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Urgent Call to Prayer and Intercession 
Key Scripture: 

 “FIRST OF all, then, I admonish and urge that petitions, prayers, intercessions, and thanksgivings 
be offered on behalf of all men,  For kings and all who are in positions of authority or high 
responsibility, that [outwardly] we may pass a quiet and undisturbed life [and inwardly] a 
peaceable one in all godliness and reverence and seriousness in every way. For such [praying] is 
good and right, and [it is] pleasing and acceptable to God our Savior, Who wishes all men to be 
saved and [increasingly] to perceive and recognize and discern and know precisely and correctly 
the [divine] Truth”.                                                           1 Timothy 2:1-4 (AMP) 
 

Portion for the Journey: 

Emmanuel Ishmael was a tiny man, perhaps the size of the Apostle Paul!  He and his wife, together, 
probably did not weigh as much as one average American.  But when meeting this man and his wife, one 
had the sense you were meeting those who had walked in the presence the LORD for many years and 
whose ears were attuned to listening to His voice.  Emmanuel Ishmael was an evangelist and intercessor 
from India.  He was also the head of Intercessors for India.  Over the years, he and his wife had endured 
much persecution and hardship in India for the sake of the Gospel.  The LORD directed them to come to 
the United States with a message that was burning in his heart.  The LORD him to speak to no one until 
he first delivered this message in Iowa, considered to be the center of the United States and referred to 
as the Heartland.  And so, that is how this man and his wife came to speak to our small prayer groups in 
Denison and Ida Grove, Iowa on October 29, 1987.   As his message emerged, during the times he was 
teaching or just during conversation, it was clear he was speaking a word from the LORD that he needed 
to discharge.  If the message was urgent and timely then, it is even more urgent now, over thirty years 
later.  The notes that follow are taken from the message of Emmanuel Ishmael, October 29, 1987. 

WARNING PERSECUTION IS COMING!  PREPARE! 

Emmanuel Ishmael was charged by the LORD to call America to awaken from a spirit of complacency 
and to prepare for the days ahead when there will be persecution of believers in this land.  Having 
witnessed and experienced incredible persecution against Christian believers in India, he knew how 
poorly prepared Americans were when they will face the same persecution for their faith.   

 Pray for unity in families and for the salvation of unsaved spouses.  He was very burdened for 
marriages where the husband and wife were not walking in unity before the LORD.  He called 
women to pray deeply and have an intense burden for their unsaved or backslidden husbands.  
He said that unity in the family is of critical importance in the days ahead when persecution 
comes.  Those wives whose husbands are not saved suffer the most in times of persecution.  He 
warned that times of intense persecution are ahead for God’s people and unity of faith will help 
to bring us through.”  He shared that there were two family types in the Bible as revealed in Lot 
and Moses.  Lot’s family was not in unity and it was Lot’s fault they were not.  He had encamped 
at the outskirts of the city and retained one foot in the city and one foot in godliness.  This does 
not work. 
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 Pray for Christians to be prepared.  He said churches do not stand in times of persecution.  
Churches as institutions lose their effect, but the area of the Church that grows stronger are the 
in-home fellowships.  Because persecution is coming, he encourages intercessors to pray 
“preparation prayers” for the Body of Christ and he encourages churches to begin weaning their 
congregations from dependence upon the structure by beginning cell groups that meet within 
homes.  Matt. 13:21; Mark 4:17; Luke 8:13 
 

 Hide the Word in your heart.  Memorization of Scripture is also vital because during 
persecution, those who have a strong scriptural knowledge will stand and all others will fall.  
When persecution comes, Bibles are the first thing to be taken from us.  Do not think you will 
always have your Bible with you.   
 

 This is time to intercede for the Church to awaken.  Pray that we will be wise virgins filled with 
His Spirit and ready for His return.   
 

 The Work of the Cross is key and central to overcoming and enduring in times of persecution. 
The cross teaches us to be submissive to God and thus victorious in all persecution.  Violence is 
always a weapon used against God’s people.  Every Christian should do an in-depth study on the 
Cross and the Blood. 

