moses did not take God’s presence and help for granted. Moses 
was aware of his inadequacy for the task God set before him and was desperate to secure God’s 
promise that His presence would lead the people into the Promised Land.  It is vital that we grasp the 
Truth that we are inadequate for any task the LORD sets before us because He wants us to depend upon 
Him.  2 Cor. 3:5-6 
 

It was a typical Sunday morning.  As the service closed, I tried to figure out what was missing…something 
was wrong.  Worship introduced several new popular songs, the message was relevant and the pastor 
was interesting and entertaining.  I know the new people appreciated his sense of humor which 
immediately made them feel comfortable. The service has been filled with a variety of activities…great 
video presentation by the short term missions group and a creative skit by the youth group.  The 
scriptures that were quoted appeared to be doctrinally sound.  Yet I found my heart aching and I sensed 
that something was terribly out of order.   As the people filed out of the service, I wondered if their 
deepest needs were being met…the young single mother with the autistic child, the teenager with track 
marks on his arm, the grieving widow alone for the first time in her life…the young girl with bruises on 
her face and arms.  Did the homeless man who came find the help he needs to make it another week on 
the streets?  But it must be OK, Isn’t that what the special focus groups are for? If God was not in our 
service how long would it be before we knew the difference? 
 

Andrew Murray, in his book “The Inner Life” describes a disease that kills the fruit trees in Africa.  It is a 
disease that attacks and destroys the roots of the tree.  On the surface, the tree looks healthy.  For some 
time, the part of the tree that one sees will continue on.  It will have green leaves and produce fruit, 
even though the source of its life has been cut off.  He likened these diseased trees to the Church that at 
a superficial level looks healthy and productive but which is slowly dying because the source of life and 
nourishment is cut off.   The source of life and nourishment is the firm root that is developed through a 
close personal relationship with Jesus, being dependent upon Him for everything that we do. 
 

In America, the Church is in grave danger and in many cases, we do not even know it.  We go on with 
business as usual and do not even realize that the presence of God is no longer in our midst!   It is not a 
disease infected by tradition or by modernization.  It is a disease of self-reliance and losing our first love 
desperation for God’s leading and guidance in all that we do.  The Bible says,       

 ``The heart is more deceitful than all else And is desperately sick;  
Who can understand it? 10 ``I, the LORD, search the heart,  

I test the mind, Even to give to each man according to his ways,  
According to the results of his deeds. Jer. 17:9-10 (NASB) 
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The close relationship that Moses had with the LORD is not meant to be an exception.  It is meant to be 
the normal Christian life!!  Jeremiah 23 offers a sobering warning to pastors who are not tending and 
feeding God’s flock. He describes the false shepherd as one as who speaks from their own imaginations 
or who steals words from one another.  The true shepherd stands in the presence of the Lord, to seek 
His Word and give heed to His Word and listens to Him.  The defining characteristic of a true shepherd is 
that he is one who has stood in God’s presence announced God’s Words to the people in order to turn 
them back from their evil ways and from the evil of their deeds.  He compares the dreams and 
prophecies of the false prophet to straw whereas the Word of God is like fire or a hammer that shatters 
rock.   
 
How many believers have started out dependent upon the LORD but then grew confident in their own 
abilities and their own strengths and gifts.  Gradually, the busy-ness of the ministry replaced the quiet 
place and it was presumed that God still overshadowed their work.  Like the frog who sits in a pot that is 
gradually being heated, they do not notice that they are dying -- more and more alone in their work.  To 
those in their congregations who have never known more, perhaps, the presence of the LORD will not 
even be missed.  Some prefer the comfortable predictability of business as usual rather than face the 
power and conviction of the Holy Spirit.  The Bible describes a time when people will not tolerate God’s 
Word but will prefer messages that “tickle their ears” by telling them what they want to hear. How does 
passion for God turn into a mere routine? How do the words that once broke our heart become so 
mundane that we speak them without feeling? 
 
As the most prosperous and free nation in the world, Americans have faced the least cost for being a 
Christian.  A comfortable environment can be deadly to faith. The world, for the most part, allows 
peaceful co-existence as long as we keep our faith quiet.  It also allows false faith to masquerade as the 
real thing very easily.  The comfort that we experience as Americans can easily rob us of our desperation 
for God.  If we are not aware of our desperate need for Him, we will not cry out to Him or seek Him with 
all of our hearts.   

 
As the deer pants for the water brooks, So my soul pants [longeth] for You, O God.  

My soul thirsts for God, for the living God; When shall I come and appear before God?  
My tears have been my food day and night, While they say to me all day long, "Where is your God?"  

These things I remember and I pour out my soul within me.  
For I used to go along with the throng and lead them in procession to the house of God,  

With the voice of joy and thanksgiving, a multitude keeping festival.  
Why are you in despair, O my soul? And why have you become disturbed within me? Hope in God, for I 

shall again praise Him For the help of His presence. Psalm 42:1-5 (NASB) 

 
Digging Deeper in the Word  
 

Meditate on the following passages and seek to apply what you learn personally, but also as a prayer 
strategy for pastors and other believers.  Read Exodus 32:30 -34:9.  Note the desperation Moses felt for 
God’s presence to go with Israel. What factors affected God’s decision of whether He would be with 
Israel or not?  Why did it make a difference whether God went with them Himself or if He sent an angel? 
 
Prayer Points for creating and maintaining a desperate heart:   
 
1. Humility:  “Now the man Moses was very humble, more than any man who was on the face of the 

earth.” (see Num 12:3, (NASB); Luke 18:9-14;1 Peter 5:6)   What is the definition of humility?  How 
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does humility increase our desperation for God?  Conversely, how does pride hinder our sense of 
desperation for God? 

 
2. Dependence: Pray for a sense of our total inadequacy to do anything apart from the LORD.  John 

15:5; John 5:19; Phil. 4:13 
 
3. God Hunger:  Pray for a desperation is borne out of a hunger for God that nothing else will satisfy.  

Jer. 19:13: Ps. 42:1-2; Ps. 27:4 
 

4. Need:  Pray for a sense of our true spiritual condition to be revealed apart from God.  Rev. 3:17,18; 
2 Chronicles 32:31 

 
5. Strength & Courage:  For the strength and courage to “arouse oneself” to press in draw close to 

God:  Hosea 6:3; Isa. 64:7  
 

6. Understanding of the Desperation of our Times to recognize that apart from Him we cannot make 
it.  1 Chron. 21:13; Ps. 142:6; Ps. 79:8; Lam. 2:11 
 
 
 

What is God Speaking to My Heart? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
My Response to God 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“This is the air I breathe, Your Holy presence, living in me, 
This is my daily bread, Your very Word, spoken to me, 
And I am desperate for You, I am lost without You!”   

 (“Breathe” by Michael W. Smith) 


