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Prayer for the Church & Pastors  
 

 “Even them will I bring to my holy mountain, and make them joyful in my house of prayer:  
their burnt offerings and their sacrifices shall be accepted upon mine altar;  

for mine house shall be called a house of prayer for all people.” Isaiah 56:7 (KJV)  
 

 “Unless the LORD builds the house, those who build it labor in vain. 
Unless the LORD watches over the city, the watchman stays awake in vain.” 

Psalm 127:1 (ESV) 
 

There is no prayer closer to our Lord Jesus’ heart than prayers for His Church.  Almost all of the prayers recorded in 
the New Testament are prayers for the Church.  Jesus’ prayer in John 17, which is called His “High Priestly Prayer” 
demonstrated His deep love and concern for His Church.  We need to ask the LORD to give us His heart for the Church 
so we pray, not on the basis of our understanding, but on the basis of Christ’s heart for the Church.   
 

Prayer must be a vital part of His Church. Apart from Him we can do nothing!  The Church cannot accomplish His 
commission unless we are filled with His Spirit to empower, guide and protect us in all of our ways. Jesus taught us to 
pray to “Our Father” which reveals His intention for the Church to pray together!  The Word is full of prayers for the 
Body of Christ and provides to know how to pray for the Church to reach full maturity. As members of the Body, we 
need to pray for pastors, our local body of believers, as well as to pray for brothers and sisters in the Lord around the 
world.  The LORD is the most powerful weapon for change in our churches, our homes, cities, nation and nations of 
the world.  We need Him and He has reminded us that we have not, because we ask not!  
 

Pray for the Shepherds 
 

“FIRST OF all, then, I admonish and urge that petitions, prayers, intercessions, and thanksgivings be offered on behalf 
of all men, for kings and all who are in positions of authority or high responsibility, … For such [praying] is good and 
right, and [it is] pleasing and acceptable to God our Savior…”  1 Timothy 2:1-3 (AMP) Timothy shows us that our 
priority in prayer is first for those who in positions of authority and responsibility.  Pastors carry an enormous 
weight of accountability before the LORD for the flock and we need to make it a priority to pray for pastors 
and their families.   
 

Enter His gates with thanksgiving!  Thank God for every minister of the Gospel, for each one anointed and 
appointed by God, for everyone who teaches the Word of God in purity and by His Spirit of Truth. Thank the 
LORD for every servant who serves in humility, not seeking his own good, but is truly seeking the LORD and 
His glory.  Thank the LORD for your pastor and his willingness to serve the Body of Christ.  Honor your 
pastor before the LORD and lift up his hands as he ministers in the Word, prayer and service to the Church.   
 

 Clear Vision and Calling:  Pray for all leaders to have a clear vision of their purpose and calling from the 
LORD. Pray for the LORD to release His vision for the church in a way that each person can receive it 
and “run with it.”  Acts. 20:24; Col. 4:17; Hab. 2:1-3; S of S 6:10; Isa. 60:1 

 Anointing of the LORD for the equipping and maturing of the Body of Christ.  Pray pastor will be filled 
with the Holy Spirit.  Grant them a willingness to agonize and be spent, in the example of Paul, so those 
in their care would be brought to full maturity.  Pray for the Lord to bring forth fruits of the Spirit as 
well as the gifts of the Spirit in the pastor’s life. Eph. 4:11-13; Col. 4:12 

 Life of personal holiness:  to live in righteousness, above reproach. Protect from temptations. Rom. 
12:17 (AMP); Eph. 1:4; 1 Tim. 3:2,10; I John 2:15-17; 2 Cor. 12:14; Ezek. 34:10; Isa. 56:11 

 Protect from all selfish ambition for personal advancement or gain that would compromise their 
ministry.  James 3:13-18; 1 Pet. 5:1-4; Ezek. 34:2; Zech. 11:5; John 10:12  

 A life of devotion and study in the presence of the LORD.  Pray for the pastor to have a heart after 
God’s own heart with a passion for the Word.  That he will seek the LORD with his whole heart and 
desire His presence above all else. Pray that truth and wisdom will fill his innermost being.  “But we will 
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continue to devote ourselves steadfastly to prayer and the ministry of the Word.” Acts 6:4 (AMP); Jer. 
3:15; Ps. 51:6; Jer. 10:21; 1 Cor. 2:12 

 Pray for perfect balance in relationship with the Lord and family and service and ministry. Protection 
of the pastor and his family from physical and spiritual attacks.  Heb. 13:20-21; Luke 10:38-41 

 Pray for the ability to walk in forgiveness and freedom from offense.  Pray for healing from conflicts, 
criticism and wounds often inflicted on pastors.  Pray for grace to prevent root of bitterness from 
developing.  

