
The Gifts of the Holy Spirit 
“Now concerning spiritual gifts, brethren,  

I do not want you to be ignorant [that demanding special care and attention.]”  1 Cor. 12:1 
“To each one is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the common good.”  1 Cor. 12:7 

“desire earnestly spiritual gifts…” 1 Cor. 14:1 
“…earnestly desire the best gifts.”  1 Cor. 12:31 
“…desire earnestly to prophesy…”  1 Cor. 14:39 

 “Do not neglect the spiritual gift within you…” 1 Tim. 4:14 
“To each is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the common good.”  1 Cor. 12:7 

“Stir up the gift of God which is in you.”  2 Tim. 1:6 (NKJV) 
“Be filled with the Spirit.”  Eph. 5:18 

 
“As each of you has received a gift (a particular spiritual talent, a gracious divine endowment), employ it 
for one another as [befits] good trustees of God's many-sided grace [faithful stewards of the extremely 
diverse powers and gifts granted to Christians by unmerited favor].” 1 Peter 4:10 (AMP) 
 
Portion for the Journey:   
 

The spiritual gifts of the Holy Spirit are referred to as “special endowments of supernatural energy” and 
“gifts, extraordinary powers, distinguishing certain Christians, due to the power of divine grace 
operating in their souls by the Holy Spirit” in the Amplified Bible.  The Greek word for “gift” in the Greek 
is “charisma” (Strong’s #5486) which is from “chara’ which means joy, cheerfulness and delight.  Charis 
means grace, goodwill and undeserved favor.  From these words “charisma” signifies a gift of grace, a 
free gift, spiritual endowment and miraculous faculty.   

Jesus demonstrated all of these gifts during His ministry upon the earth.  He lived as an example to us. 
The Word makes it clear that when Jesus came to earth, He came as a man, lived as a man and faced the 
same life’s challenges that we all do.  The works that He accomplished were through the power and 
anointing of the Holy Spirit.  He made it clear that we would do the same works and even greater works 
when He left and the Holy Spirit came upon us. These works were not just for His disciples but for those 
who would follow as well.  (See Acts 10:38, Luke 3:22; 4:14,18, 21; 31-44) 

Paul instructed the Corinthians who were rich in spiritual gifts, but immature in their faith, that “Just as 
we have many members 

 
The Gift Definition Scriptures Notes 
Word of 
Wisdom: 

1 Cor. 12:4-11 

4678 “Sophia” Divine illumination that 
allows one to apply God’s truth to an 
immediate need. Skill in the affairs of 
life through God given insight needed 
for the moment.  Practical wisdom for 
wise management in forming the best 
plans and selecting the best means 
including the use of sound judgment 
and good sense.   In a higher sense, 
deep knowledge, natural and moral 

James 1:5, 3:17;  
Matt. 10:16-20; 
Luke 21:15-16; 

Acts 6:8-10; 
Rom. 11:33; 
Eph. 1:8, 17; 

John 8:7;  
Mark 12:34;  

1 Cor. chapter2; 
Col. 1:9,28  

Transcends the 
wisdom of this world.  
Wisdom is eternal and 
will not vanish away.  
It is said that wisdom 
belongs to the 
prophets.  Words of 
wisdom are especially 
given when making a 
choice or a decision.  
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insight, knowledge of hidden things, 
insight and deep understanding 
imparted by God.  Coming from 
standing in God’s divine counsels. 
Ability to discern a situation and speak 
God’s will, mind or purpose.  
Imparting to others divine revelations 
of wisdom, especially to things eternal 
as opposed to man’s philosophies and 
reasonings.   

 
Ex. Solomon 

1 Kings 3:16-28 

The right application 
of knowledge for 
guidance, direction 
and counsel.  Wisdom 
is needed for 
applications of all 
other gifts, so it 
comes first in list for a 
reason!  Prov. 3:13-18 

Word of 
Knowledge: 

1 Cor. 12:4-11 

1108 “gnosis” Clear and exact 
knowledge with the ability to make 
known to others with understanding 
spiritual truths.  Spiritual insights 
about a fact, situation or context.  
Revelation of information pertaining 
to an individual person or event, 
usually for a specific need. The faculty 
of expounding on a deeper knowledge 
and teachings of the Word of God. The 
ready utterance, supernaturally 
imparted truths already revealed, 
knowledge relates to things to be 
done, especially related to salvation 

Eph. 6:19-20;    
1 Cor. 1:4-8; 
13:8-13;  Ex. 

