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The Wise Woman Builds Her House 
 

Key Scripture:   
“EVERY WISE woman builds her house, 

but the foolish one tears it down with her own hands.” 
Proverbs 14:1 (AMP) 

 
Today’s Portion for the Journey:  
 
The world's view of women has tremendously diminished the special, unique and holy place God has 
prepared for women not only in their families, but also in His Kingdom.  The world has painted many 
pictures of women, often creating an image of women that is a mere caricature of who we are meant to 
be in God’s sight. When seeking to establish women’s “rights” and “freedoms” many of the special 
blessings and gifts God wants for us have been stolen. 
 
Even many of the teachings within the Church can be confusing and frustrating.  by focusing on what 
women are not to be or not to do.  Satan has sought to infiltrate the church with many misconceptions 
and negative attitudes to keep women from knowing the fullness of what God has created her to be as a 
woman, mother and a wife.  As believers, we need to understand the true nature and place the Christian 
woman is to have in God’s Kingdom.  We can only understand our role by turning to the One who 
created us in His image.  When we dig deeper into key passages in the Word, we will find a wealth that 
reveals the beautiful, rich place God has created women to occupy in His Kingdom. 
 
Ask the Lord to share His heart for women and help us to understand the valuable role He has chosen 
for women in His plan for the Church.  A woman walking in God's way for her life is in a tremendous 
place of power for the purpose of prayer and godly influence in their homes, communities and nation 
and nations of the world.  It is important to know that our prayers can make a great difference.  It is not 
too late for women to regain their God-given positions, whether single, married, divorced—young or 
old—God’s principles can be put into practice build and repair our “households.”  The very word for 
“build” used in the Hebrew in Proverbs 14:1 means to “build and to repair.”   
 
Heb. 11:7  "By faith, Noah, being warned by God about things not yet seen, in reverence prepared an ark 
for the salvation of his household, by which he condemned the world, and became an heir of the 
righteousness which is according to faith. 
 
FOUNDATIONAL PRINCIPLES OF WOMANHOOD:  To stand our place of authority in prayer, we need to 
have a Biblical understanding of our role as women, so that we pray from a right heart and attitude.   
 
1. Women are created in the image of God with perfect EQUALITY WITH MAN in GOD's sight. 
 
“So God created man in his own image, in the image of God created he him; male and female created He 
them.”  We are created in the image of God and we are called to become conformed to the image of 
Jesus Christ!  As women we are called to be like Him and to walk as He walked in our character and 
ways. We can indeed learn much from the woman portrayed in the Bible, but we must always 
remember that Jesus Himself is our IDEAL and He is the One we seek to emulate. Gen. 1:27; Rom. 8:29; 
Gal 3:26-28  
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We must have assurance of our position of equality before God in Christ in order to move in the fullness 
of His plans and place for us within the Body of Christ.  We must begin to see ourselves as God sees us 
and to know that we are not created to be "second class" citizens in His sight or in His Kingdom.  We are 
the daughters of the King of Kings!  Women's lib recognized a tendency of women to be demeaned in 
the eyes of the world, but in focusing on “rights” and “equality” have so perverted God's ways that the 
specialness of womanhood God conceived has been lost. Godly submission is not required because of 
male superiority or a woman's inferiority.  When we know who we are in Christ we can have balance to 
move in the godly submission. Submission is not required because of inferiority; it is an aspect of the 
character of Christ which we are called to portray to the world.   We never need to demand equality, our 
equality is before God, not man.    
 
Men and women are created in the image of God, and regarded as equal in His sight.  For this reason, 
we need to respect each person regardless of gender. God's Kingdom belongs to the humble and 
feelings of superiority based on a person's gender are out of place.  There are men look down on women 
and women who adopt a very superior tone toward men.  God created men and women to be equal, 
though different and we need to recognize and respect each person for the specialness and gifting 
granted by their Creator.   
 
2.  We have equal spiritual dominion and authority to subdue and rule in spiritual warfare:   
 
It is important for us to know our position in Christ so that we can be secure enough to trust God with 
our lives at all times.  Our position of spiritual authority in the heavenlies with Christ Jesus is the same as 
man's. I say this with the qualifier that men may be called to stand in the forefront on certain spiritual 
issues or battles.  Gen 1:28;  Eph 1:18-22; 2:4-7  
 
3.  Even though women are equal before God men and women are different.  Men and women are 
different physically, in the way they think, feel, and react to various situations. 
 