 Pray for encouragement and strengthening.  Pray the pastor will have a support system that provides 
both accountability and friendship. Pray for protection from burn-out and discouragement. Pray the 
LORD will guard their time so they can have times of refreshing in the presence of the LORD.  

 Pray for boldness and courage to speak the Word as given by the Lord.  Free from fear of man and 
desire to please people. Pray for the Holy Spirit to fill him with a boldness to speak and witness as he 
ought.  Boldness comes through prayer (Eph. 6:19; Ps. 138:3), the hope in the life of the minister (2 Cr. 
3:12); filling with the Holy Spirit (Acts 4:13, 29, 31).  Pray their example of boldness, even in the face of 
persecution, will inspire the body to also speak boldly and with courage.  Col. 4:3; Acts 14:3; 1 Thes. 2:2: 
Phil 1:14, 19-20 

“And I will give you pastors according to mine heart, 
which shall feed you with knowledge and understanding.”  Jeremiah 3:15 (KJV) 

 

“He tends His flock like a shepherd; He gathers the lambs in His arms 
And carries them close to His heart; He gently leads those that have young.”  Isa. 40:11 

 
The heart of a Shepherd:  Pray the LORD will give them the same heart for the sheep as the Chief 
Shepherd, Jesus Christ. Pray the pastor will be given Christ’s heart that nourishes and cherishes His 
bride. 1 Peter 5:1-4; Isa. 40:10-11; 1 Thes. 2:7-8     

 

1) Father heart: Pray that leaders will have a father heart for their flock, rather than a tutor’s heart.  1 
Cor. 4:14-15; 2 Cor. 12:15; Acts 20:31-32; Col. 1:28 

2) Love for the flock:  A willingness to lay down one’s life for the sheep.  John 10:11; 2 Cor. 11:23-28  
3) Alert and diligent to dangers facing the flock:  To take heed, perceive and guard the flock! Pray for 

keen discernment to recognized dangers to the flock from within and without.  Jer. 23:1-2; Jer. 
48:10; Prov. 27:23; Zech. 13; Mark 14:27; Zech. 10:2; Nahum 3:18; Mark 13:33 

4) Feed the flock:  Speak the Word of the LORD with freedom from the fear of man.  Teach and 
preach that which is given by the LORD – what people need to hear, not what they may want to 
hear.  John 21:16-17; Ezek. 34:15; 1 Pet. 5:2; Acts 20:28; 1 Tim. 5:17 

5) Tend the flock: To know how to tend the flock, gather them without fear, bring back those who 
have strayed, so the flock can multiply and produce fruit.   

6) Turn hearts back to God:  That his message would come from the LORD and turn hearts to God.  
Jer. 23:1-4; 23:18, 22; 28-30; 2 Tim. 2:15  

7) Lead the flock:  Vision from the LORD to know the direction and path the church needs to take. 
Wisdom and skill in leadership, knowing how to “lead” the flock with love and gentleness, as 
examples and servants and not taskmasters. Num. 27:15-17 

8) Seek and restore the lost sheep: Understanding of how to build God’s Church. Wisdom to know 
how to “set in order [medical term refers to setting of broken limbs and straightening of crooked ones] what is 
lacking.” Titus 1:5 Wisdom to know how to address sin and bring correction and restoration.  Jer. 
23:22; 2 Tim. 2:24-26; 1 Pet. 2:22-25; 2 Cor. 5:19   
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Pray for all the Saints: 
The Greek word translated “Church” in our New Testament Bibles, is “Ekklesia” and it means literally “the community 
of God”.  Strong’s defines it “a called people” as those who are called out or gathered together, the community of 
Christian members on earth or saints in heaven or both.  The New Testament uses the term “ekklesia” to describe 3 
groups of believers:  1) The Church Universal; 2) the body of believers in a local area; 3) group of believers who meet 
together.  We can pray first for our own fellowship of believers, but expand our prayers to include the believers living 
in our city or state, and the body of believers around the world.  Romans 1:9-10 
 

