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The Alpha and Omega 
"The Beginning and the End" 

 

“I am the Alpha and the Omega, says the Lord, 
God, who is and who was and who is to come, 

the Almighty.”  Rev. 1:8 
 
Alpha and Omega is a title given to our beloved Savior.  A title describes a status and a position, whereas 
a name signifies the Person. For example, when referring to King David, King is the title, while David is 
his name.  A title gives recognition and honor of the station or position the title owner holds.  Jesus’ title 
as Alpha and Omega summarizes the essence of Jesus position in the Godhead.  It affirms Him as the 
One True God.  It declares the eternal reality of His existence.  He has always existed and will always 
exist!   
 
The Alpha and Omega are the first and last letters of the Greek alphabet.  Jewish rabbis commonly used 
the first and last letters of the alphabet to communicate the sum total of anything.  The beginning and 
the end and everything in between.  The Alpha and the Omega compasses everything in time and space.  
Jesus is the first, before all else, the One who brought all things into existence, preeminent one.   
 
From the first words in the Bible “In the beginning God…” (Genesis 1:1) to the last, “Yes, I am coming 
quickly.”  Amen, Come Lord Jesus.  The grace of the Lord Jesus be with all.  Amen.”  (Rev. 22:20-21) Jesus 
fills the Word with His Presence.  John 1:1 begins with the same words used in Genesis 1:1 “In the 
beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God and the Word was God,”   
 
Alpha:  These letters have a numerical value as well. Alpha means #l, not just first, but also supreme, 
before all else in time and priority. When the Word refers to Him as the first born, it does not mean He 
was born before others in God’s Creation.  This word for first mean preeminent One over all that comes 
after.  He is the God of the beginning, consistently unchanging through all time.  He is permanent, 
perpetual, and everlasting. Alpha is the one who brought all things into existence, the creator whose 
master plan was spoken into existence by the power of His word.  In the understanding of animals and 
their relationship to another the term "alpha" indicates the one who is the leader of the pack.  The one 
to whom all the others give the highest respect and submission. John 1:1-3; Gen. 1:1; Prov. 8:22,23; Jer. 
17:12; Matt. 19:4;  
 
Ex. 3:13-15  Moses asked God who he should tell the Israelites sent him.  God said to Moses, “I AM WHO 
I AM,” and He said, Thus you shall say to the sons of Israel, “I AM has sent me to you.”  He went on to 
say, “This is my name forever, and this is My memorial-name to all generations.”  In this mysterious 
name speaking of his eternal nature and everlasting existence, we see the name fully revealed in Jesus, 
the Alpha and the Omega!   
 
In the beginning was the Word:  Jesus was with God in the beginning and He is God. He existed before 
all time.  “To the only God, our Savior, through Jesus Christ our Lord, be glory, majesty, dominion, and 
authority, before all time and now and forever. Amen.” Jude 25 

2 Timothy 1:9:  “[God] gave us grace in Christ Jesus before the times of the ages.” 
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Omega:  completion, the final letter of the Greek alphabet, is the One who will bring all things into 
completion at their determined end.  He is not only the beginning but all things will be completed and 
summed up in Him.  
 
Job had great faith that despite all of his trials, Jesus would take His stand on the earth and Job would 
see it with his own eyes.  He believed in the resurrection of the dead “at the last.” The phrase “at the 
last” is acharown (Strong’s #314).  This word is the same word used in Isa. 41:4; 48:12; 44:6; and 40:21. 
Like Job, we should long for and believe in that day, no matter what our present trials or suffering.  All 
that we face in this life is only temporary in the panorama of eternity.  Job 19:25-27; Isa. 46:10; Zech. 
14:8-9;  
 
The Alpha and the Omega represent the totality of all things.  It is not only the beginning and the end 
but everything that is between the beginning and the end. It speaks of the perfection of His plans and 
the restoration of all existence in Him.  It speaks of the state of final perfection in Jesus and the 
fulfillment of all creation.  It is the completion of all Truth.  In Jesus, the Alpha and Omega, is all life and 
power in the universe. “He thought of everything, provided for everything we could possibly need, 
letting us in on the plans he took such delight in making. He set it all out before us in Christ, a long-range 
plan in which everything would be brought together and summed up in him, everything in deepest 
heaven, everything on planet earth.”  Eph 1:8-10 (MSG); John 1:14; Matt. 5:17; Eph. 2:8-9; Eccles. 3:11 
 
Dick Eastman in “Living and Praying in Jesus Name” (p. 99) notes that this name brings to us the reality 
of Christ's totality.  He says that these letters of the Greek alphabet came to represent the universe and 
every kind of divine and demonic power.  In Jesus, is all the power of the universe.  One who existed 
before all else and will continue eternally, only that which is found in Him will continue.   
 
