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Highway Prayer Strategy and Meditation: 
 

This prayer strategy originated through seeking the LORD to know how to pray for a town in Iowa.  
This town had experienced a number of tragic deaths on the highway going through the town.  It 
concluded with a year of prayer for the town itself.  Twenty-one specific obstacles that hinder the way 
of repentance and salvation were found in the Word.   Each week, the group prayed through one of 
the specific “obstacles.”  We remained on that single obstacle until we felt we had prayed through 
before moving on to the next. By the time the group had prayed through all of the obstacles, there 
was a definite change in the spiritual climate of the entire town.  Bible Studies and prayer groups 
were initiated that met day and night.  Christ was the topic of conversation in break rooms, coffee 
shops and recreation events.  Many committed their lives to the LORD and church attendance soared.  
It was learned the LORD was giving this same prayer strategies to groups all around the nation with 
amazing answers to prayer.  God has given His Word as a powerful guide for prayer!  
 
KEY SCRIPTURES: 
1.  Isaiah 57:14 “And it shall be said, ‘Build up, build up, prepare the way (or road, NIV), remove every 
obstacle (or stumbling block, KJV) out of the way of my people.” (NAS) 
 

2.  Isaiah 62:10 “Go through, go through the gates; clear (or prepare, NIV) the way for the people; build 
up, build up the highway; remove the stones, lift up a standard (or banner, NIV) over the peoples.”   
 
STRONG'S NUMBERS: 
 

Isa. 57:14 And shall say <559>, Cast ye up <5549>, cast ye up <5549>, prepare <6437> the way <1870>, 
take up <7311> the stumbling block <4383> out of the way <1870> of my people <5971>.  
 

Isa. 62:10   Go through <5674> , go through <5674>  the gates <8179>; prepare <6437>  ye the way 
<1870> of the people <5971>; cast up <5549> , cast up <5549>  the highway <4546>; gather out <5619>  
the stones <68>; lift up <7311>  a standard <5251> for the people <5971>.  
 
DEFINITIONS: 
 

"And shall say” (559) 'Amar (aw-mar'); a primitive root; to say (used with great latitude):  
KJV-- answer, appoint, avouch, bid, boastself, call, certify, challenge, charge, + (at the, give) command (-
ment), commune, consider, declare, demand, X desire, determine, X expressly, X indeed, X intend, 
name, X plainly, promise, publish, report, require, say, speak (against, of), X still, X suppose, talk, tell, 
term, X that is, X think, use [speech], utter, X verily, X yet. 
 

"Cast ye up” (Build up) (5549) calal (saw-lal'); a primitive root; to mound up (especially a turnpike); 
figurative, to exalt; reflexively, to oppose (as by a dam):   KJV-- cast up, exalt (self), extol, make plain, 
raise up. 
 

"prepare"  (6437)  panah (paw-naw');  a primitive root; to turn; by implication, to face, i.e. appear, look, 
etc.:   KJV-- appear, at [even-] tide, behold, cast out, come on, X corner, dawning, empty, go away, lie, 
look, mark, pass away, prepare, regard, (have) respect (to), (re-) turn (aside, away, back, faceself,), X 
right [early].  ***. paneh. See 6440. 
 



Portions for The Journey “Highway Prayer Strategy” ©2015 By Tami Skarin www.portionsforthejourney.com     2 

 

"the way"  ( 1870)  derek (deh'-rek);  from 1869; a road (as trodden); figuratively, a course of life or 
mode of action, often adverb: KJV-- along, away, because of, + by, conversation, custom, [east-] ward, 
journey, manner, passenger, through, toward, [high-] [path-] way [-side], whither [-soever]. 
 
"take up"  (7311)  ruwm (room);  a primitive root; to be high actively, to rise or raise (in various 
applications, literally or figuratively): KJV-- bring up, exalt (self), extol, give, go up, haughty, heave (up), 
(be, lift up on, make on, set up on, too) high (-er, one), hold up, levy, lift (-er) up, (be) lofty, (X a-) loud, 
mount up, offer (up), + presumptuously, (be) promote (-ion), proud, set up, tall (-er), take (away, off, 
up), breed worms. 
 
"of my people" (5971) `am (am); from 6004; a people (as a congregated unit); specifically, a tribe (as 
those of Israel); hence (collectively) troops or attendants; figuratively, a flock: KJV-- folk, men, nation, 
people. 
 