31:3,31;  
1 Chr. 12:32;     

2 Chr. 1:10-12; 
Ezra 7:10; Prov. 
1:7; 8:10; 9:10; 
20:15; Hos. 4:6; 

Hab. 2:14 
 

Acts 5; 9:11-16; 
27:10-25; 

Ex.  Ananias & Safira 
John 4:17-18 

The ability to speak by 
revelation the 
mysteries of God. 
Supernatural 
knowledge of things 
revealed by the Spirit 
along with insight and 
understanding.  Divine 
revelation of the mind 
of Christ.  This can be 
related to the Word of 
God or for specific 
situations. This gift is 
often esp. given to 
teachers. 

Gift of Faith:  
1 Cor. 12:4-11 

4102 “pistis” To be of firm persuasion, 
conviction, belief in the truth and 
promises of God.  Being given the 
supernatural ability to believe with 
incredible confidence in God by the 
impulse of His Spirit with no doubt.  
This speaks of a special endowment of 
faith for accomplishing a task that is 
unattainable by human means.  This is 
the faith that is able to move or 
remove a mountain.    

2 Cor. 5:7;  
1 Peter 1:3-9; 
Eph. 1:19-20; 
James 1:6-8; 

5:15;  Eph. 2:8;  
1 Cor. 3:12;  

Acts 14:9-10; 
Matt. 14:27-31; 

17:20;  
Heb. 11:6;  

Rom. 10:17; 
 

Ex. Acts 3:6 

We are saved by faith, 
which is a gift of God.  
This gift goes beyond 
the measure of faith 
given to all believers 
for salvation.  This gift 
believes in the 
miraculous.  Often 
goes with the gift of 
healing and miracles.  
“Lord, I have used up 
all of my faith, please 
fill me with Yours.  
Though our faith may 
be small, the object of 
our faith is great and 
our faith rests in Him. 

Gifts of 
healings: 

1 Cor. 12:4-11; 
28 

2386  “iamatos” Refers to physical 
healing but also spiritual healing; to 
make whole. This gift enables one to 
function as an instrument of God’s 

Matt. 10:1; 
James 5:14-16; 

John 9:1-7 
 

This gift is given at 
various times and 
places to reveal the 
God of heaven to the 
sick & tormented.  If 
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healing grace in the lives of others 
through various means to heal or 
bring wholeness to the body, 
emotions, and deep recesses of the 
human spirit.   

Ex. Acts 3:1-10; 
5:14-16; 9:32-
42; 14:8-11; 

28:7-10; 
Ex. Acts 28:1-10; 
1 Kings 5:1-14; 
Matt. 9:18-30 

 

healing isn’t granted, 
then we can conclude 
that God has greater 
plans for letting the 
person go through the 
illness or infirmity.  
Note that this is 
worded in the plural, 
“gifts of healings” due 
to the many different 
types of sicknesses 
and diseases. This gift 
will pass away in 
Heaven because there 
will be no more 
sickness or disease.  
God heals in at least 5 
ways:  
1) Instant and direct,  
2)  Gradually and 
naturally 3) Medical 
sciences, 4) Grace to 
suffer redemptively, 
5) Resurrection.   

Effecting of 
works of power 

or miracles 
1 Cor. 12:4-11; 

28 

1755, 1411 “dunamis” meaning “force 
or miraculous power that overcomes 
all resistance.”  This is the word from 
which we get the word “dynamite.” 
Demonstrating extraordinary intrinsic 
or essential power residing in a person 
to make one able or capable to use 
the Holy Spirit’s might or strength; 
operations using the almighty energy 
to perform signs, wonders and 
miracles such as raising of the dead, 
turn water into wine, earthquakes, 
feeding 5,000 with a loaf, moving 
mountains.  This power is unattainable 
through human or natural effort.  In 
the Old Testaments miracles were 
performed by God or when prophets 
prayed to God.  Jesus performed 
miracles through the exercise of His 
authority given by the Father through 
the Holy Spirit.  His disciples and those 
who followed were given this same 

Matt. 9:8; 10:1; 
11:4-6; 20; Luke 
1:35; Acts 2:22; 
4:30; 6:8; 9:36-

42; 20:7-12; 
Matt. 11:20; 

Mark 6:2-5; Gal. 
3:5; John 14:12;  

Miracles were never 
done in OT or NT to 
create a spectacle or 
for the purpose of 
drawing attention to 
themselves but was  
given as the need or 
occasion arose.  They 
always gave glory to 
God and served a 
purpose but more 
than that they were 
evidence of the 
dominion and power 
of God. Such 
awareness should 
bring forth a spirit of 
repentance.  Miracles 
in themselves always 
defy the laws of 
nature and science.  
See endnote.i 
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power through the Holy Spirit and 
Jesus authority. 