Men and women need to understand and learn to appreciate the various differences between genders.  
Men need to learn to respect the special giftings given to women and vice versa, for when men and 
women work together there will be a completion or fulfillment of God's plans within society and the 
family.   
 
Ray Mossholder in an article that appeared in the Morningstar Journal listed seven major differences 
between most men and women.   He stated that these stereotypical differences will be true in men and 
women at least 80% of the time. 
 

 Women tend to be sensitive to feelings, emotions whereas men tend to rely more often upon 
cold logic. 

 
 Women tend to be more relationship oriented while men tend to be more work oriented. 

 
 Women enjoy the process while men enjoy reaching the goal. 

 
 Women tend to know by intuition, men by analyzing and reason. 

 
 Women are usually physically weaker, men physically stronger. 
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 Women have a greater tendency toward feeling depressed, men toward feeling inadequate. 

 
 Women focus on the present and the past simultaneously, men focus on the present or present 

and future. 
 
The fact that men and women think differently and tend to respond to situations in different ways 
should not lead to disunity.  When both parties respect each other, they can see they may have only 
part of the picture and need the input and information and insights of the other sex. 
 
4.  Even though women are equal before God women are different in position or role function from 
man in God's government. 
 
God is three distinct individuals in One through God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit.  
Each member of the Trinity has specific roles and functions without negating the Oneness and unity of 
the Godhead.  Male and female are also created to have vitally different functions and yet to become 
one flesh, to be of one heart, one mind and one common purpose. 
 
The man is head of the family, as Jesus is head of the Church and has been granted the place of 
authority in the Church and in his family. 
 
The woman's function is more similar to the working of the Holy Spirit and she is called upon to walk in 
godly submission.  We are called to have a quiet, gentle, submissive spirit so like that of the Holy Spirit.  
Reflect on the many qualities of the Holy Spirit shown to us in the Word:  Comforter, Teacher, gently 
guiding and instructing, always drawing us to Jesus. 
 
The place of women, if we walk in it, in God's kingdom is not of lesser importance nor is it of lesser 
impact in our families, the Church or the world.   
 
Because we have not understood our place, we have tried to imitate man's place and disrupted God's 
order.   MAN = AUTHORITY    WOMAN = INFLUENCE 
 
Man might be likened unto the President who has been given authority to govern.  The woman is given a 
position of influence at his side which is equally and at times even more powerful in shaping and 
determining outcomes in lives and nations.  We saw this in the case of President Clinton, who was given 
the position of authority, but Hillary played a tremendous role of influence in his presidency.  The 
woman's position could be compared to the media or educational system where information, values and 
opinions are formed.   
 
We must not underestimate the power of the woman's influence, either for good or evil for her home or 
church.  As the Holy Spirit always seeks to quietly influence others to draw near to God, so is the woman 
also given tremendous power to influence either for good or evil.  The power of a woman's influence 
when it is not coupled with godly submission is a tremendous force by which Satan can advance his 
kingdom on earth.  This power of influence when not given into God's hand so that it is a source of 
support, encouragement and strength becomes controlling, domineering, and manipulative--witchcraft.  
 
**Remember to pray for government leaders and their wives--only eternity will tell the effect 
President's wives have had on the course of the history of mankind. 
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5.  Woman was created to be a helpmeet for man.  A woman's first priority in service to God is to 
minister to her husband (or for single women, to the LORD and the Church, as seen in Mary and 
Martha).  1 Cor 11:9:  Gen 2:18  
 
The word "helper" or "helpmeet" is often very misunderstood and carries negative connotations that 
tend to by synonymous with "doormat" or "slave".  This is not the true meaning of this word.  God said, 
“I will make him a helper suitable to him.”  The word HELPER is translated from the Hebrew word "Ezer", 
(Strong’s #5828) means ‘suitable, adapted, completing him; to aid; a counterpart, one suitable to; to 
enclose, a priest as one who succors the helpless and miserable, especially referring to God as an ally 
who assists in war.’  This word comes from the primary root ‘azar’ (Strong’s #5826) which means ‘to 
surround, for example, to protect, aid, help, succor.  Succor means to help in time of need or distress, to 
offer aid or relief.’  Mots of the occurrences of the word "ezer" speak of God coming to the aid of His 
people in times of battle against their enemies, in times of adversity, affliction and need.  The primary 
root of this word ‘gahzer’ is used in context of valiant warriors or mighty men of valour.  As a helpmeet 
to our husbands, then, it appears that the primary purpose of our existence is that we were created to 
be an ally or partner, especially as related to warfare. Deut 33:26-27  
 