      FOUR BASIC INSTRUCTIONS 
 
I. Go through the gates: 
II. Clear the way for the people and Remove every obstacle out of the way of my people (remove the 

stones) 
III. Build up, build up, prepare the way 
IV. Lift up a standard or banner over the people 
 
 
I.  “GO THROUGH THE GATES” 
 
Gates:   Sha’ar (8179) an opening, i.e. door or gate: --city, door, gate, port (X -er). From 8176 a 
primitive root; to split or open, i.e. (literally, but only as denominative from 8179) to act as gate-
keeper (see 7778): (figuratively) to estimate: --think.  
 
Literally, it is the structure that controls entrance or exit of a city.   Vine’s says that the importance of 
and the strength of the gates was synonymous with power or place of rule and authority.  The gates 
stood for those who held government and administered justice.  It sometimes was symbolic of the city 
itself.  Metaphorically gates speak of the entrances of the ways leading to life and destruction, any 
means of entrance as the gate to one’s heart.  Figurative of righteousness, salvation, Heaven, satanic 
power, and death.   
 
Gates and gateways of eastern cities anciently held and still hold an important part, not only in the 
defense but in the public economy of the place.  (Gen. 22:17; 24:60; Deut. 12:12; Judges 5:8; Ruth 4:10; 
Ps. 87:2; 122:2). 
 
“To possess the gate” was a term meaning power and wealth (Gen. 12:17). It was the place of assembly 
(Prov. 1:21) for social (Ps. 69:12) and legal purposes (Ruth 4:1).  Daniel sat in the gate of the king of 
Babylon (Dan. 4:49).  It was also the place for attracting the attention of the ruler of the city (Esther 
2:19) and for marketing (II Kings 7:1).  The gate was spoken of as the meaning of the city (Gen. 14:60; Ps. 
87:2) or the people of the city (2 Sam. 15:2). 
 
Purposes of the gates:  The gate was the place for great assemblies of the people (Prov. 1:21) as they 
passed into and out of the city.  This naturally led to the custom of using gates as places of public 
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deliberation; reading the law and holding court, gathering news, gossip, attracting the attention of a 
sovereign or dignitary at his coming out or going in.  The priests and prophets seem to have delivered 
their discourses, admonitions, and prophecies near the gates.  Criminals were punished outside the 
gate.  In heathen cities the open spaces near the gates appear to have been sometimes used as places 
for a sacrifice.  The idols or teraphim of the city were often placed at the gates.   Being positions of great 
importance the gates of the cities were carefully guarded and closed at nightfall.  (Unger’s Bible 
Dictionary)   
 
Figurative:  Gates were sometimes taken as representing the cities themselves, (Gen. 22:7; 24:60; Deut. 
12:12, Judg. 5:8; Ruth 4:10, Psalm 87:2; 122:2). 
 
Prayer Application: Ask the Lord to show you the seats of power, authority and areas of influence in the 
city.  The Lord is giving His authority to remove usurpers and establish His rule in the seats of authority 
in the city!!  (See handout, Areas of Influence).   
 
II. “CLEAR THE WAY AND REMOVE EVERY STUMBLINGBLOCK” 
 
“the stumbling blocks” 4383 mikshowl (mik-shole'); or mikshol (mik-shole'); masculine from 3782; a 
stumbling-block, literally or figuratively (obstacle, enticement [specifically an idol], scruple): KJV-- caused 
to fall, offence, X [no-] thing offered, ruin, stumbling-block.  Any object over which a person may trip or 
fall, hence the cause of ruin or disgust.  The Hebrew Word “Mikhshol” also referred to as a stumbling 
block, offense of the heart, or stumbling stone, or rock of offense.  Offense has two meanings: (a) 
intrinsically to go astray, or (b) transitively, to lead one astray.  Hence an offense is either a trespass or a 
cause of a trespass.  A derivative “Moquesh” is translated “skandalon” in the Greek text.  It denotes a 
bait and a snare; it signifies to put a bait or a snare in the way.  Isaiah 8:14-15 is a good scriptural 
definition of a stumbling block.  Skandalon was originally the name of the part of the trap or snare to 
which the bait was attached, hence the trap or snare itself.  It was the part, which when tripped, caused 
the trap to be sprung.  (Romans 11:9) Peter’s words to Jesus were perceived as a snare laid for Him by 
Satan.  (Matt. 16:23).  It is always used metaphorically in the same was as a noun.  Ordinarily anything 
that arouses prejudice, or becomes a hindrance to others, or causes them to fall by the way.  Sometimes 
the hindrance is good and those stumbled by it are wicked.  It is used 14 times in Matthew, 8 in Mark, 2 
in Luke, 2 in John.  It means to offend, fall, stumble, to sin, to cause to fall or stumble.  A means of doing 
wrong or an occasion for falling.  A cause of stumbling; anything that leads others to sin. “Let us not 
therefore judge one another anymore: but judge this rather, that no man put a stumbling block or an 
occasion to fall in his brother's way.” Rom 14:13   
 
