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Parable of the Sower:  Thorns 
Hindrances to the Fullness of Intimacy and Fruitfulness in God’s Word 

 
Key Scripture: 
 
“And the one on whom the seed was sown among the thorns, this is the man who hears the word (these 
are the ones who have heard the Word) and as they go on their way the worry of the world, the 
deceitfulness of riches, and the desire for other things or pleasures of this life enter in and choke the 
word and it becomes unfruitful or no fruit is brought to maturity.”   Composite:  “And others (seed) fell 
among the thorns, and the thorns came up and grew up with it and choked them out, and it yielded no 
crop.”    (See Matt. 13:1-23; Mark 4:3-20; Luke 8:5-18) 
 
Portion for the Journey: 
 
One of the greatest concerns facing the Body of Christ in America is lack of maturity and loss of 
fruitfulness.  In order to grow into the fullness of all the LORD intends for us, we need to take heed to 
His teachings as recorded in the Word.  Jesus taught this parable to help us recognize the different types 
of soil upon which the Word of God falls so we can recognize and pray for the growth in the LORD we 
should experience when we walk in His Spirit.  This parable is of great value to recognize the strongholds 
in our own lives that hinder our growth in the LORD.  As we come to understand and identify the 
patterns Jesus described, it will also help us to know how to pray for and minister to others and to pray 
for the Body of Christ.   
 
Ask the LORD to open the eyes of our understanding and give us wisdom in interpreting His Word.  As 
we study His Word, especially His parables, it is valuable to dig deeper into the meanings of words used 
in the passage, compare Scripture to Scripture and compare passages containing the same parable 
because each provides additional information. Note that each of the hindrances in this parable describe 
a different battlefield where the enemy seeks to draw our hearts away from God and His Word.   
 
Digging Deeper in the Word 
 
Jesus Unlocks the meaning of the Parable   
 
1. Worries of the world: (Battlefield of the Mind) The word for “worries” is also translated, “Cares.”  In 

the Strong’s Concordance this is #3308.  It represents the Greek word, ‘merimna,’ meaning 
distractions, anxieties, state of concern, to be troubled, cares that bring disruption to the personality 
and the mind. Distractions are those things which draw the mind away in another direction, 
diversions, harass, confuse.  This can actually be anything that brings relief or freedom from worry 
or grief apart from God.  This word merimna comes from 3310 meris, meaning a part or a share, a 
division, a portion or lot, to divide into parts.  Hence these cares or distractions divide our mind and 
separate us from our whole hearted devotion and singleness of heart for Christ. It divides our heart!  

 
Martha is one of whom Jesus identified as being worried or troubled by many things.  “Now it came 
to pass, as they went, that he [Jesus] entered into a certain village: and a certain woman named 
Martha received him into her house.  And she had a sister called Mary, which also sat at Jesus' feet, 
and heard his word.  But Martha was cumbered (4049) about much serving, and came to him, and 
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said, Lord, dost thou not care that my sister hath left me to serve alone? bid her therefore that she 
help me.  And Jesus answered and said unto her, Martha, Martha, thou art careful (Merimna) and 
troubled (cumbered) (5706)  about many things:  But one thing is needful: and Mary hath chosen 
that good part, which shall not be taken away from her.  Luke 10:38-42 (KJV) 
 
The word “cumbered” is a similar word.  It is Strong’s #4049  perispao (per-ee-spah'-o);  from 4012 
and 4685; it means, ‘to drag all around, i.e. (figuratively) to distract (with care): to be overoccupied 
with a thing, cumbered-to hinder by obstruction or interference, to burden in a troublesome 
manner, to distract, to draw the mind away in another direction, to divert.   
 
5706 thorubazo (thor-oo-bad'-zo);  causative of 2350; found only in Luke 10:41: to bother, to 

distract, to trouble. ***. This Greek word was not included in the original Strong's Dictionary 
but is found in other Greek lexicons. Alphabetically it belongs between Strong's number 2349 
and 2350. 

 
a.  Singleness of focus.  We need to set our heart on the LORD and not allow the enemy to distract us.  
While Martha was distracted by her serving which in the Greek actually meant ministering, official 
service as a missionary or teacher!!  Mary chose the better part and remained seated at Jesus feet, 
receiving the Word, which Jesus said could not be taken from her.   
 
Pray that God will give us dove’s eyes (S. of S. 1:15) to keep our eyes always on Jesus! It is said that 
doves are able to see in only one direction.  “Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God.”  
Matt. 5:6; Pss. 86:11 

 
Paul had a deep concern for the Corinthians.  He recognized that one of the most dangerous ways to 
draw one away from the LORD is to lead our minds astray from the simplicity and purity of our devotion 
to Jesus.  “But I am afraid, lest as the serpent deceived Eve by his craftiness, your minds should be led 
astray (5351) from the simplicity (572) and purity (54) of devotion to Jesus.”  2 Cor. 11:3    

 
Corrupted: 5351  phtheiro (fthi'-ro);  probably strengthened from phthio (to pine or waste); properly, to 
shrivel or wither, i.e. to spoil (by any process) or (generally) to ruin (especially figuratively, by moral 
influences, to deprave): KJV-- corrupt (self), defile, destroy. 