Pray in God’s Promises the for Church:  
 

 Pray we will see the church as Christ sees the Church.  Pray for the fulfillment of His plans and purposes for the 
Church.   Meditate on Christ’s heart for the Church.  Eph. 5:25-27 

 Pray for a return to the Truth as taught in the Word of God.  The Truth is the foundation of all that we think, say 
and do.  Prov. 30:5; John 17:17; Mark 13:31; 3 John 3-4; 2 Thes. 2:9-12; Eph. 4:14-16; John 16:3; 1 Tim. 4:3; 2 Tim. 
2:15; John 3:21; 8:31-32; Eph. 6:14; Acts 17:11 

 Unity of the believers:  Pray the Body of Christ will have a Biblical understanding of the concept of God’s Church. 
Pray walls of division among true believers will be torn down.  Pray for a release of unity firmly established on the 
Word of God.  John 17:21; Rom. 15:5, 6; Eph. 4:1-6; Phil. 1:27, 28; Phil. 2:2-4 

 Spirit of Repentance:  Pray our concept of sin lines up with God’s Word.  Ask God to search our hearts and lead us 
to repentance for our sins. Ask the LORD to remove all compromise and false teachings regarding sin. Pray for 
individual and corporate times of repentance.  Daniel 9, Nehemiah 9, and Ezra 9; Ps. 51 (entire ch); Acts 3:19 

 Pray for forgiveness and healing within the Body of Christ. Repent of all judgments, criticisms, and negative 
attitudes; especially toward those in the Body of Christ.  Pray for those who have been hurt by individuals, 
pastors, and conflicts within the Church.  The word “devil” also means “slanderer.”  Pray we will not come into 
agreement with the accuser of the brethren in his condemnation of the Church. 2 Cor. 5:14-17    

 Sanctification:  Pray for the maturing and perfecting of the Body of Christ.   We often see the blemishes, the faults 
and failings of the Church but sees the Church as she will become as a Bride purified and made ready for the 
Bridegroom.  He is our Sanctifier.   Heb. 13:12; 1 Thes. 3:10; 2 Tim. 3:16-17 

 Separation from the world: For believers to be separated from the world and the world’s ways of thinking and 
acting.  Matt. 13:22; 16:26; John 12:25; 17:16; Rom. 12:2; Gal. 1:4; James 4:4; 1 John 2:15-17; 5:4-5, 19 

 Return to the first love relationship of intimacy and zeal which so characterized the early Church and was 
exhibited through their constant prayer and evangelism.  Rev. 2:4, 5; Acts 1:14; 2:2, 42-47  

 Pray for a spirit of intercession in the Church defined by prevailing, importune prayer. Isa. 62:6-7, 10  
 Pray for the Lord to raise up and perfect a flock of men who will come into positions of leadership and authority 

within their homes, churches and communities.  Ezek. 34:11-16; 36:37 Pray for a release of the apostolic ministry 
within the Body of Christ Titus 1:5; 1 Thes. 3:2; Rom. 1:11; Heb. 11:40 

 Pray for revival within the Church.  Pray the LORD will stir the hearts of believers to become fully awake and filled 
with passion for the LORD.  Satan can’t halt the Church, but apathy, compromise, unbelief, sin and complacency 
will keep the Church from fulfilling God’s purposes.  Pray believers will cast off all that hinders, every 
encumbrance and sin and run with endurance the race that is set before us. Heb. 12:1,2, Matt. 5:48 Pray for an 
outpouring of the Holy Spirit’s conviction of sin, lukewarmness, compromise that will bring forth true repentance 
in the Body of Christ. Ps. 51; Zech. 12:10; 13:1-2; Rev. 3:2; 2 Chron. 7:14 

 Humility:  Pray the Church would humble herself and become aware of our incredible need for Him. Pray for 
confession of our blindness and poor spiritual condition.  Rev. 3:14-22 Pray that believers will buy gold refined by 
fire and learn righteousness and maturity through trials confronting the Church. Rev. 3:18; Isa. 26:8-9; 1 Pet. 5:10; 
James 1:2-4; Rom. 5:3-6 