Prayer Application:   
 
1. Meditate on the Word of God for the scriptural references given for each particular stumbling block.  

(See list below) 
2. Ask the Holy Spirit to search your heart and reveal to you any personal sin in your life involving this 

stumbling-block. 
3. Confess this sin as the Lord reveals it to you.  You may use Ezra 9, Nehemiah 9, or Daniel 9 as an 

example of prayers of confession in which we, as intercessors, identify with the sins of our people, 
our city, our nation, or the Body of Christ and ask God’s forgiveness and mercy. 

4. Ask the Lord to cleanse and release all from this bondage.  As the Lord leads, bind Satan’s power to 
use this obstacle in the lives of those in your target area.  Use Matt. 16:19 and Matt. 18:18 as your 
scriptural authority. 
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5. Ask the Holy Spirit to fill all involved with love for Him and for one another.  (I John 2:10) Love is the 
greatest factor which can prevent placing stumbling blocks or obstacles in another’s way. 

 
STUMBLINGBLOCKS HINDERING THE WAY TO GOD: 
 
1. Offenses:  Allowing an offense to take root will cause one to bring sin upon oneself.  Abigail warned 

King David of this 1 Sam. 25:31. The word offense is the same meaning as the word, stumbling block.  
In the Greek, this word is, “skandalon”, which was the name of the part of the trap on which the bait 
was placed.  In the NT it is used of anything that causes prejudice, or that is a hindrance, or a cause 
for any to fall.  “See to it that no one comes short of the grace of God; that no root of bitterness 
springing up cases trouble and by it many be defiled.”  (Heb. 12:15) Ask the Lord to show you if 
there are offenses or roots of bitterness in the city that continue to cause others to sin.  (i.e. racial 
injustices).  Campbell McAlpine in his book on “Loyalty, Betrayal, and Offense” comments that 
where there is offense, sin and betrayal will always follow. 

 
Reasons for offense include:   
 Rejection by Men:   Example:  Absalom.  2 Sam. 13-19 
 Rejected by God:  Example:  Cain.  (Gen. 4:6; Rom. 5:12) There was sin in his heart and it 

mastered him.  1 John 3:11,12; Heb. 11:4 
 Jealousy (including spiritual jealousy) Example:  Joseph Gen. 37:3, 11, 18; Acts 7:9; James 3:14-

17; James 1:5; i.e. 1 Kings 13 Younger prophet and older prophet, David & King Saul 
 
Scriptures for Meditation:  Ps. 119:65; Heb. 12:15; Eph. 4:26-30; 1 Sam. 25:31; Matt. 24:8-13;1 Cor. 
10:31-33; 2 Cor. 6:3,4; Acts 24:16 
 

2.  Offense at Jesus Christ.  Jesus warned that many would be offended by Him and that He would be 
the cause for many to stumble.  (Isa. 8:14) The message of the cross offends those who cannot accept 
the teachings of Jesus Christ. (1 Cor. 1:23,24; Phil. 3:18) Jesus clearly defined the cost of being His 
disciple.  The cross demands that Jesus must come before any human relationship.  This offends some, 
because they want to be first in another person’s life.  (Luke 14:26; Gal. 1:10).   

 
The Cross deals with possessions:  Luke 14:33 When a person comes to Christ, their situation is changed.  
Before, they owned things, now they own nothing.  They become the stewards of what a loving, 
generous Father gives them.  It was this cost that offended the young man who came to Jesus with the 
sincere question “…what…shall I do that I may have eternal life.”  (Matt. 19:21) The young man had 
counted the cost of being a disciple of Jesus Christ and had said ‘no.’  Jesus said, “It is hard for a rich man 
to enter the kingdom of God.”   

