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The Keys to the Kingdom 
 

I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven; 
and whatever you bind (declare to be improper and unlawful) on earth 

must be what is already bound in heaven; 
and whatever you loose (declare lawful) on earth 

must be what is already loosed in heaven. 
Matt 16:15-21 (AMP) 

 
Portion for the Journey:  
 
It is a great honor to be awarded the keys to a city.  When you give a friend the key to your house, you 
are demonstrating your trust by placing all that belongs to you in their hands.  Do you find yourself 
intrigued by the idea of having a set of keys to the Kingdom of Heaven?  Jesus is granting us a place of 
incredible power and authority in heaven!  But, do we understand how to apply this verse in our lives?  
If we have these keys, do we know what they are or how to use them?  There are many ways that we 
could interpret the verse in Matthew 16:19. Some teachers teach that binding and loosing is related to 
the Church rules and disciplines.  Some teachers refer to binding and loosing of spirits or demons. 
Catholic teaching says that this was a specific power given only to Peter as the head of the Church.    
 
If we want to know the truth, do not first turn to commentaries, footnotes, or others' teachings about a 
passage.  While there is a valuable place for these resources, we must always keep in mind that they are 
the opinions of men and can be wrong.  Some of the most deeply held heresies to the Church have been 
passed along in commentaries by "authorities" on the Word.   
  
1.  We should FIRST seek the LORD, ask Him for understanding and for His Wisdom and truth.  We 
want to learn to be like the Bereans who sought the Word themselves to see whether what they are 
being taught was true.  We should seek out the truth, which is more valuable than gold or precious 
jewels.  Pray and ask the Lord to give you wisdom and understanding of His Word. Ask God to grant the 
gift of discernment that will allow you to discern between truth and error. We honor God and His Word 
when we are willing to take the time to seek understanding and truth.  2 Peter 1:20; Acts 17:10-11; Prov. 
2:1-14Prov. 25:2; Prov. 2:1-15; Proverbs 14:12; James 1:5 
  
2.  Meditate on the Word of God.  As we meditate on the Word, God is able to speak to us and give us 
understanding.  I will meditate in thy precepts, and have respect unto thy ways. Psalms 119:15 (KJV)   
The word "meditate" used in this passage is "siyach."  This word which is translated "meditate" means to 
pray, commune, muse, ponder.  It means to rehearse or go over a matter in one's mind. This word 
carries with it the idea of reverence or devotion to the Word.    When we meditate on the Word, we 
take each word as if it is gold and examine it carefully, and to seek to understand it fully.  God promises 
great blessings to those who meditate on His Word.  Ps. 119:97; Josh. 1:6-9; Ps. 1:1-3 
  
3. Scripture will always interpret Scripture:   
   

a.  Always read the passage in context.  Beware of teachings that take a single verse and make a 
teaching from that verse in isolation.  This is what cults do.  Read the chapter or chapters that 
come both before and after the verse you are studying.  This will help you to understand the 
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context where the verse was written.   All teachings that come from a single verse must be 
consistent and tie together with the entire Word of God.   
  
b.  Check cross references to other passages that use similar key words or "sister" passages.  The 
word is consistent in its use of symbolism and types.   Matthew 18:18, Isa. 22:22; Rev. 1:18; 3:7; 
Job 12:13,14; The LORD's PRAYER:  Matt. 6 
  
c.  Take time to look up the meanings of words, so that our interpretation of the meaning of the 
words is accurate.  We often think we know what words mean, but when we look them up in the 
Greek or Hebrew we find that the meaning is different, or there is a depth to the meaning of the 
Word that we were not aware existed.   
  

