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Adonai 
“Lord, Master, Owner” 

 
“And Abram said, Adonia GOD, what wilt thou give me, seeing I go childless, and the steward of my 
house is this Eliezer of Damascus? Genesis 15:2 (KJV) 
 
Abraham boldly approached his Lord, as his Master, but he did so with great awareness of God’s 
greatness and his own position as servant or dust and ashes. This is the first occurrence of use of the 
name Adonai in the scriptures is found in Gen. 15:2. Note that Abram is showing extreme reverence as 
he approaches the LORD and acknowledges His sovereignty.  (see also vs. 8) This name means “Lord, 
Master, Ruler, Owner.”  In our English Bibles, it is written with a capital ‘L’ followed by small letters ‘ord.’  
Adonia is the plural of the Hebrew word “Adonai” and is usually translated both plural and possessive so 
it confirms the fact of the triune God.  The two forms of the word will not be differentiated in this study. 
The Lord wants this name to be meaningful to us:  Isa. 29:13 
 
The name Adonai (Strong’s H136) exalts our Lord as the one who is par excellence and acknowledges 
that He is Lord over all.  It expresses the relationship of a master to his slave or servant and also of a 
husband to his wife.  It expresses a personal relationship, which involved rights of lordship and 
possession.  Adonai is literally the God who owns His people.  He protects them, provides for them, and 
directs them.  Adonai speaks of lordship on His part and stewardship and submission on our part.  It is 
used by one who seeks to acknowledge their respect to One whom they realize holds complete power 
and authority over every aspect of their very lives.  (Ps 110:1)    
 
This name of the Lord continues God’s revelation of our relationship with Him.  In Elohim we are led to 
understand His plans and purposes in creating us for His Kingdom.  Jehovah reveals God in His essence 
and His covenant promises for our salvation.  El Shaddai reveals God’s desire to make us fruitful and 
bless us.  For our relationship with Him to be balanced, we need to know Him as Adonai.  Adonai 
establishes His lordship over our lives as we learn to submit our will to His and obey through death to 
self.  Meditation on God as our Adonai solidifies our commitment to obey Him and see our 
responsibilities that come from being owned by God.  We grow in faith and encouragement knowing 
that as our Lord He is bound to sustain, keep and help us in our appointed service.  We are part of His 
household in a way a hired servant cannot be.  Adonai is the Master whose servants have chosen to 
serve Him because they love Him.   
 
Adonai is used over 300 times in the Old Testament.  It is used with the name Jehovah (Lord God) 214 
times in the book of Ezekiel alone.  “Jehovah is the One who is and at the same time the one who 
reigns.”  Adonai is Lord over all, King of kings, Lord of Lords, and He reigns and rules forever.  He is our 
Master.   
 
Servants in the Old Testament who used the name Adonai: Adonai defines our position and role in the 
place of prayer as we approach His throne to pray and intercede.  Over and over His servants 
approached Him in times of need using this name of God.  It is interesting that the first usages of this 
name were not by the LORD Himself but were on the lips of His servants. 
 
The next use of the name Adonai is in Genesis 18 (vs. 3, 27, 30, 31, 32) is an example of Abraham’s great 
humility and yet also boldness to approach the LORD in his intercession for Sodom.  He reveals a heart 
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that is greatly submitted to his Lord but also with a heart that is confident in his relationship that would 
allow him to plead for the righteous in Sodom and Gomorrah. When we know God as LORD, we 
acknowledge His complete sovereignty and ownership over our lives. We can appeal to God for help on 
the basis of the fact that we belong to Him, we are the sheep of His pasture and as such He is duty 
bound to come to our assistance when in time of need. 
 
The use of the name Adonai indicates our knowledge of our position before God, His insurmountable 
greatness and authority over all aspects of our lives, even our very lives themselves.  It is frequently 
used in the context of supplication, where one comes to God, acknowledging His sovereignty and also 
reminding Him that we belong to Him. Psalms 123:2 
 
Adonai is a special name used by His people in prayer.  Most occurrences of this name are used in the 
context of men of God engaged in earnest prayers of entreaty. Examples of God’s servants praying and 
interceding are seen in Gen. 20:4, Ex. 4:10-13; 5:22; 15:17; 34:9; Num. 14:11-19; Deut. 3:24-25; Deut. 
9:26; Josh. 7:7,8; Jud. 6:15,22; 13:8; 16:28; 2 Sam. 7:18-29; Neh. 1:11.  The book of Psalms has 53 verses 
that use the word Adonai and almost all of them are examples of His servants crying out to Him in 
prayer and supplication using this name.   
 
We can understand a bit better the character of those with whom the Lord is conversing As we read of 
the encounters of God’s people with Him in which they use the name Adonai.  They come boldly before 
His throne to make their requests, but also with an attitude of tremendous submission, aware that it is 
Adonai who will ultimately determine whether the request will be granted. It is with a great sense of our 
low position and yet also recognizing God’s mercy and His grace, recognizing that though our 
relationship is that of the possessed with the possessor, the servant to the master, we also know His 
love and compassion for us.  The name Adonai is a name given to man by which he can express his 
smallness before the Almighty God, it is a term of tremendous respect.  Yet contained in this recognition 
of our smallness before God Adonai also expresses that we have a relationship with this Great God.  It 
places us in the position of servanthood and recognizes that though He is the Almighty, he is also our 
owner and master. 
 