 

It is used in reference to Christ: 
  Romans 9:23   “A rock of offense”   
  I Peter 2:8   “A stumbling block”  
  I Cor. 1:23   “stumbling block”      
  Gal. 5:11   “His cross”  
  Rom. 11:9   “His table for Israel” 
  

In reference to that which hinders Christ (men, demons): 
 Matt. l3:14   “The Son of Man will send His angels, and they will                     
     gather out of His kingdom all stumbling blocks,  
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     and those who commit lawlessness.”  
 Matt. 18:7   “woe to the man through whom stumbling blocks come”  
 Luke 17:1   “Occasions for stumbling”  
 Rom. 14:13   “an occasion for falling” 
 
3.  Offense at the Truth:  Jesus offended many with His teachings (John 6:35) When truth was not 
presented in the framework of their traditions & interpretation, instead of being like the Bereans who 
searched out the Word for truth, (Acts 17:10,11) they became offended.  In the Church today 
controversies arise because of differing interpretation of doctrine and people are classified, truth 
separates rather than unites, becomes a battle ground (contrast to John 17; 1 Cor. 13:2) We must pray 
for humility of heart to seek the Word and ask the Spirit to illumine all darkness. 

 

We must take a stand for truth, guard against heresy, and confront error as Paul confronted Peter.  We 
can unitedly stand with Paul when he declares, “even if we, or an angel from heaven preach any other 
gospel to you than what we have preached to you, let him be accursed” (Gal. 1:7).   John said, “if anyone 
comes to you and does not bring this doctrine, do not receive him into your house nor greet him.”  2 
John 10. 

 

When Aquila and Priscilla heard Apollos preaching in Ephesus, and realized he knew only the baptism of 
John, they did not start a vendetta against him, but took him to the side and “expounded to him the 
word more perfectly.”  (Acts 18:26) 

 

When Elisha was with the sons of the prophets of Gilgal, and there was famine, they found that some 
wild guards had poisoned their pot of food.  Elisha did not tell them to try and extract the poison but to 
cast in the meal.  The best way to counteract wrong or unbalanced teaching is to give right teaching!!!   
 
4.  Traditions of man the life of Jesus was characterized by absolute love and loyalty.  He always 
delighted in pleasing the Father.  Doing God’s will be His meat, His joy, His love, His life.  His pleasing 
God did not always please men, but rather incited hatred against Himself.  Much of His teaching cut 
right across the religious traditions of men.  His greatly offended the Pharisees, causing them to hate 
Him and eventually betray Him.  (Matt. 15:2-14) Some still get offended if their religious traditions are 
questioned and exposed as being unscriptural.  Traditions is good if originated by God and energized by 
His Holy Spirit, but some find their security in their tradition more than loyalty to God.   
 
5.  Lack of love in the Body of Christ Agape love is the love which the Father has for the Son, for the 
human race, and Christians (John 17:26; John 3:16; John 14:21).  It is His will that this be our attitude 
toward one another (John 13:14) and toward all men (I Thes. 3:12; I Cor. 16:14; II Peter 1:7,10.  Agape 
expresses the deep constant love and interest of a perfect being towards entirely unworthy objects and 
fostering a reverential love in them towards the Giver, a practical love towards those who are partakers 
of the same, and a desire to help others seek the Giver.  I John 2:10; Matt. 5:43-48; 19:19; 22:39; Mark 
12:31; John 13:34; 15:12; Romans 12:9; I Cor. 13; Gal. 5:13; Eph. 3:17; 4:2; Col. 3:14,17. 
 
6.  Judgments Judge is a noun referring to God (Heb. 12:23; 10:30) or to Christ (Acts 10:42; II Tim. 4:8) or 
anyone who passes judgement upon another.  We are warned repeatedly in the Word of God that we 
are not to pass judgment upon one another, though we are called to judge (discern) between good and 
evil.  The term judgement is a decision which results in a determination of punishment or outcome.  It is 
a legal, binding sentence which must come about only by those who are given authority to make such 
determinations.  Rom. 14:13; Matt. 7:1-2; 16:19; 18:18; James 2:4; 4:11-12; 5:9. 
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7.  Greed is the excessive desire for acquiring or having, it is synonymous with avarice, excessive desire 
to get and keep money.  Greed is seen to result in unjust gain, robbery, and self-indulgence.  Although 
greed is usually seen in relation to money, it is not limited to money.  It is related to the unnatural desire 
to get, to covet, to pine after, or to long for.  Isa. 56:2 uses the word meaning strong of soul or appetite 
and also that which is strong, mighty, hard, cruel.  Isa. 57:17; Matt. 23:25; Mark 7:21-23; James 1:15; 
Matt. 16:26; Luke 12:15; I Tim. 6:7-11; Ephesians 5:3; II Peter 2:13,14). 
 
