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Faith in Times of Testing 
  
Key Scripture: 
  

Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery ordeal among you,  
which comes upon you for your testing,  

as though some strange thing were happening to you;  
but to the degree that you share the sufferings of Christ,  

keep on rejoicing, so that also at the revelation of His  
glory you may rejoice with exultation.  1 Peter 4:12-13 (NASB) 

  

Today’s Portion for the Journey: 
  
One thing we can count on in our Christian walk, is that we will face times of trial and testing.  The LORD 
consistently places tests in our lives, some of which are major and hard to miss, and others which are 
small and easily overlooked.   It is important to keep in mind, that each one of these tests is chosen 
carefully by the LORD to help us grow and become prepared to spend an eternity with Him.  He is 
sovereign and everything that comes into our lives enters only under His watchful care.  Knowing that 
God allows His children to go through tests for our good will help us to make sense of painful 
circumstances that we are going through and give us insight to know how to respond.  It is God's work to 
prepare us, it is our job to be diligent to watch over the attitudes of our heart:  to trust Him, show love 
and thankfulness in all situations, not giving way to fear, doubt or discouragement and being quick to 
confess our sins as we become aware of them.  It is in these times we can truly walk by faith and not by 
sight. 
  
In times of severe trials, also called “testings”, His fires of purification burn brightest in our lives.  
Sometimes the fire is turned up for a few minutes, and sometimes for a sustained length of time.  
Testing is never pleasant!  Job certainly did not seem to be having a good time!  So, why does God test 
us?  Doesn't He already know everything that is in our hearts?  His Word is clear that He knows us inside 
and out!  We can have greater strength in times of testing if we realize that God allows trials so He can 
show us what is in our hearts.  We are the ones who don't know our own heart's true condition.  Trials 
by fire have a way of bringing the impurities hidden in our hearts to the surface so we can repent and be 
purified.  Tests are also opportunities for us to demonstrate our faith, our love, and trust in Him through 
praise and worship when we “feel” far from being thankful.  This is when we are able to buy “pure gold” 
that is refined in the fire. 
 
  “For the time being no discipline brings joy, but seems grievous and painful; but afterwards it yields a 
peaceable fruit of righteousness to those who have been trained by it [a harvest of fruit which consists in 
righteousness—in conformity to God’s will in purpose, thought, and action, resulting in right living and 
right standing with God].”  Heb. 12:11 (Amp) 
  
Shortly before He went to the cross, Jesus told the disciples they were all going to fail Him and fall away 
when He was arrested. But as He warned them ahead of time about this, He said something very 
interesting.  He said, "These things I have spoken to you, so that in Me you may have peace….For I have 
overcome the world [I have deprived it of power to harm you and have conquered it for you."  (see John 
16:31-33 AMP) Have you ever thought about those words?  How could knowing you are going to fail a 
test give you peace?  Bob Sorge, in his book, "The Fires of Delayed Answers," offered an insight which I 
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have found to be very helpful.  It is that God does not expect us to pass every test!  He allows tests to 
humble us, show us our weaknesses, to cause us to lay down our foolish pride, and our reliance upon 
"self."   
  
True peace comes when we can learn to enter trials, no matter how devastating, knowing that God is in 
control and that He will use everything that happens in our lives for good.  Even the times when we fail 
the test!  In fact, we may learn far more when we fail than we do when we succeed!  I used to feel that 
when I failed a test, I needed to keep my distance and maybe hide from Him, like Adam and Eve did in 
the garden, but the truth is that God wants us to come running to Him, bringing every mistake and 
stumbling to Him.  Remember when you were a child and you fell down and skinned your knee, where 
did you go?  You ran straight to the loving arms of a parent with all the trust in the world that they could 
make it better. God wants us to do the same thing, come close to Him, bring our sins, our failings, our 
weaknesses to Him, and pray for His forgiveness, His protection and for His transforming power to go to 
work in those areas that are exposed.  The key is to turn to God in times of testing and not to let your 
heart become discouraged or disappointed.  Stand and watch to see what He is going to do with your 
situation! He is preparing us for eternal life in His Kingdom! 1 Sam. 12:16; Ex. 14:13-14,31  
 
Digging Deeper in the Word 
 

Look up the verses in the section below.  Your first exercise will be to use the verses to test the 
teaching in “Today’s Portion for the Journey.”   
  
1.   Job was tested to prove his righteousness. (Job 1:1-12)  Peter and the disciples were tested to prove 
their lack of ability to stand apart from the LORD. (Mark 14:31) The word “test” is taken from the 
process that a refiner of precious metals uses to examine the metal and remove impurities.  The metal is 
heated to a melting point so the impurities will rise to the surface and allow the smelter to remove 
them.  The Hebrew word for “test” means to investigate, examine, prove, tempt, try.  Look at these 
verses that describe God as one who tests us:  Ps. 66:10; 1 Thes. 2:4; 1 Chron. 29:17; Prov. 17:3; Jer. 
11:20 
 
2.  In Hebrews 12:26-28 the Lord says that He will shake the earth and the heavens so that only those 
things which cannot be shaken remain.  He wants our foundations to be firmly in Him.  Jesus taught that 
those who are not firmly upon the Rock, who do not have a firm root in themselves will fall away in 
times of persecution.  Luke 8:13; Mark 4:17 Read these passages and ask the LORD to show you any 
areas where you are trusting in something other than Jesus, who is our Rock.      
 