Psalm 68:11-13 ties together the woman's place of prayer and warfare in her position as housewife and 
mother.  “The Lord gives the command: the women who proclaim the good tidings are a great host:. 12 
Kings of armies flee, they flee and she who remains at home will divide the spoil. 13 When you lie down 
among the sheepfolds, you are like the wings of a dove covered with silver, and its pinions with 
glistening gold.” (NASB)  In the Amplified Bible verse 11 reads "The Lord gives the word of power, the 
women who bear and publish the news are a great host.” The word host or company in the Hebrew is 
"tsab" which means a mass of persons, especially or regularly organized for war (an army), it speaks fig. 
of hardship or worship. 
 
The "sheepfolds" are translated "pots and pans", "hearthstones" in various translations.  This word 
speaks of the lowly position of servanthood the woman has within the home, but the glorious position 
she has in God's Kingdom.  How like our Savior who entered Jerusalem, riding on a humble little donkey.  
How like our Saviour who said he came not to be served, but to serve.   
 
6.  Godly submission and servanthood is an essential aspect of victorious godly womanhood. 
 
We should submit ourselves voluntarily and with joy, seeing that this is the attitude of Christ and gives 
us a place with Him in the heavenlies.  When you have difficulty accepting the place of submission, 
realize that "self" is still seeking to rule in your heart.  Submission is one of the keys to having a Christ-
like heart and it places us in a position for God to hear our prayers.  The following verses make it clear 
that godly submission is not an option.   
 
1 Cor 11:3 But I would have you know, that the head of every man is Christ; and the head of the woman 
is the man; and the head of Christ is God. (KJV) 
 
***1 Pet 3:1 “Wives, ---in the same way--- be submissive to your husbands” IN THE SAME WAY...AS 
WHAT?  We have to look back to 1 Peter chapter 2 to see what Paul is referring to: 
   
A.  For the Lord’s sake  1 Pet 2:13 Submit yourselves ... for the Lord’s sake;  1 Pet 2:15  "For it is the will 
of God.  It is not for the sake of the person to whom we submit.  We submit to honor the LORD. 
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Eph 5:21-22  Submitting yourselves one to another in the fear of God.  Wives, submit yourselves unto 
your own husbands, as unto the Lord. (KJV) 

Col 3:17 And whatever you do, whether in word or deed, do it all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving 
thanks to God the Father through him.  Wives, submit to your husbands, as is fitting in the Lord. (NIV)   

 Submit 5293:  hypotassō:  put under;  be subject unto; be subject to;  submit (one's) self unto;  put in 
subjection under.  This word is used 40’s in the New Testament.  from <G5259> (hupo) and <G5021> 
(tasso); to subordinate; reflexive to obey :- be under obedience (obedient), put under, subdue unto, (be, 
make) subject (to, unto), be (put) in subjection (to, under), submit self unto. 
     

B.  We are called to submit at all times not just when those we submit to are very good. 
     
1 Pet 2:18-19 Slaves, submit yourselves to your masters with all respect, not only to those who are good 
and considerate, but also to those who are harsh.  For it is commendable if a man bears up under the 
pain of unjust suffering because he is conscious of God. (NIV) 
 
C.  We are called to submission as imitators of Christ who died to His own desires for our sake:  
 
1 Pet 2:21 To this you were called, because Christ suffered for you, leaving you an example, that you 
should follow in his steps. (NIV) 
 
1 Pet 2:16 As free, and not using your liberty for a cloke of maliciousness, but as the servants of God.  
 
Phil 2:5-9  5 Let this mind be in you, which was also in Christ Jesus: 6 Who, being in the form of God, 
thought it not robbery to be equal with God: 7 But made himself of no reputation, and took upon him 
the form of a servant, and was made in the likeness of men: 8 And being found in fashion as a man, he 
humbled himself, and became obedient unto death, even the death of the cross. 9 Wherefore God also 
hath highly exalted him, and given him a name which is above every name: (KJV) 
     