8.  Idolatry relates to the worship of an image of a god, or any object, ideal, or person that evokes 
excessive devotion, reverence, or admiration.  This term is often applied to a heathen deity, but may be 
anything which is set up in the place of the Most High God. 
 
The Hebrew terms for idolatry are rooted in words which indicate the nothingness, vanity, and terror 
which is evoked through the worship of idols.  The term for idolatry used extensively in Ezekiel means 
“dung, detestable, and contemptible.  These images inspire terror and cause bondage, which is 
laborious, “wrought and labored” through the infliction of grief, trouble, and terror. Jer. 18:15; Ezek. 
14:3,4,7; 20:31; Rom. 1:22-25. 
 
9.  Worldly Pleasures:   Worldly pleasures serve the appetites of self rather than God’s table which has 
bountiful mercy and blessings.  Israel did not partake of the good things of God’s table.  “As birds and 
beasts are caught in a trap so are men snared (at the table) by their meats and drinks; also 
conversations, transacting business, counsel, amusements and religious observances which occur at the 
table.  “And that which should have been for their welfare became a trap.”  Rejectors of Jesus are 
condemned to greater sin; they stumble on this stone and are broken by it.  Malignant selfishness.  Their 
table is their prosperity, the abundance of all comforts, an immoderate lover of the world hinders them.  
Many excused themselves from following Jesus, as in the parable at the feast, some had bought land, 
some had married wives, others had oxen, and could not come (Luke 14:18-20).  Lawful enjoyments 
became more important than God.  “O beware; that thy comforts prove not snares first, and then 
curses; to overrate them is to provoke Him that gave them to take them away again.”  William Penn, 
1644-1718.  Demas was a fellow worker of Paul’s, mentioned by name in two of his letters to the church 
as a faithful worker, yet in 2 Tim. 4:10, Paul tells of his desertion due to his love of this present world.  
Like Lot’s wife, he looked back and the attractions of the world became more important than the will of 
God.   
 
10.  Superficial peace God’s peace signifies harmony between God and man, a sense of rest and 
contentment in the knowledge of God.  The Hebrew word “shalom” signifies wholeness and is also 
translated as full, finished, made perfect, salvation.  True peace is the fruit of righteousness, because it is 
produced in communion with God the Father (see 2 Corinthians 9:8-11).  A superficial peace signifies 
contentment with earthly provision, to feel that one is possessed of sufficient strength and adequacy.  
One who is ensnared in the aura of superficial peace exhibits satisfaction with the status quo, 
complacency, and a false sense of security.  Isa. 32:9-13; Prov. 1:32; Ezek. 13:10; Jer. 6:14; I Thes. 5:3; 
Amos 6:1,4-7; Zeph. 1:12; Jer. 8:11-12; Lam. 2:14. 
 
11.  Satan Satan’s ultimate and continual purpose is to erect strong fortresses, which will prevent men 
from coming to the knowledge of God.  He sets snares and imprisons the captives in strong towers.  
Stuart McAlpine indicates that Satan’s strategy is to spring his traps on the leaders of the local church 
and thereby ensnare the people.  Jesus has promised to open the doors to loose the prisoners and we 
are given the spiritual weapons by which to demolish the strongholds and free the captives (see II Cor. 
10:3-5). 



Portions for The Journey “Highway Prayer Strategy” ©2015 By Tami Skarin www.portionsforthejourney.com     7 

 

 
 Let the enemy know you are aware of his strategy to hinder, obstruct, and place stumbling 

blocks in the work of God.   
 Declare provision in Jesus Christ, that it is His will to remove all stumbling blocks and obstacles 

with the hammer of His Word.  Satan is not impressed with “good intentions” he is removed 
only by the Word of God as it is specifically wielded as the Sword of the Holy Spirit.  We must 
seek God for the release of His Word for the specific snare and wait upon Him to give His 
revelation.  