Prophecy: 
Rom. 12:6-8; 

1 Cor. 12:4-11;  
1 Cor. 12:28; 
Eph. 4:8-13 

4394 “propheteia” ‘to speak forth the 
revealed mind and counsel of God.  
God’s spokesman, one who declares 
the full counsel of God under His 
anointing.  One who speaks His Word 
as inspired by the Holy Spirit and 
speaking with divine authority, past, 
present or future; giving forth of 
divine revelations; inspired insight into 
obscure passages of Scripture; may 
include inspired disclosure of the 
future. (Jer. 23:9-40 shows differences 
between true and false prophets.) 

1 Thes. 5:19-21; 
1 Cor. 14:1-6, , 

29-33; Joel 2:38; 
1 Tim. 1:18; 

4:14; Rom. 12;6; 
1 Cor. 13:2; 
14:22; Rev. 

11:1-7  
 

Ex:  Moses Ex. 
7:1-2;  

Acts 11:27-30; 
15:32; 21:8-9;  

1 Thes. 5:20-21 

The functions of the 
prophet are to speak 
God’s messages to 
edify, exhort, warn 
and comfort God’s 
people. Prophets fear 
of the Lord more than 
man. Use caution 
when receiving 
‘words’ from others:  
should confirm what 
has been spoken to 
you. Prayerfully 
consider but test 
them.  1 Cor. 14:3 

Distinguishing of 
Spirits or 

Discernment 
1 Cor. 12:4-11 

1253 4151 “diakrisis” To distinguish, 
decide, judge and discern accurately.  
Discerning between that which is of 
God’s spirit and evil spirits or the 
unaided human spirit (flesh).   The 
correct evaluation of those who give 
divine revelations; divinely given 
faculty of distinguishing between 
those inspired and pretenders. We 
learn to discern through training. 
 

1 Cor. 10:12; 
Heb. 5:14-15; 

Rom. 14:1; 
Psalm 119:66 

 
Ex. Simon  

 Acts 5:1-11; 
8:9-23; 13:6-12; 

16:16-18 

Discernment is vital 
for our times.  It 
should be combined 
with prayer, wisdom 
intercession, boldness 
to speak as we ought 
to speak.  Often used 
in conjunction with 
demonic deliverance.  
Discernment does not 
equal criticism. 

Tongues 
1 Cor. 12:4-11; 

28 

1085, 1100 “glossa” The gift of being 
enabled to speaking various new 
languages not known to them before; 
also speaking a spiritual language 
unknown to man, uttered in ecstasy 
referred to as the language of angels.  
As a devotional practice, “glossa” 
enlarges one’s ability to worship and 
pray and to be personally 
strengthened in the Spirit. 

Mark 16:17;  
Acts 2:8-11;  
1 Cor. 12:30;  

Chap. 14 (esp. 5, 
15, 18, 26, 39-

40);  
Gal. 2:11-16 

 
Ex. Acts 19:6;  

10:44-48;  
15:5-11; 

This gift was to be 
used publicly for 
edification, 
exhortation and 
comfort.  If used 
public must have an 
interpreter.  Tongues 
also may in private, 
devotions to 
communicate with 
God.  Referred to as a 
prayer language.   

Interpreting of 
Tongues 

1 Cor. 12:4-11; 
28 

2058 “hermenia” The gift of rendering 
a public message in tongues into 
meaningful words for the edification 
of the listeners. To translate or 
explain, interpret.  To translate from 

1 Cor. 14:13, 21-
22; 26-33;  
1 Pet.1:20 

The person speaking 
in tongues may also 
have the gift of 
interpreting the 
message.  A message 
should not be given 
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one language into another. 1100 
tongues (see above) 

publicly unless there is 
an interpretation.   