THE IMPORTANCE OF INTERCESSION:  TEN POINTS WHY IT IS IMPORTANT AND URGENT TO PRAY  

Emmanuel Ishmael implored those who were listening to the great need for intercession.  The disciples 
asked Jesus not to teach them how to pray, but to teach them to pray!   He said that if we do not find 
fruit in our ministry, it is because we don’t follow the pattern of our Master in prayer.  There is a great 
need for intercession and it is a critical work of the Church to pray for all men, for kings and those in 
authority, but for all men to be saved and come to the knowledge of God.  To pray for ALL men is very 
important instruction to heed.  We need to seek the LORD to increase and strengthen the work you are 
doing in prayer.   

1.  God is commanding us to pray and intercede.  It is the exhortation of the Holy Spirit. (vs. 1) We must 
pray in accordance with those things He has shown to be a priority.  We are called to pray for the peace 
of Jerusalem, that we may prosper.  Disobedience to this command is a sin.  When we pray for 
Jerusalem we join with our LORD, who cried, “Oh, Jerusalem, oh Jerusalem…” with such concern for 
Israel, His elder son.  Pray for the Jews to be returned to Israel for then God will come for us. 

God’s order is for the Jews first and then the Gentiles.  God’s workings are in and through the lives of 
individuals, churches, cities and nations. We have lost the divine order when we don’t intercede for 
Israel and pray for their salvation.  Jeremiah 31 

2.  Priority should be given to prayer, for He says, “First of all, pray…”  and not last of all or least of all.  
Before you do anything, you must pray!  It is our Master’s method of working on earth.  Prayer is never 
to be an afterthought or last resort for Christians, this passage makes it clear that it is our highest 
priority.  We do many things for God.  We struggle.  We have lost God’s order, first of all to pray.  Prayer 
has too often been left to women, invalids, or those who were felt to be able to offer no other service to 
God.  Prayer is our most important task.  Early in the morning is the time we should begin praying— 
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“first of all,” before we do anything, we must pray.  It is our Master’s method of beginning the day.  We 
ought to intercede in the manner of the LORD. 

3.  Include “all men” in your intercession for He demands prayers be made for all men in your village, 
town, city, state or country.  Intercede for world missions.  (vs. 2) Plead with God to pour out the spirit 
of conviction.  God is pleading.  He sends out fishers (evangelists) and then hunters (persecutors).  The 
Church grows in times of persecution.   

4.  Intercede for all those who are in authority—in your home, Church or institution.  Give thanks to 
God for them and do not murmur against them (vs 2).  Pray for the father as the head of the home, the 
pastor as the head of the church.  Sometimes we resist the authority or leader, we murmur as the 
Israelites murmured and perished at the border of the Promised Land.  We create rumors and pass them 
on, we whisper and tell others’ faults.  We are never supposed to tell another of the fault of someone, 
we are called to intercede.  Instead, we should give thanks for them regardless of our circumstances.  In 
the case of Lazarus, the deaconess interceded and he was restored to life.  We are to follow in the steps 
of Jesus.  We must give thanks, when husbands and wives live without harmony, how can children be 
won to the LORD?  How can they pray of one accord if they are divided?  The devil is trying to divide us, 
we are to keep the Spirit of God in oneness and fellowship. 

5.   Prayer is the source and secret of our peaceable and quiet life in all godliness and honesty. (v2)   

6.  This is good and acceptable in the sight of God our Savior. (v3) We talk to people instead of talking 
to God about people.  At this time two thirds of the body of Christ is under persecution and suffering.  
Isn’t it our beauty to suffer for Christ?  In India, nominal Christians under persecution are going back to 
their false religions (Hinduism).   

7.  It is God’s ardent desire that all men be saved. (v4) How will they come to know the Good 
Shepherd?  They can know Him through our prayers. 