 
Simplicity:  572  haplotes (hap-lot'-ace);  from 573; singleness, i.e. (subjectively) sincerity (without 
dissimulation or self-seeking), or (objectively) generosity (copious bestowal):  Not having an ulterior or 
double motive.  Simplicty, purity, sincereity, faithfulness, plenitude.  The opposite of duplicity.  “in 
singleness of heart” means sincerity.  KJV-- bountifulness, liberal (-ity), simplicity, singleness.  573  
haplous (hap-looce');  probably from 1 (as a particle of union) and the base of 4120; properly, folded 
together, i.e. single (figuratively, clear): KJV-- single. 
 
Purity:  54  hagnotes (hag-not'-ace); from 53; cleanness (the state), i.e. (figuratively) blamelessness:  
KJV-- pureness.  53 is hagnos.  Freedom from defilements or impurities.  In a more restricted sense, 
chaste, not only chaste, but virginal.  Holy, innocent, pure, blameless.  Pure, perfect, holy.  To be clean 
and undefiled. 

 
b.  Double-mindedness “But if any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask of God, who gives to all men 
generously and without reproach, and it will be given to him.  But let him ask in faith without doubting, 
for the one who doubts is like the surf of the sea driven and tossed by the wind.  For let not that man 
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expect that he will receive anything from the Lord, being a double-minded man, unstable in all his 
ways.”  James 1:5-8     

 
Unstable: 182  akatastatos (ak-at-as'-tat-os);  from 1 (as a negative particle) and a derivative of 2525; 
inconstant: KJV-- unstable.  2525  kathistemi (kath-is'-tay-mee);  settled.  from 2596 and 2476; to place 
down (permanently), i.e. (figuratively) to designate, constitute, convoy: KJV-- appoint, be, conduct, 
make, ordain, set. 2526 '.katholikos (kath-ol-ee-kos'); from 2527; universal: KJV-- general.  2476  histemi 
(his'-tay-mee);  a prolonged form of a primary stao (stah'-o) (of the same meaning, and used for it in 
certain tenses); to stand (transitively or intransitively), used in various applications (literally or 
figuratively): KJV-- abide, appoint, bring, continue, covenant, establish, hold up, lay, present, set (up), 
stanch, stand (by, forth, still, up). Compare 5087. 
 
Hence, the doubled-minded person is one who is not abiding in Christ, he is unsettled and unsteady.  
Easily beguiled, enticed or caught with bait because they have not crucified the flesh with its evil desires 
(see 2 Peter 2:14).  In doing a word study on Double-mindedness in the scripture, I found that the 
double minded person is one who has become a Christian but who continues to waver between the 
ways of the world/flesh and the ways of God.  They will be in a constant state of backsliding.  Double-
mindedness is equated with doubt, because of the sin of doubt and doublemindedness, the word says 
that he cannot expect to have his prayers answered by God.   
 
The Word “Double-minded” comes from the Greek Word 1375 Dipsuchos: of two minds, literally, this 
word means “double-souled” “two-souled” or “animal spirit”.  It indicates a wavering attitude in which 
the person looks first in one direction and then another. 
 
Dis (1364) twice, two 
Psuche (5590) soul, mind 
 
It carries with it the implication of one who is wavering between his sin nature/passions/desires and one 
who desires the Lord God alone.  It refers to a doubter or waverer and the word corresponds to 
“wavering”  1252. Many times we are instructed in the word to love the Lord our God with all our 
hearts, souls, minds, and strength.   We are to follow Him with a whole heart.  King Solomon was 
ensnared by his soul’s desires because he did not follow God with a whole heart as his father David (see 
1 Kings 11:1-8)  God wants us to walk in singleness of eye before Him, that we should not waver in our 
desire to be led by God and God alone.  The double-minded man seeks to follow both after God and God 
alone.  The Israelites illustrated this pattern of behavior during their time in the wilderness when they 
wavered between being worshippers of God and desiring the physical provisions and pleasures of Egypt.   

 
2. Deceitfulness of riches:  (Battlefield of the Material)  4149  wealth, fullness, money, possessions, fig. 

Abundance, richness, valuable bestowment.  From the root, to fill, fullness, accomplish, supply, 
imbue.  Abundance of external possessions, plentitude, a good with which one is enriched. 

 
3126 mamonas (mam-o-nas') or mammonas (mam-mo-nas');  of Aramaic origin (confidence, i.e. 

wealth, personified); mammonas, i.e. avarice (deified): KJV-- mammon. 
 