Helps  
1 Cor. 12:28 

 

484, 482  “antilepsis” “to take hold of, 
in order to aid, assistance, support, 
succor, strengthen.”  Refers to all 
forms of loving service and support to 
the body of Christ. To render 
attention, assistance or help to those 
who are in need, especially the poor, 
needy, orphans, widows and sick.  
Stephenas’ household was devoted 
ministry to the saints, poor, weak & 
outcasts. 

James 1:27;  
1 Thes. 5:14, 25; 
Acts 20:35 
 
Ex. House of 
Stephenas, 1 
Cor. 15:16; 
Rom. 16:1-2 
Phoebe;  
Stephen Acts 
6:2-3 

This Greek word is 
used only once in NT.                                             
The readiness to 
sacrificially help 
another in need.  
Synonymous with 
“well-doing.”  This 
may have been the 
office of a deacon in 
the early church. 

Administration 
or Government 

1 Cor. 12:28 

2941 “kuberneis”  “to pilot, steer, 
direct or govern.” The work of a pilot 
to steer the ship through rocks and 
shoals to find safe harbor.  It refers to 
the steersman’s art of guiding aright 
the vessel of church or state.  The 
powers that fit a man for a place of 
influence in the church.  To give 
guidance and assistance, often behind 
the scenes. 

1 Cor. 12:23 This would often be a 
gift for the eldership.  
It is a position of 
influence and 
guidance.  One who is 
gifted with the ability 
to plan, organize, and 
establish through the 
Holy Spirit. 

Service or 
Ministry 

Rom. 12:6-8 

1248 “diakonia” Any kind of service 
related to dispensing the word of life; 
service or mission or ministry in the 
Church.  To attend to the needs of 
others. who brings relief, aid  and 
support or service, esp. as a teacher or 
diaconate (deacon) 

Acts 6:4; 
 Luke 10:40;  
1 Cor. 12:5; 
Matt. 20:26; 
John 12:26;  
1 Pet. 4:11;  

2 Tim. 1:16-18 
 

Ex. Phoebe 
Rom. 16:1 

Often refers to 
ministering within the 
Body of Christ in 
physical ways.  Refers 
to the practical giving 
of aid in physical ways 
not in word. 

Apostles 
1 Cor. 12:28; 

Eph. 4:11 

652 “apostolos” “one sent forth.”  One 
sent to act as an ambassador or 
messenger.  Special ability to instruct 
or guide, in order to establish, instruct 
and equip local assemblies of 
believers.  The Latin word for 
“apostolos’ is “Missio” from which we 
get the word missionary, special ability 
to introduce the Gospel to another 
culture or race. The apostle is 
equipped to go where Christ directs in 
order to establish, instruct and guide 
local assemblies of believers 

1 Cor. 12:28;  
1 Cor. 15:5,7 

 
Ex. Paul, Acts 

14:14; Rom. 6:7; 
Heb. 3:1 

This gift equips one 
for a position of 
leadership in the 
Church. No place 
where churches are 
instructed to ordain 
apostles.  Gift comes 
from standing in the 
presence of God.  
Often ministers to 
many churches. 
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Teaching 
Rom. 12:6-8; 
1 Cor. 12:28; 
Eph. 4:11-14 

1320, 1321, 1319  “didaskalos” “an 
instructor, teacher, rabbi.”  To be 
enabled to progressively instruct 
according to God’s redeeming 
purpose.  To be gifted with the ability 
for exposition of the Wordzaw2 and 
actions of Christ. 

Acts 13:1; 
1 Cor. 12:28,29 
2 Tim. 1:11; 4:3; 

James 3:1 
 

Ex. Jesus, Luke 
24:13-35 

This word is used 58x 
in the NT, 48x refer to 
Jesus.  This gift is 
often linked with 
pastors, though not 
limited to pastors.  
Teachers live for the 
opportunity to make 
the Word come alive 
in the hearts of 
believers. 

Exhortation or 
Encouragement 

Rom. 12:6-8 

3870, 3874 “parakaleo” To have the 
gift to call others to a higher state of 
faith; to come to one’s side to aid, 
comfort, help and encourage.  To call 
upon someone to do something in 
order to strengthen and establish the 
person in the faith. 

Rom. 15:4; Phil. 
2:1; Heb. 12:5; 

13:22 

This is closely linked 
to one of the primary 
names for the Holy 
Spirit “Paraklete” one 
who is called 
alongside. 