4.  Remember the law of simplicity: The Good News of the Gospel is always meant to be simple and 
should always lead us closer to Jesus Himself.  Remember, we are to be like children! Eve was deceived 
because she wanted to know more.  Paul said, “But I am afraid that, as the serpent deceived Eve by his 
craftiness, your minds will be led astray from the simplicity and purity of devotion to Christ. For if one 
comes and preaches another Jesus whom we have not preached, or you receive a different spirit which 
you have not received, or a different gospel which you have not accepted, you bear this beautifully. 2 
Cor 11:3-4 (NASB)  The Word is veiled to those who do not believe, those without spiritual discernment, 
but for those who believe it should be straightforward and always ties to Jesus, His Life and His 
teachings.  Beware of teachings that make things complex or complicated.  These teachings tickle the 
ears or stimulate the intellect, but they will not be consistent with the Good News of the Gospel.   
  
5.  Types and symbols used in the word are consistent:  Opponents of the LORD like to try to point out 
inconsistencies or contradictions in the Bible.  There is no inconsistency.  When one looks deeply at the 
supposed "inconsistencies" you will find they are based on faulty assumptions and there is an 
explanation.  The word is usually very consistent in its use of symbolism and types.  For example, the 
"serpent" is consistently representative of Satan or the demonic.  Then I thought of the rod of Moses 
that turned into a serpent, actually the picture was the rod (symbol of authority) over the serpent, 
Satan.  Fiery serpents amongst the people of Israel as judgment, Moses instructed to make the bronze 
serpent on the pole/rod.  Again symbol of authority over the serpents. Sheep:  Jesus and His children.   
LION:  symbol of authority or power.  Jesus is the Lion of the Tribe of Judah.  Satan is said to be "like a 
roaring lion."  He is not one who has true authority or power.   
  
Digging Deeper in the Word: 
  
1.  Use a Bible that has cross references.  Make a list of the cross references to Matt. 16:19.  Read the 
verses given as cross references and note any pertinent contextual information as well.  Make notes 
regarding what you are learning.  Additional cross references can be added by looking at the cross 
references given with the verses you are reading that appear to be related.  [Matthew 18:18, Isa. 22:22; 
Isa. 45:1-3; Luke 22:29; Luke 11:20; Rev. 1:18; 3:7; 5:5; 22:16; Job 12:13,14; Matt. 3:2; 6:9; Rom 14:17; 
Acts 1:1-8; John 20:19-28; Rom. 14:17; John 3:5; Mark 2:1-12] 
  
2.  Ponder the idea of "keys."  What does it mean when you give your keys to someone?  What do keys 
do? Consider a prison, who has the "keys" in a prison?  What do those keys represent?  Are the "keys" 
referred to here "keys" as in literal objects used for locking doors or "keys" that explain something 
difficult to understand?  Use a regular dictionary and a Strong's dictionary (Strong's #2807) and look up 
the word "key."  Which definitions are consistent with the context of Matt. 16:19?    
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[Note:  In ancient times, the steward of a wealthy family, especially the royal household, was given a 
key, probably a golden one, in recognition of his office.  It has been a long time practice to give 
dignitaries a "key" to the city which recognized their welcome access to the city.  Therefore, the phrase 
referring to giving a person the key naturally grew to raising him to great power.] 
  
3.  Read Zech. 3 (entire chapter).  What does the Lord describe as the conditions for Joshua to have free 
access in the throne room of heaven?  How do these "keys" compare to the "keys" taught in the Gospel 
in the New Testament? 
  
4.  Look at our main verse, Matthew 16:19, and any of the additional verses the LORD leads you to in 
several different translations.  Make notes of what the LORD is showing you through the different 
wording. 
  
5.  Look at Matt. 18:18 in context of chapter 18. What is the context of this teaching?   What additional 
information about binding and loosing does this passage teach you?  Who is Jesus addressing in Matt. 
16:19?  Who is Jesus addressing in Matt. 18:18? 
  
6.  Use Strong's Concordance or other Greek Lexical aids to look up the meaning of the words for 
bind/loose in the Greek.  What insight does knowing the literal meaning of these words give you? 
 
7.  Meditate on verses where Jesus taught about the Kingdom of Heaven.  How does this help you to 
understand His Keys to the Kingdom? 
 
What Is God Speaking To Me?  What have you learned about the authority God has given you 
in this verse?   
  
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
My Response to God:   How will understanding the "Keys" that Jesus has given us change how you 
pray?   
 