 Encouragement and strengthening of all believers, especially those who are enduring persecution for the sake of 
Jesus Christ.  2 Sam. 22:33; Ps. 138:3; Ps. 27:14; Joshua 1:6,7,9; Isa. 40:28-41) 

 Pray for an outpouring of the spirit of love within the Body of Christ. 1 John 1:17,18,23; John 15:13; 21:15-17; 1 
Cor. 13:1-8; 1 Pet. 1:22)  

 “That He might present to Himself the Church in all her glory!”  This is the Church in her beautiful garments!  Isa. 
52:1; Rev. 21-22 (esp. 21:2, 6, 9-11; 22:13)
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Praying the Word 
 

Biblical Prayers for The Church 
 

The great majority of the recorded prayers in the New Testament were for the whole household of faith.  (Eph. 6:18; 
John 17:9).  Arthur Pink “Gleanings from Paul” stated, “The very fact that these prayers, inspired by the Holy Spirit, 
have been placed on permanent record in the sacred Volume intimates the particular favors which are to be sought 
and obtained from God.” Taken in part from “Gleanings from Paul:  Studies in the Prayers of the Apostle” by Arthur W. Pink. Moody Press, 
Chicago, 1967 
 

Jesus’ Prayers in the New Testament 
 

The Lord’s Prayer        Matthew 6:9-13 
Calling Forth the Dead       John 11:41-43 
Prayer in Times of Testing       Luke 22:32 
High Priestly Prayer       John 17 
Prayer of Forgiveness       Luke 23:33-34 

 

Prayers of the Early Church: Acts 
 

Prayer for Instruction in Prayer            Luke 11:1  
Prayer for Guidance        Acts 1:24-25  
Prayer for Boldness        Acts 4:24-31  
Forgiveness of Persecutors       Acts 7:59-60 

 

Paul’s Prayers for the Church 
 

 Prayer of Thanksgiving and Encouragement      Romans 1:8-12 
 Prayer for perseverance and unity of heart      Romans 15:5-7 
 Prayer for Hope, Joy and Peace       Romans 15:13  
 Prayer for Peace         Romans 15:33 
 Prayer to be established in insight       Romans 16:25-27 
 Prayer for weaker brothers      1 Cor. 1:4-7 
 Prayer concerning tribulation      2 Cor. 1:3-5 
 Prayer in Affliction       2 Cor. 13:14 
 Prayer and thanksgiving for all spiritual blessings     Eph. 1:3 
 Prayer for Faith and knowledge       Eph. 1:15-17  
 Prayer for Understanding        Eph. 1:18 
 Prayer for Spiritual Apprehension       Eph. 1:19-20  
 Prayer for Appreciation of Christ’s Triumph      Eph. 1:20 
 Prayer of Adoration        Eph. 1:20-23 
 Prayer for Inner Strength        Eph. 3:14-16 
 Prayer for Christ Centeredness       Eph. 3:17 
 Prayer for Comprehension of God’s love      Eph. 3:18-21 
 Prayer of Doxology        Eph. 3:20-21 
 Prayer for grace and peace       Phil 1:2-7 

Prayer for Discerning Love       Phil. 1:8-10 
Prayer for Fruits of Righteousness       Phil. 1:11 
Prayer for a Worthy walk        Col. 1:9-10 
Prayer for Long Suffering        Col. 1:11-12 
Prayer for Joy and Thankfulness       Col. 1:11-12  
Prayer for Brotherly Love       1 Thes. 3:11-13 
Prayer for Sanctification of Young Saints     1 Thes. 5:23-24 
Prayer for Persevering Grace: Occasion and Importunity   2 Thes. 1:11-12 
Prayer for Persevering Grace:  Petition, Design & Accomplishment  2 Thes. 1:11-12 
Prayer for Comfort and Stability      2 Thes 2:16-17 
Prayer for Love toward God      2 Thes. 3:5 
Prayer for Patience       2 Thes. 3:5 
Prayer of Worship       1 Tim. 1:17; 6:15-16 
Paul’s Prayer for Philemon       Philemon 4-6  