 Ask the Lord to grant revelation concerning the nature of the stumbling block.  
 Through prayer, speak out the specific verses and scriptural examples highlighted by the Holy 

Spirit.  
 Pull down the stronghold of Satan and raise up a strong tower to Jesus’ name.  Those delivered 

from the stronghold can refuge in the strong tower.  
 Continue to pray for those things that particularly need to be encouraged.  
 Raise a banner of praise to Jesus who pioneered our salvation and blazed a trail through hell 

itself so that not even death can obstruct our eternal progress in the knowledge of God. 
 
Scriptures for Meditation: Matt. 6:23; Ephesians 6:10-19; II Corinthians 4:4, 10:3-5; Eph. 2:2; I Tim. 3:7; II 
Tim. 2:26; Rev. 2:10. 
 
12.  Lack of faith in God’s grace, faith in works:   Man has long sought to attain righteousness through 
his works rather than by accepting God’s grace by faith.  There are many false religions, which promise 
to teach the way of salvation hinging upon the performance and works of those they lead.  The 
teachings of freemasonry, is another, which attempt to bypass the saving grace of Jesus Christ and offer 
another way of salvation to their members.  This is a lie and snare which promises a life of bondage and 
eternal punishment.  Eph. 2:8-10; Rom. 9:32; Ezek. 7:19. 
 
13.  Not applying God’s Word There are actually three separate stumbling blocks which are placed to 
hinder the application of God’s Word in the life of His people.  1)  Closed ears to God’s word—hardness 
of heart (Ezekiel 12:2, Mark 8:17-18) 2) Neglect of God’s Word (Psalm 119:165) 3) Disobedience to God’s 
Word (I Peter 2:7,8; Romans 1:28-32; I John 2:45; James 1:22-24; John 1:1-5, l4. 
 
14.  False teachings False teaching in any degree opens the door for Satan to begin to ensnare the 
believers and hinder God’s truth from being taught.  The final outcome of false teaching is the spirit of 
the anti-Christ whose purpose it is to deceive and blind minds from the truth of Jesus Christ.  
Strongholds related to this area would be cults, such as Mormonism, Jehovah Witnesses, freemasonry, 
but also the need for purification by the Word of Truth the doctrines taught in the Christian churches.  
Rom. 16:17-18; I John 2:10; I Tim. 1:3-7; 6:3-5; Gal. 1:6-7; I Cor. 11:3-4. 
 
15.  Turning away from righteousness and forgetting God This snare is probably coupled with other 
snares (i.e. worldly pleasures, superficial peace, etc.).  Ez. 3:20; Jer. 18:15 
 
16.  Known sin or unconfessed iniquity God’s righteousness demands that all that is wicked be 
confessed and subjected to the blood of cleansing.  Until this is done there can come no healing or 
restoration and His benefits cannot be given.  Achan’s sin removed God’s hand of protection and victory 
from the entire people until this sin was covered. We must seek the Lord to learn of any unconfessed sin 
or iniquity which is a stumbling block on the highway of holiness.  These can be bitterroots related to the 
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sins of the people who have lived in the area before.   We are given examples in the scriptures whereby 
God’s intercessors confessed the sins of the forefathers, or stood on behalf of the body of Israel.  That 
which is unconfessed and unclean is subject to the curse.  Ez. 14:3-4,7; Isaiah 1:15;  
 
17.  The Occult The word occult means that which is hidden, secret, beyond human understanding, and 
mysterious.  It includes divination, necromancy, sorcery, and witchcraft and is related directly to man’s 
interaction with demonic forces.  It is strictly forbidden by the Lord and is described as an abomination. 
Ez. 20:31; II Kings 17:17; Isaiah 47:9; Acts 19:19; Mal. 3:5; Deut. 18:10-14. 
 
18.  Acting in the flesh rather than being led by the Holy Spirit.  Isa. 63:13; Matt. 16:23; I Sam. 25:31; 
Heb. 6:1. 
 
19.  One Christian causing a weaker brother to stumble. Lev. 19:14; I Cor. 8:9,13; I Cor. 9:12; Romans 
14:21; Ps. 69:5. 
 
20.  Fear of Man The fear of man is a snare, which causes man to desire to please men, or have the favor 
and respect of men rather than God.  One who has a fear of man considers man more highly than he 
considers God. One cannot walk in the fear of the Lord and the fear of man.  It is of particular 
importance that our government and church leaders are free of the fear of man or they will not be able 
to lead with righteousness.  Zedekiah and Pilate were leaders who operated in the fear of man.  
Meditation upon the lives of these men gives great understanding of the fear of man.  Prov. 29:25; John 
12:42; Isa. 51:7; (King Zedekiah) Jeremiah 37-39; (Pilate) John 18:28-19:16.  
 