1 Peter 5:6 Humble yourselves therefore under the mighty hand of God, that he may exalt you in due 
time: (KJV) 
     
1 Pet 2:23 When they hurled their insults at him, he did not retaliate; when he suffered, he made no 
threats. Instead, he entrusted himself to him who judges justly. (NIV) 
     
NOTE:  He entrusted himself to the one who judges justly.  This is the key to all godly submission.  We 
are not entrusting our selves or important decisions to our husbands, when we submit, we need to 
entrust it all to God.    Submission is an issue of trust in God.  Will we entrust our “case” or “our life” to 
Him.  God always protects us when we entrust ourselves to Him.  Submission should never be equated 
with passivity or withdrawl of our wisdom or intellect.  We are not to become passive but to pray 
wholeheartedly in situations where we do not feel a peace with circumstances.  We do not take on a 
'slave mentality' or become a doormat.  We are to always be alert and ready to pray.  We are always to 
submit with an attitude of trust in God to work out our situation according to His purposes.  For 
example, when husbands do not take the spiritual leadership in our homes, we do not jump to fill in 
their shoes, but should begin to pray with an earnest heart for God to move upon our husband’s hearts 
for the welfare of the family.  God does not expect us to submit to the point where we compromise His 
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will or His Word.  For example, God would not expect us to rob a bank if our spouse told us to do that.  
Shadrach, Mechak, and Abednigo displayed godly submission in the face of Nebuchadnezzer, who 
demanded they bow to an idol.  They refused to bow to the idol but submitted to the kind by delivering 
themselves to his fire.   
 
7.  The Lord grants the godly woman a special anointing of wisdom for raising her family. 
 
James 3:13-18 gives us a good working definition by which to recognize the wisdom of God from the 
wisdom of the world.  “Who among you is wise and understanding?  Let him show by his good behavior 
his deeds in the gentleness of wisdom.  But if you have bitter jealousy and selfish ambition in your 
hearts, do not be arrogant and so lie against the truth.  This wisdom is not that which comes down from 
above, but is earthly, sensual, demonic. For where jealousy and selfish ambition exist, there is disorder 
and every evil thing.  But the wisdom from above is first pure, then peaceable, gentle, reasonable, full of 
mercy and good fruits, unwavering, and without hypocrisy. 18 And the fruit of righteousness is sown in 
peace by those that make peace.” (KJV) 
 
Digging Deeper in the Word:  
    
MEDITATION ON PROVERBS 14:1    
"The wise woman builds her house, but the foolish tears it down with her own hands." 
 
The wise woman makes seeking God's wisdom a high priority in her life.  This particular Hebrew word 
for "wise" is "chak-mouth" (Strong’s #2454) and it is used only one time in the entire Bible.  It means 
literally "the wisdom of women."  It is wisdom in a good sense and speaks of great skillfulness. "chak-
mouth" comes from the primary root "chah-chahm" (Strong’s #2449) which means to be wise in mind, 
word, or action; skillful and practical 
 

 It refers especially to the habit of acquiring wisdom.   
 The receiving of instruction. 
 This wisdom is closely related to the intelligence and being endued with reason.  One who is 

wise is able to gain from experiences of life and human affairs and is also skilled in divine things.   
 It is wisdom that is acquired by experience, a manner of thinking and attitude concerning life's 

experiences; including prudence, moral sensitivity, and experience in the ways of the Lord. 
 To the discrimination of good and evil.  The wise woman is able to recognize that which is good 

and discern evil when it seeks entry into her home or community.  She is able to stand against 
this evil through spiritual warfare on behalf of her family.  Hebrews 5:14  

 The knowledge or ability of making the right choices at the opportune time, joined with the 
consistency of making the right choice is an indication of maturity and development. 

 This wise woman is able to exercise correct judgment and reasoning endued upon her by the 
Lord of her life in the affairs of her home.   