8.  God wants every person to come to know the truth. (v4) Jesus is the truth (John 14:6) 

9.  God wants you to join with His Son Jesus who is interceding at the right hand of the Father.  The 
Holy Spirit is interceding.  Jesus is interceding.   God shares a burden that is on His heart and it is our 
privilege to share that burden and join with Him to pray. (Rom. 8:26-27, 34; Heb. 7:25) 

10.  Your intercession can save souls as you join with Jesus Who ever lives to make intercession.  Do 
not give God rest from your prayers.  Be a watchman who seeks Him day and night until we see answers. 
(Heb. 7:25) 

Digging Deeper in the Word: 

1.  Read the Parable of the Ten Virgins in Matt. 25:1-13.   What differences characterized the wise 
(prudent) virgins from the foolish?   What factor prevented them from getting oil in their lamps?  What 
does prayer have to do with the oil in their lamps?  How does this compare to the message by 
Emmanuel Ishmael?  Will there be a time when it may be too late to pray? 

2.  Review the notes from Emmanuel Ishmael’s message.  What did he say that might change or affect 
how you are praying for yourself, your loved ones, the Church or nation?   
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3.  How can we remain faithful and persistent in the place of prayer and the vision God has given us?  
Hab. 2:1-3 

Prayer Directives from the Word of God 
By Emmanuel M. Ishmael 

Evangelist and Head of Intercessors for India, 1987 
 
 

1. Pray for the harvest.  Luke 10:2; Matthew 9:38 
 

2. Pray for national and local leaders of government.  1 Tim. 2:1-2 
 

3. Pray for all men that they would be saved.  1 Tim. 2:1-4 
 

4. Pray for Jerusalem that God will make it a praise on earth.  Isa. 62:7 
 

5. Pray that God will open doors for the ministry of the Word.  Colossians 4:3, 1 
Corinthians 16:9 

 
6. Pray for those who have persecuted and mistreated you.  Luke 6:28 

 
7. Pray that you would enter not into temptation.  Luke 22:40 

 
8. Pray that you may do no evil.  2 Cor. 13:7 

 
9. Pray that your love may abound more toward all people.  Philippians 1:9 

 
10. Pray that your whole spirit, mind and body be preserved blameless unto the coming of 

the LORD.  1 Thes. 5:23 
 

11. Pray for the fullness of the Holy Spirit.  Luke 11:13 
 

12. Pray that you may be able to interpret the speaking of tongues.  1 Cor. 14:23  
 

13. Pray for the peace of Jerusalem that God may prosper you.  Ps. 122:6 
 

14. Pray that we may lead a quiet life and peaceful lives.  1 Tim. 2:2-4.   
 

15. Pray that you may have the desires that God wants you to have.  Ps. 37:4; Mark 11:24 
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“These things are the will of God for you.” 
 

The Bible is the Word of God 
By E.M. Ishmael 

1987 
 

The Bible Declares:  
“All mankind is like grass and all its honor like the flower of grass.  The grass withers and the flower 
drops off.  But the Word of the Lord endures forever.”  1 Pet. 1:24-25 
 

The King David Confirms It:  
“How blessed is anyone who delights in the Law of the Lord and meditates upon it day and night.”  “This 
is my comfort and consolation in my affliction, that Your Word has revived me and given me life…Your 
word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my path.”  Ps. 1:1-2; 119:50; 105 

What is your determination? 
Can you get yourself involved in practicing, preaching and publishing this Word?  How much do you 
share in the distribution of the Word of God? 

Join with the Great Publishing Company: 
“The Lord gives the Word; great was the company of those that published it.”  Ps. 68:11 

Isn’t it exciting and thrilling news?  Are you in that great company?  There are few such publishing 
companies in the scriptures.  Look into the lists of those companies to see whether your name is found 
in any of them. 