21. Persecution, trials and tribulations can cause some to stumble:  The parable of the sower 

demonstrates this: “…for when tribulation and persecution arises because of the word, immediately 
he stumbles (becomes offended).”  Matt. 13:20,21 

 
III. “BUILD UP, BUILD UP, PREPARE THE HIGHWAY” 
 
It has been said, that when the Roman emperor entered into a city, an elaborate highway was built up 
to honor him.  Such a highway was actually elevated so that the king would be in an exalted position.  
Highway is synonymous with the way, road, or path.  A main thoroughfare, a direct way to some 
objective.  Vine's Expository Dictionary of Old and New Testament words reveals three meanings which 
are noted in the scriptures: a) a natural path, road, or way.  Used frequently in the Gospels (i.e. Acts 
8:26, I Thes. 3:11) “Now may our God and Father Himself direct our way to you."  b) A traveler’s way or 
journey.  (i.e.  Matt. 10:13 Mark 6:8, Luke 2:44).  c) metaphorically, a way of thinking or conduct, e.g. of 
righteousness.  (Matt. 21:32, 2 Pet. 2:21 Matt. 22:16).  The way of truth and righteousness instructed 
and approved by God.  (Acts 18:26; Heb. 3:10, Romans 3:17, Rev. 15:3). 
 
The Open Bible gives examples of the highway being figurative of the Holy Way (Prov. 16:17); 
Restoration (Isaiah 11:16); the Gospel's call (Isaiah 40:30); the Way of salvation (Isaiah 35:8-10); two 
destinies (Matt. 7:13-14); and Christ (John 14:6).   
 
See Isaiah 35:8; Isaiah 18:5; Jeremiah 31:21, Isaiah 40:3-4. 
 
Luke 10:1-1 “Now after this the Lord appointed seventy others, and sent them two and two ahead of 
Him to every city and place where He Himself was going to come.  And He was saying to them, “The 
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harvest is plentiful, but the laborers are few; therefore, beseech the Lord of the Harvest to send out 
laborers into His harvest.” 
 
Prayer Application:  Those who are forerunners will go ahead and prepare hearts to receive the Word 
and respond.  John the Baptist had this calling upon his life as he prepared hearts to repent and turn to 
Jesus.  This is a place of plowing and sowing in prayer those things that will turn hearts to God. Seek Him 
to know how to lay that strong foundation in prayer.   
 
IV. “LIFT UP THE BANNER” 
Banner:  Also referred to as a standard, pole or ensign or miracle.    Originally the Hebrew word "nes" 
which means literally that which shines or glistens, or that which is lifted up.  The banner represented 
God's cause, a symbol of His deliverance, and mighty salvation.  It represents the mighty power of God 
over a human life.  When the Israelites used the words "lift up" or "rise up" they were using the literal 
words for banner.  It is used of the banner given by God to them that fear Him (Psalm 60:4).  Moses 
called the altar of thanksgiving, after the defeat of Amalek (Exodus 17:8-16) “Jehovah-Nissi", meaning 
"Israel's Victory, Our Victory" or "He is my victorious one, my Banner".  The altar was a covenant pledge 
that Jehovah would enable His people to defeat Amalek and all their foes.  The banner was the rallying 
point to kindle hope and efforts, a signal raised on a special occasion, and always on some elevated 
place or object.  Symbolic of authority, as a flag or banner bearing emblem or motto, also symbolic of 
God's salvation, power, and victory.  Jesus is our banner.  When in warfare, the soldier's rallied around 
the banner which was carried into battle.  It served to keep the troops together and keep them 
encouraged. 
 
Prayer Application:  Meditate on the Name of Jehovah Nissi (see handout with Jehovah Nissi study 
notes). Realize that God gives us this name as a rod of authority to lift over the city.  Proclaim and lift up 
the Name of the Lord Jesus, Our Banner over the city.  Set up His banner as a Light to which all may 
come for salvation and protection. 