Giving Aid 
Rom. 12:6-8 

 

3330 “metadidomi”  “to give, share 
 or impart.”  Exercise of private 
benevolence, rather than the 
discharge of a duty 

1 Cor. 13:3;  
Acts 4:32-35: 2 
Cor. 8:2; 9:11 

Those gifted to 
contribute to the 
emotional and/or 
physical support of 
others; or those gifted 
with financial means 
to support the work of 
the Gospel. 

Leadership  
Rom. 12:6-8 

 

4291“proistemi” Literally means, “he 
who stands before.”  “To see ahead or 
to go before.” To be enabled to see 
ahead to recognize needs, to take 
leadership and shepherd, to be over, 
to rule, to preside, to care for, to 
guide.   

1 Tim. 5:17; 1 
Thes. 5:12; 1 
Tim. 3:4,5,12 

Requires diligence.  
Ability to see needs 
and situations ahead 
of time and take 
leadership needed to 
navigate.  Joseph is an 
excellent example. 

Mercy or 
Compassion  
Rom. 12:6-8 

1653 “eleeo” To be given God’s sense 
of mercy and compassion towards the 
needs of others.  The feeling of 
empathy joined by agape love 
resulting in an active desire to remove 
miseries and distresses.  It assumes 
need on the part of him who receives 
it and resources are adequate to meet 
the needs. 

Luke 5:12-13; 
Matt. 9:36;  
Heb. 13:3;  

Rom. 12:15; 
Luke 19:41-44; 
Heb. 4:15-16; 

Eph. 2:4;  
 
 

Ex.: John 11:35; 
Matt. 20:34     

True compassion 
comes only from 
God’s heart who 
knows fully our pain, 
suffering and 
weakness.  Christ’s 
heart of compassion is 
given to us through 
the Holy Spirit knows 
the depth of 
sensitivity… human 
bondage.  Compassion 
relates to the lost, 
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hurting, needy and 
distressed. 

Evangelism  
Eph. 4:11-12 

2099 “euaggelistori” (from 2097).  “A 
messenger of good news.” Literally, 
“one who declares, proclaims or tells 
the good news.”  Denotes a preacher 
of the Gospel.   

Rom. 10:15 
(trans. Bring the 
good news) 

 
Ex. Phillip   
Acts 8:5-7, 26, 
40; 21:7-8 
Timothy:  2 Tim. 
4:5; Phil. 2:22: 1 
Thes. 3:2 

One who is gifted with 
the ability to preach 
the Gospel to 
unbelievers/unsaved 
with great 
effectiveness.  These 
are not just 
missionaries. 

Pastors, 
Shepherding 
Eph. 4:11-12 

 

4166 “poimen” “one who tends flocks, 
not merely one who feeds, involving 
tender care and super vigilance.  A 
herdsman, sheep herder, one who 
tends, leads, guides, cherishes, feeds 
and protects a flock.  The shepherd is 
responsible to care and protect from 
enemies, to find the lost and trapped.   

Acts 20:28;  
1 Peter 5:1,2 

 
 
 

Ex. John 10:1-
18; Matt. 9:36; 

Mark 6:34 

Some make pastor 
and teacher one 
office.  Applied to 
Jesus or to NT pastors, 
elders, overseers and 
bishops providing care 
and leadership in the 
church.   

 

Lord, help me to believe that every word written in Your Word is for me.  Help me to believe that Your 
gifts and divine promises are not just for saints in some other realm, but for me.   Help me to desire Your 
gifts and seek to use them to the edification of the Body of Christ and to the fulfillment of Your divine 
calling in my life and the life of the Church.  In Jesus Name, Amen!   1 Pet. 4:10; Prov. 10:24 
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ii - Jon Courson commentary, p.1071; "…these wonderful, miraculous operations and expressions were all in connection with 
the Great Commission (Mark16:15). Therefore, I believe one of the best ways to see the miraculous happen to a greater degree 
is to be involved in radical evangelism. The miracles of Mark 16 are not intended for us to huddle together in the sanctuary so 
we can see a miracle. No, its as we're going into the jungles, into the inner city, throughout the community sharing the Lord 
that He will confirm our message with miracles. As you study the book of Acts, you see the operation of miracles most closely 
associated with…evangelism because the operation of miracles is primarily for the unbeliever…" 

                                                           