Jesus as Lord in the New Testament:  Adonai in the Greek Old Testament is “Kurios”, translated “Lord” 
in the English Bible.  It corresponds to the Greek word “Kurios” in the New Testament.  (Strong’s # 2962)   
 
Vine’s Dictionary notes this name is used as an adjective signifying "having power" (kuros) or 
"authority."  When the name is used as a noun, variously translated in the NT, "'Lord,' 'master,' 'Master,' 
'owner,' 'Sir,' a title of wide significance, occurring in each book of the NT save Titus and the Epistles of 
John.  Thus the usage of the word in the NT follows two main lines: customary and general, the other, g, 
peculiar to the Jews, and drawn from the Greek translation of the OT. 
 

 It is used of an owner, as in Luke 19:33, cp. Matt. 20:8; Acts 16:16; Gal. 4:1; or of one who has 
the disposal of anything, as the Sabbath, Matt. 12:8 

 of a master, i.e., one to whom service is due on any ground, Matt. 6:24; Matt. 24:50; Eph. 6:5;  
 of an Emperor or King, Acts 25:26; Rev. 17:14 
 of idols, ironically, 1 Cor. 8:5, cp. Isa. 26:13 
 as a title of respect addressed to a father, Matt. 21:30, a husband, 1 Pet. 3:6, a master, Matt. 

13:27; Luke 13:8, a ruler, Matt. 27:63, an angel, Acts 10:4; Rev. 7:14 
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 as a title of courtesy addressed to a stranger, John 12:21; John 20:15; Acts 16:30; from the 
outset of His ministry this was a common form of address to the Lord Jesus, alike by the people, 
Matt. 8:2; John 4:11, and by His disciples, Matt. 8:25; Luke 5:8; John 6:68;  

  kyrios is the Sept. and NT representative of Heb. Jehovah ('Lord' in Eng. versions), see Matt. 4:7; 
Jas. 5:11, e.g., of adon, Lord, Matt. 22:44, and of Adonay, Lord, Matt. 1:22; it also occurs for 
Elohim, God, 1 Pet. 1:25. 

 
Christ Himself assumed the title, Lord.  Matt. 7:21, 22; Matt. 9:38; Matt. 22:41-45; Mark 5:19 (cp. Psa. 
66:16; the parallel passage, Luke 8:39, has 'God'); Luke 19:31; John 13:13, apparently intending it in the 
higher senses of its current use, and at the same time suggesting its OT associations. 
 
His purpose did not become clear to the disciples until after His resurrection, and the revelation of His 
Deity consequent thereon. Thomas, when he realized the significance of the presence of a mortal 
wound in the body of a living man, immediately joined with it the absolute title of Deity, saying, 'My 
Lord and my God,' John 20:28. Thereafter, except in Acts 10:4; Rev. 7:14, there is no record that kyrios 
was ever again used by believers in addressing any save God and the Lord Jesus; cp. Acts 2:47 with Acts 
4:29, 30. 
 
How soon and how completely the lower meaning had been superseded is seen in Peter's declaration in 
his first sermon after the resurrection, 'God hath made Him, Lord,' Acts 2:36, and that in the house of 
Cornelius, 'He is Lord of all,' Acts 10:36; cp. Deut. 10:14; Matt. 11:25; Acts 17:24. In his writings the 
implications of his early teaching are confirmed and developed. Thus Psa. 34:8, 'O taste and see that 
Jehovah is good,' is applied to the Lord Jesus, 1 Pet. 2:3, and 'Jehovah of Hosts, Him shall ye sanctify,' Isa. 
8:13, becomes 'sanctify in your hearts Christ as Lord,' 1 Pet. 3:15. 
 
"The full significance of this association of Jesus with God under the one appellation, 'Lord,' is seen when 
it is remembered that these men belonged to the only monotheistic race in the world. To associate with 
the Creator one known to be a creature, however exalted, though possible to Pagan philosophers, was 
quite impossible to a Jew. 
 
It is not recorded that in the days of His flesh any of His disciples either addressed the Lord, or spoke of 
Him, by His personal Name. Where Paul has occasion to refer to the facts of the Gospel history he 
speaks of what the Lord Jesus said, Acts 20:35, and did, 1 Cor. 11:23, and suffered, 1 Thess. 2:15; 
1 Thess. 5:9, 10. It is our Lord Jesus who is coming, 1 Thess. 2:19, etc. In prayer also the title is given, 
1 Thess. 3:11; Eph. 1:3; the sinner is invited to believe on the Lord Jesus, Acts 16:31; Acts 20:21, and the 
saint to look to the Lord Jesus for deliverance, Rom. 7:24, 25, and in the few exceptional cases in which 
the personal Name stands alone a reason is always discernible in the immediate context. 
 
The title 'Lord,' as given to the Savior, in its full significance rests upon the resurrection, Acts 2:36; Rom. 
10:9; Rom. 14:9, and is realized only in the Holy Spirit, 1 Cor. 12:3." * [* From Notes on Thessalonians, 
by Hogg and Vine, p. 25.] 
 
Vine's Expository Dictionary of Old Testament and New Testament Words.  
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