Jesus said, “Do not lay up for yourselves treasures upon the earth…but lay up for yourselves treasures in 
heaven…for where your treasure is, there will your heart be also. The lamp of the body is the eye and if 
the eye is clear, your whole body will be full of light… 24  No man can serve two masters: for either he 
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will hate the one, and love the other; or else he will hold to the one, and despise the other. Ye cannot 
serve God and mammon.  (KJV) 
 
Example:  Story of the rich young ruler:  “And looking at him, Jesus felt a love for him, and said to him, 
One thing you lack, go and sell all you possess, and give to the poor, and you shall have treasure in 
heaven, and come, follow Me.  But at these words his face fell, he was one who owned much property.”  
 
3. Desire for other things/pleasures of this life (Battle of the flesh):  2237  “hedon” gratification of 

natural desires, to please, to delight, to have sensual pleasure, by implication, desires, lusts, 
pleasures of this life.  Pleasure, gratification, enjoyment.  Fig. Of desire, appetites, or lust.  This is the 
word from which we get our word “hedonism” which is the doctrine that pleasure is the principal 
good and should be the aim of all our actions.  This philosophy was prevalent in the Greek mindset 
at the time of the New Testament and is also prevalent in the world today. 

 
This is the choosing to please the flesh in any of its many forms. James 4:1-4  Tells us that this the reason 
we do not see our prayers answered.  It cuts directly to the issues of our motives in prayer. 
  
1 From whence come wars and fightings among you? come they not hence, even of your lusts that war 
in your members?  2 Ye lust, and have not: ye kill, and desire to have, and cannot obtain: ye fight and 
war, yet ye have not, because ye ask not.  3 Ye ask, and receive not, because ye ask amiss, that ye may 
consume it upon your lusts.  4 Ye adulterers and adulteresses, know ye not that the friendship of the 
world is enmity with God? whosoever therefore will be a friend of the world is the enemy of God.  (KJV) 
 
John Piper in his book “A Hunger for God” teaches that it is the desire for other things that chokes out 
our hunger for God.  He says that the weakness of our hunger for God is not because He is unsavory, but 
because we are keeping ourselves stuffed with other things.  He describes our greatest enemy not to be 
that which is overtly evil, but that which is ‘good’ but which can supercede our love and hunger for God.  
In the Bible, Jesus showed us it could be a field, a team of oxen, or a spouse…even God’s most precious 
gifts.  He also says that it is ok to be Christian hedonists—those who hunger and thirst for all their 
pleasure in Christ. 
 
Ps. 73:25-26  “Whom have I in heaven but Thee?  And there is none I desire on earth besides Thee.  My 
flesh and my heart may fail, but God is the strength of my heart and my portion forever.”   
 
We become willing to deny ourselves, take up our cross and follow Christ when we understand and 
choose Christ more than these things which the world can offer.  This denial of our desires is frequently 
the more painful path in which we choose to suffer the loss of all things for the great desire of knowing 
Christ.  We can choose the path of self-indulgence which will gratify the flesh, but will eventually cause 
us to lose Christ. 
 
The Parable tells us that these thorns will choke out the Word.  The word “choke” means literally, to 
strangle completely, i.e. to drown or crowd.  It comes from 4862 and 4155- to wheeze, throttle, strangle 
and speaks of squeezing or strangling the breath of life out of something.  
 
The final result is that no fruit is brought to maturity or completion.  Perfection is not achieved.  One is 
not the bearer of completion.  This word also means “barren”, not yielding what it ought to yield.  God’s 
promise is that fruitfulness will come in our obedience to Him, not in the Old Testament law, but out of 
our Love for Him.  Jesus said, “if you LOVE ME, you will obey Me.”   
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Jesus said, in Matt.10:37-39  “He who loves and takes more pleasure in father or mother more than in 
Me is not worthy of Me, and he who loves and takes more pleasure in son or daughter than in Me is not 
worthy of Me.  And he who does not take up his cross and follow Me [cleave steadfastly to Me, 
conforming wholly to My example in living and, if need be, in dying also] is not worthy of Me.  Whoever 
finds his lower life will lost the it (the higher life), and whoever loses his lower life on My account will 
find it [the higher live].  
 
What is God Speaking to Your Heart? 
 
We need to prepare our hearts so the soil upon which His Word falls is rich and deep. We are to guard 
our hearts and seek to walk in a manner worthy of the Gospel.   Pray that we will be lovesick for Him, 
that all of our desire will be for Him and that He will be more precious in our sight than all that the world 
offers with its glories.  That we would be willing to count everything LOSS for the sake of Christ, and that 
for His sake, we would cheerfully suffer the loss of all things, and count them as refuse in order that we 
might gain Christ.  (Phil. 3:7 ) 
 
How Do You Want to Respond to the LORD? 
 
 
 
 
 