Alpha and Omega not only describes the Lord in His totality and completeness, it also excludes 
everything else!  He is ALL knowledge, He is ALL love, He is ALL life.  He is God and there is no other!  He 
is the completion of everything!   
 
This actual phrase only occurs in four verses in the Bible.  It is significant that it is in the book of 
Revelation. Revelation 1:8, 11; 21:6; and 22:13. 
 
Revelation 1:8 “I am the Alpha and the Omega, the Beginning and the End, says the Lord God.  He Who 
is and Who was and Who is to come, the Almighty (the Ruler of all).” 
 
Revelation 1:10-11 “I was in the Spirit [rapt in His power] on the Lord’s Day, and I heard behind me a 
great voice like the calling of a war trumpet, Saying, I am the Alpha and the Omega, the First and the 
Last.  Write promptly what you see (your vision) in a book and send it to the seven churches…”  1 Cor. 
15:52 
  
Revelation 21:6 He said to me: "It is done. I am the Alpha and the Omega, the Beginning and the End. To 
him who is thirsty I will give to drink without cost from the spring of the water of life. (NIV)   Jesus, as our 
Alpha and Omega is the source of a never-ending flow of living water!  This is the water of life!   
  
Revelation 22:13 I am the Alpha and the Omega, the First and the Last, the Beginning and the End. (NIV)  
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Isa. 44:6 “I am the First and the Last and there is no God besides Me, and who is like Me.  I established 
the ancient nation, and let them declare the things that are coming and the events that are going to take 
place.” 
 
Jesus, first of all before the world, always alive, standing before all, first greatest, best, kindest, first in 
claim to our all, everlasting, same, always, 1st and last, beginning and end.  There is nothing beyond 
Him.  A-Z represented all that is between them.  All words summed in Him, all treasures of wisdom and 
knowledge, letters of the alphabet are keys to all knowledge.  The Alpha and the Omega speaks of the 
immutability and unchanging eternal existence of our God.    He is permanent, perpetual, everlasting 
and unchanging.  See also Deut. 33:27; Rev. 21:6, 22:13. 
  
The most amazing thing in understanding our Lord Jesus as the Alpha and the Omega, is that He chose 
us from before the foundation of the world to live and reign with Him forever. Isa 41:4 “Who has 
performed and accomplished it, calling forth the generations from the beginning?  I, the LORD, am the 
first and with the last, I am He.”  Note that at the beginning He was alone, the first, but at the end, He is 
no longer alone, He is with those whom He has created and chosen to be eternally in fellowship with 
Him.  
  
This name speaks of God’s eternal plan, known from the beginning and to be carried out and completed, 
fulfilled in perfection.  We can take incredible security in the fact that he KNOWS the outcome with 
certainty.  His promises are not just wishful thinking, He already knows that they have been fulfilled.  
From the beginning He has planned that we would be with Him for eternity!  He is first and last and with 
the last!  No longer God alone, but God with us! 
   
Jesus is the Author, the Alpha, Beginning of all things.  On a more personal level, He is the author and 
the finisher of our faith.  The word ‘author’ means, ‘beginner, source or cause of anything.’  The original 
language does not include the word ‘our.’ So this passage would read, He is the author of faith.  He 
stands as the supreme example of faith.  We look to Him to show us the way of faith!  He will complete 
the work He has begin in each of us!  We need to be careful that as we have made Him the beginning, of 
our lives, we also make Him the finisher of our faith. I once thought that meant that I needed to stay 
faithful to faith in Him to the end of my life.  Job said,  
 
This name is true in its vast scope of eternity, but also personal to each and every believer.  We can each 
say, “Jesus is my all in all.  My faith started in Him.  Lord, help all of my actions to be completed in You!” 
Our faith needs to start and end in Him.  From the start to the end, it must all be through Jesus, and not 
myself.  I have nothing to add to my walk as a Christian except to believe in Him, trust and obey Him.  If I 
try to add something that is of myself, it will never be good enough.  He is the Alpha and the 
Omega…the all in all!!  Everything is summed up in Jesus from the beginning of time to the end of time, 
from the beginning of my life to the end.  He wrote the entire book!!  He who began a good work in us 
will complete it until the end.  (Heb. 12:2; Phil. 1:6) 
  
Charles Spurgeon in his book, All of Grace, said, “Beware of mixing a little of self with the mortar with 
which you build, or you will make it untempered mortar.  The stones will not hold together.  If you look 
to Christ for your beginning, beware of looking to yourself for your ending.  He is Alpha.  See to it that 
you make Him Omega also. If you begin in the Spirit, you must not hope to be made perfect by the 
flesh…Let the Lord be all in all to you."   
 
Additional Scripture References:  Col. 1:18; 2 Thes. 2:13; Rev. 22:13; Rev. 1:8, 11; 21:6 