1.  PUBLISHING THE LORD’S NAME: 

“Because I will publish the name of the LORD; ascribe ye greatness unto our God.”  Deut. 32:3 Moses, 
the mighty prophet of God, and this meekest man on earth spoke these words to all the congregation of 
Israel.  Read for yourself from verses one to four to understand why he determined to publish the name 
of the LORD.  When he realized the greatness of his God, how could he keep quiet but publish it?  He 
testifies, “He is the Rock, His work is perfect, for all His ways are just; a God of truth and without 
iniquity, just and right is He.”  vs.4 This is the reason why he shouted and sang before the multitudes.  
Many joined in his publishing company ever since Jesus, your Savior, claims that He is the way, the truth 
and the life.  John 14:6. If you truly have decided to follow Him, are you proclaiming, preaching or 
publishing His name through your life, lip, letter or literature?  See Acts 4:12.   

2.  PUBLISHING THE LORD’S WORD:   

The Psalmist testifies that the LORD gave Him the Word and many joined with him to publish it.  Notice 
in all his Psalms how many times he speaks of the Lord’s Word.  He declares that he who meditates 
upon the word of the LORD is a blessed man.  The Word is like honey to his tongue, light unto his path, 
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lamp unto his feet, and life to quicken him.  Psalm 119:103, 105, 107.  He could not live without it.  
Great was the company of those who joined him in publishing the Word of the Lord.  Peter, one of such  

a great company declares, “All flesh is as grass, and all the glory of man as the flower of grass.  The grass 
withers, and the flower thereof falls away; but the Word of the Lord endures forever.  And this is the 
word by which the Gospel is preached unto you.”  1 Peter 1:24, 25 Jesus cast out evil spirits and healed 
all sick people by His Word.  Matt. 8:16. He declares, “The words that I speak unto you, they are spirit, 
and they are life.”  John 6:63 Is your name found in this company? 

3.  PUBLISHING THE LORD’S PEACE: 

“How beautiful upon the mountains are the feet of him that brings good tidings, that publishes peace, 
that publishes the salvation of the LORD…”  Isa. 52:7 Is your name found in this company of publishers 
of peace and salvation of the LORD?  Isaiah prophesied that Jesus would be coming to this world to 
establish peace because He is the Prince of Peace.  Isa. 9:6 The angelic company proclaimed peace on 
earth when Jesus was born.  Luke 2:14 Jesus gave peace to His followers, John 14:27.  He came to save 
the sinners.  Luke 19:10 He alone can give peace because He is the Prince of Peace.  He alone can give 
eternal life because He is the Prince of Life.  Acts 3:15 The prophet could not describe how beautiful are 
the feet of those that publish the tidings of peace and salvation of the LORD.  If their feet are so 
beautiful, what about the other members of their bodies?  What a privilege!  What a reward!  Are you in 
this great company? 

4.  PUBLISHING THE LORD’S MIRACLE: 

The Lord Jesus touched a leper and healed him completely.  He also charged him to show himself in his 
congregation and not to tell anybody.  “But he went out and began to publish it much, and to blaze 
abroad this matter…”  Mark 1:45. Leprosy is an awful and loathsome disease.  People close their nose 
and turn their face when a leper appears in front of them.  Sin is worse than leprosy.  God hates it as 
people hate leprosy.  God hates it as people hate leprosy.  But Jesus touched and healed the leper.  How 
could the man be silent when such transformation took place in his life?  When Jesus cleansed your soul 
from sin by His precious blood, how can you shut your mouth but publish it everywhere?  Are you and 
your family members behind that cleansed leper? 
 
5.  PUBLISHING THE LORD’S COMING: 
 
“And the Gospel must first be published among all nations.”  Mark 13:10 Jesus commanded His 
followers that the Gospel of peace, salvation and second coming must be published before He returns.  
Matthew, one of His disciples, declares that after preaching this truth only that the end comes.  Matt. 
24:14. Are you one of those awaiting the return of the LORD Jesus, your King and Savior?  If so, are you 
proclaiming, preaching and publishing this exciting news to your neighbors?  Great is the company of 
those who publish it.  But is your name found in this huge company?  How much do you support such 
publishing agenda? 
 

--E.M. ISHMAEL   
 