 It speaks of great skillfulness, technical skills or special abilities in fashioning something. 
 This word also means to be firm, constant in mind, consistent, to have acute judgement.  She 

exhibits a firm and consistent stability in her home. She is a firm point of stability and confidence 
which inspires steadfastness and trust in her family. 

 She has her mind constantly stayed upon the Lord.   
 One who has this form of wisdom is able to teach this wisdom to others.   Titus 2:3-5  
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Vine's OT Dictionary defines this word as a mastery of the art of living in accordance with God's 
expectations.  "Mastery and art" signfiy that wisdom was a process of attainment and not an 
accomplishment.   
 
To summarize, as women we should be seeking to become wise as one who uses her intelligence, her 
experience and discernment in all her dealings with her family and others.  She uses this wisdom as a 
means by which to build her home upon the rock of Jesus Christ.  This wise woman has made the 
seeking of wisdom a part of her life's goal.  She has a teachable heart.  I believe that one of the most 
important ways to acquire this wisdom is through our personal relationship with the Lord and through 
spending quiet time each day with Him.  It is through our devotional time in the early morning that we 
can meditate in His word, fill our heart and spirit with His life, and receive His provisions for our family. 
 
THE WISE WOMAN IS A WOMAN OF PRAYER 
 
This Hebrew word for wisdom used in Prov. 14:1 is closely related to "chel" (2426) which means an 
army, an entrenchment, bulwark, host, rampart, trench, wall.  It is a source of strength and power which 
is descriptive of great wealth, virtue, valor, great forces, host or army, might power, or war.  The primary 
root for "chel" means to twist or whirl, specifically in dance or to writhe in pain as in child birth, and is 
figurative of waiting, bearing, bringing forth, shapening, travailing, it means to wait patiently and even 
to be wounded. 
 
As we ponder the words of this definition we are reminded that our position within the family of God is 
not without its pain.  We will find there are times of anguish as we labor to see Christ formed within our 
homes.  As Christ, we also must be willing to bear patiently the burdens God has given  us, and to 
remember that as we are told in John 16:21 A woman when she is in travail hath sorrow, because her 
hour is come: but as soon as she is delivered of the child, she remembereth no more the anguish, for joy 
that a man is born into the world. (KJV) 
 
Women have been given an incredible gift of emotions.  We feel deeply with God's heart of love, 
compassion, we can empathize deeply with the pain and grief of others.  We must allow the Lord to 
birth His prayers in our hearts through the love and compassion that He gives us.  When we weep for 
our children, allow Him to open the doors to prayer, that we can weep not only for our children, but the 
children of this nation. 
 
"Chel" wisdom expecially prepares one for warfare.  The wise woman is a woman of valor, one trained 
for war, strong of substance and well able to stand valiantly in the battle for the preservation of her 
family.  She is one who builds, who bears, who brings forth many times in pain, grief, and suffering.  She 
is required to tarry before the Lord, to wait with patience, and perhaps be wounded in order that her 
family may be built upon the Lord.    
 
The Proverbs 31 passage of the godly woman begins with the question "An excellent wife, who can find?  
The word "excellent" is chayil" and is translated elsewhere in the scripture as "a mighty one of valour, 
mighty man of war".  The only time it is translated virtuous or excellent is in the references where it 
applies to women.   
 
We are entering a time in the world when we must heed Jesus words to build our houses upon the 
rock, because in times of adversity those houses which have not been built upon Jesus Christ will fall.   
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7.  The wise woman is especially equipped to build. The godly woman is a builder or creator.  She is 
called "Life Giver". 
 
The Hebrew word used for "build" is "banah" and it means to build either literally or figuratively, to 
obtain children, to build a family, make a home, repair or set up.  It is used frequently with reference to 
building a house.  Banah is so intricately related to wisdom that it is also translated wisdom.  One cannot 
build apart from the wisdom of God with any possible promise of lasting quality. 
 