3.  Jeremiah wrote, “The heart is deceitful above all things, and it is exceedingly perverse and corrupt 
and severely, mortally sick! Who can know it [perceive, understand, be acquainted with his own heart 
and mind]? I the Lord search the mind, I try the heart, even to give to every man according to his ways, 
according to the fruit of his doings. “  Jer 17:9-10 (AMP); 2 Chron. 6:30; Prov. 16:2; Prov. 21:2; 1 John 
1:8,9.   Do we know what sin hides in our hearts?  Who does know the condition of our hearts?   
 
4.  Job is the Bible’s poster boy for testing! In all of his trials, he held fast to his faith in the LORD.  See 
Job 1:21; Job 2:10; Job 19:25-27 How does this verse show Job's faith?  What attitude of Job’s heart 
should we seek to imitate when we go through trials?  
 
5.   Peter was confident that he could stand in a time of the testing of his faithfulness to the LORD.  Jesus 
knew his heart, He knew Peter would not be able to stand in the time of testing. In fact, in this case, 
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failing the test was probably part of the test!  What did Jesus pray for him that would sustain him?  Luke 
22:31-34 How can failing a test be good for us?  Is it always good to fail the tests?  Ex. King Saul.   
 
6. In John 16:31-33 Jesus warned the disciples that they would all fail the test.  He said that He warned 
them ahead of time, so they would have peace. Can you now explain why Jesus would tell the disciples 
that would fail the test set before them should give them peace?  What are some of the reassurances 
that Jesus gives to ensure that we will have peace, even in times when we fail His tests?  What are the 
promised results when we have been purified through testing?  James 1:3,12  
 
7.  How are we to respond in times of testing:  Recognize that He is the Pearl of Great Price, worth far 
more than whatever we might lose on this earth, even our own lives. Testing is a time when we can buy 
gold that is an investment in eternity!    Rev. 3:18   

 
a. Draw near to the LORD!  Human nature wants to shrink back.  We must choose to draw 

near!  Spend time in His Word and prayer! Ps. 119:89-94  
b. Seek Him with your whole heart and meditate on His character. Search His Word with a 

heart willing to repent if He shows you any sin.  James 4:8; Hebrews 4:16 
c. Thank Him by faith in the trial and for the trial, no matter what it is!  1 Thes. 2:13; Phil. 4:6; 

Col. 4:2; James 1:2-4; 2 Cor. 12:10 
d. Choose to trust Him, even if you have no understanding of why something is happening.  

Times of testing and trials are times of “crisis” which means a crossroads.  We have a choice 
to harden our hearts or to walk fully by faith.  Heb. 3:8; Josh. 24:15 

e. Ask God to search your heart and show you any sin that might be contributing to the trial. 
Confess those sins and receive His cleansing and purification.   Prov. 4:23; Ps. 139:23-24; Ps. 
26:1-3, Ps. 44:21; Ps.19:14 

f. Worship Him in the time of trial and praise Him for His love, His sovereignty and His 
goodness.  It is easy to praise when things go well, but praise offered in times of trial are 
incredibly powerful.  David actually commanded his soul to bless the LORD! Ps. 42:5-8; Heb. 
13:15; Ps. 100 

g. Rely upon Him to help you pass the test!  The rich young ruler walked away sad because he 
failed the test Jesus presented.  How different would this have ended if he had asked Jesus 
to help him and remained close until Jesus did!  Matt. 19:16-26 

h. Trust God that good will come from our trials, may we declare with David, “It was good for 
me that I was afflicted, that I may learn Your statutes.”  Ps. 119:71 

What is God Speaking to Your Heart?  
Look through your notes on this lesson.  Is the LORD showing you any tests that you are going through 
right now?  Is He showing you any that you have failed? How did you respond?  What did that show you 
about your heart?  What response does the LORD want from you now?   

Your Response to the Lord!  
Since testing reveals our weaknesses and sins, we need to respond to times of testing with repentance, 
and bringing our sins to the LORD and asking Him to work the qualities we need in order to pass the test 
next time.  Pour out your heart to Him about these things! 

 Let’s Pray Together:  Lord, we praise and thank You that You are sovereign over everything that concerns 
us.  Thank you for the revelation that when the fires get hotter, you are in the fire with us, and You are 
the One who causes us to come through victoriously.  Thank you that every trial is meant for good, to 
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help us grow in Your likeness and for the peace that comes with this knowledge.  LORD, we are so 
grateful that You have provided for us even when we fail, and that You are able to make even our 
failings work for good in our lives.  Help us to buy gold in times of trial, so that we can emerge 
victoriously in the last day! 
  
“I advise you to buy from Me gold refined by fire so that you may become rich, and white garments so 
that you may clothe yourself, and that the shame of your nakedness will not be revealed; and eye salve 
to anoint your eyes so that you may see. ' Those whom I love, I reprove and discipline; therefore be 
zealous and repent. 'Behold, I stand at the door and knock; if anyone hears My voice and opens the door, 
I will come in to him and will dine with him, and he with Me. 'He who overcomes, I will grant to him to sit 
down with Me on My throne, as I also overcame and sat down with My Father on His throne. He who has 
an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches.'"   Rev 3:18-22 (NASB) 