Psalms 127:1 Except the LORD build the house, they labour in vain that build it: except the LORD keep 
the city, the watchman waketh but in vain. (KJV) 
   
The Hebrew word for building entails both the bringing forth of new life and repairing that which is 
already present.  This is key when we remember that Adam named his wife "Eve" which means life giver.  
From the time in which sin entered the garden, Eve was definitely in the repair business as well as 
bringing new life into the world.   Proverbs 24:3-6   
 
We are given the divine authority through the power of our words to speak words of life for our family.  
We can build up and strengthen, offer encouragement and speak words of life into the hearts of our 
family moment by moment.  This comes largely out of that which we receive from the Lord in our quiet 
times with him, in our times of meditation in His word. As we spend time before the Lord and seek the 
Lord we will also receive the spiritual food by which to strengthen and nourish our families.  We need to 
be wary of idle words.  We can discipline ourselves to let every word be in line with the Holy Spirit to 
speak words of life.   
 
Ask the Lord to give you a vision of what He wants your home to become.  Are you going through day to 
day without a vision or is it your own vision and not His?  I found my vision for a long time was to have a 
clean house and I thought that out of that order God's Spirit would come.  The Lord showed me how 
wrong I was!!  He has a vision and plan for our families.  Take the time, preferably with our spouse to 
seek the Lord to know what He desires to do in your home. 
 
 
What is the Lord speaking to your heart? 
 
 
 
 
What is your response to the Lord? 
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The Wise Woman Builds Her House 
 

The word "House" used in Proverbs 14:1, is “bayith” and it means literally:  a house, but especially a 
family, home, household, palace, prison or…a dungeon. 
 

1. A house or place to stay overnight          Gen. 19:10 
2. A temple, most often referring to the temple of God      I Kings 6:37 
3. A sepulchre, home of the dead, has a certain glory          Isa. 14:18 
4. A place to store our "things", or a home for those things              Ex. 26:29; Isa. 3:18 
5. A family, household                Gen. 7:1 
 

This word "house" is used in the following combinations in the Word to create a beautiful 
picture of ways we can pray for our homes: 
 
1. Bethel "House of God" ………………………………………………..............................Joshua 18:13 

(A place of assembly) 
 

2. Beth-ezel "House of Firm Root" ……………………….………………………………………………… Micah 1:11
 (Those who have a firm root will not fall away in time of persecution) 

 
3. Beth-aram "House of the Height" ………………………...…………………………………….…Joshua 13:27 

(Place of power, meeting place with God where His glory is revealed) 
 

4. Beth-hanan "House of Grace" ………………………………………………………….…………………..I Kings 4:9 
(Noah found grace in the eyes of the Lord resulting in the salvation of his family) 
 

5. Beth-lehem "House of Bread" …………………………………………………………………………..……Micah 5:1 
(Jesus, born in Bethlehem, the Bread of Life, whose life and Word feeds us) 
 

6. Beth-Nimrah "House of Limpid and Sweet Waters" …………………………….…….Numbers 32:36 
 (Jesus is the Living Water to bring refreshment and joy) 

 
7. Beth-Eden "House of Pleasantness" …………………………………………………………..………….Amos 1:5 
 (A house filled with unity and love for one another) 

 
8. Beth-Zur "House of the rock" …………………………………………………….…………………..Joshua 15:58 
 (House built on the rock will stand in times of trouble) 
 
9. Beth-shean "House of Quiet" ………………………..………………………………………..………Joshua 17:11 
 (In the stillness we hear God’s voice) 
 
10. Beth-malku "House of the King" …………………………………………………………….…………Daniel 4:30 

(The King of Glory would dwell with us) 
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"… THE FOOLISH WOMAN TEARS (or plucks) IT DOWN WITH HER OWN HANDS."  (Prov. 14:1) 
 
We must remember there is no condemnation in Christ Jesus.  You may recognize some 
characteristics of the foolish woman operating in your life.  Don't be discouraged.  1 John 1:8-9 
gives us the wonderful promise, "If we say that we have no sin, we are deceiving ourselves, and 
the truth is not in us.  If we confess our sins, He is faithful and righteous to forgive us our sins 
and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness." So we will ask the Lord to open our eyes to any 
ways in which our words or actions may be tearing down our households.  Ask Him to cleanse 
us and help us walk more closely in His ways. 
 
The word "foolish" used in this verse is "bagad" and it is a prim. root which means to cover, to 
act covertly, to pillage, deal deceitfully, treacherously, unfaithfully, offend, transgressor.   
 
Wilson's Old Testament Word Studies defines this word as one who is ready to form rash 
hopes, one who carelessly commits to an uncertain issue, is easily provoked, one who acts 
without counsel, whose will is too hard for his understanding, one who has no reason for what 
he does, but because she has a mind to do it, one who is not delighted with understanding, one 
who trusts in her own heart or mind, impious, identified with sin. 
 
The power of a woman's influence must never be underestimated, either for good or evil.  My 
Bible's footnote concerning Satan's temptation of Eve states, Satan knew that he could 
persuade Eve more easily than Adam.  Once Eve fell, Satan was confident that she could 
influence her husband to follow the same course.   
 
We see the negative power of the woman's influence  
   in the purest of men, Adam; 
    in the wisest of men, Solomon, 
     and in the strongest of men, Samson 
 
The wife and mother is often the one who will set the mood or tone in the home.  If we are at 
peace and tranquil, others are more likely to remain so, if we are upset, angry, out of God's 
Spirit, this attitude quickly spreads through the rest of the household. 
 
Our words can give life to our hearers or they can bring destruction.  Proverbs speaks of the evil 
woman's words leading to death.  We are instructed to encourage one another more and more 
as the day draws near, we are to build up one another.  This does not just apply to the Church, 
but first foremost in our homes.  Why are our most negative critical comments reserved for the 
members of our own family?  Out of the abundance of the heart our mouths speak, so we must 
be careful what we are nurturing in our hearts, if our hearts are pure, then our words will also 
be good and pure. 
 
Our actions also are examples to our husbands and children.  By our actions are we glorifying 
Christ and showing our love and trust for Him.  Our actions show what we value most 
highly...do they see in our actions a reverence for God, a joy and delight in His Word? 
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There is no woman in the Bible who so perfectly epitomizes the spirit of the ungodly woman 
more than Jezebel.  She literally tore down her family through the influence of her ways.   
 
Jezebel's name means "without cohabitation" or "unhusbanded".  It is also be interpreted as 
one who has no habitation or dwelling place, fatherless.  Without cohabitation also means that 
no one could live with her.  She did not recognize the authority or headship of her husband. 
 
Jezebel's most predominant characteristic was the use of control and manipulation to get what 
she wanted.  She married a weak man, who came under her total domination and control.  
Jezebel introduced the false worship of Baal and Asherah into the very heart of Israel.  She 
became an enemy of the prophets of the true God, and especially became a powerful adversary 
of Elijah's.  The power of her influence eventually caused all but 7,000 faithful in Israel to bow 
their knee to Baal. 
" 
The power of her influence in the Kingdom toward evil was described in 1 Kings 21:25 "But 
there was none like unto Ahab, which did sell himself to work wickedness in the sight of the 
LORD, whom Jezebel his wife stirred up." (KJV) 
 
The Hebrew word for "stirred up" or "incited" means to prick, stimulate, to seduce, entice, 
move, persuade, provoke, remove, set on, stir up, take away.  It comes from a prim root 
meaning a wild growth of weeds or thorns as though put upon a field.  (Jezebal literally planted 
bad seeds in her husband's heart. 
 
This is similar to the tactic Delilah used with Samson.  Jud. 16:16-17 tells us that "when she 
pressed him daily with her words and urged him, that his soul was annoyed to death. So he told 
her all that was in his heart..." 
 
We can see the stark contrast between the power of the foolish woman's words and those of 
the wise woman who is also constantly sowing seeds in the hearts of her family.   
 
We have the promised in James 1:5 that "If any of you lack wisdom, let him ask of God, that 
giveth to all men liberally, and upbraideth not; and it shall be given him." (KJV) 
 
2 Cor 10:3-5  3 For though we walk in the flesh, we do not war after the flesh: 4 (For the 
weapons of our warfare are not carnal, but mighty through God to the pulling down of strong 
holds;) 5 Casting down imaginations, and every high thing that exalteth itself against the 
knowledge of God, and bringing into captivity every thought to the obedience of Christ; (KJV) 
 
Let us seek God earnestly for the wisdom to build our houses, lest we become the foolish one 
who tears it down with her own hands.  Let us pray for the purification of our own hearts and 
minds and ask the Lord by His wisdom and guidance to lead us as His builders in our homes and 
churches.  Also let us pray for a true discernment of this spirit to be released in the Church that 
we might wage a good warfare for the Kingdom of God!!  


