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El Gibbor 
 

"Mighty Champion God" 
 

"For a child will be born to us, a son will be given to us; and the government will rest on His shoulders; 
And His name will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Eternal Father, Prince of Peace..."      
                                                                                                                                       Isaiah 9:6-7 

 

El Gibbor (1368, 410) describes God as a powerful, mighty warrior, a champion who fights our enemies 
on our behalf.  He is our hero, the excellent chief, a giant, mighty man of war, valiant warrior, strong and 
valiant.  Gibbor comes from the root:  Gabar (1396) which means to be strong, to prevail, act insolently, 
exceed, confirm, be great, mighty, put to more strength, be valiant. El Gibbor is synonymous with "ally in 
war" friend, confidant, defender, protector, guardian, shield, combatant, warrior, soldier, life guard. 

In the context of battle, this word actually describes a class of warriors. The Gibbor is a proven warrior, 
seasoned in battle, who has a reputation of power and great skill in battle.  The word is often used in 
combination with chayil (strength) and is translated “mighty man of valor”.  This was also a description 
of high social class, the landed man with military responsibilities.  The King was such a man.  The 
strength of the King symbolized the strength of His Kingdom. 

Intrinsic in the meaning of El Gibbor is that He will prevail over all His enemies.  He is Victorious and 
promises to lead His people into victory over all of their enemies.  (Matt. 12:20; 1 Cor. 15:54-57; 1 John 
5:4; 2 Cor. 2:14)  He is an undefeated champion who never has and never will lose a battle.   

The term “Champion” comes from the Latin word “campio” or “gladiator,” one who fights for another or 
for a cause; a defender and supporter.  This is the white knight in shining armor portrayed in folklore, 
always a romantic character exemplified by tremendous courage, skill and willingness to take on all 
opponents on behalf of His beloved.  As the story usually goes, the beautiful but helpless damsel is in 
distress, besieged by wicked cruel enemies.  The knight in shining armor bravely vanquishes all foes to 
rescue the prisoner.  The knight and his soon-to-be bride ride off together into the sunset. Our Lord is a 
dread champion, a valiant knight in shining white armor, One who is so powerful that all of His enemies 
cringe and flee before Him.  He is an undefeated champion who fights on our behalf and who never has 
and never will lose a battle. 

The human heart longs for a hero.  One has only to look at the literature, television and movies over the 
years to see how mankind longs for a super hero who rescues the needy and oppressed from the hands 
of those who are more powerful than they.  Zorro, Superman, Robin Hood, the Lone Ranger all 
exemplify the Mighty Man of War bravely facing all manner of evil opponents to rescue those who are 
helpless.  David was seen as such a hero in the Scriptures, and as such he is a messianic type, showing 
the way to Jesus.  Israel longed for their Messiah to come as El Gibbor and rescue them from the hands 
of their oppressors and reign over Israel in majesty.  Jesus disappointed them because He entered 
Jerusalem riding on a donkey, the beast of burden, rather than the white horse of the conquering hero.  
When Jesus returns, however, they will see El Gibbor, mounted on the white horse.   

Revelation gives us a wonderful picture of our El Gibbor, whose face is like the sun, shining in its 
strength.  …and behold, a white horse, and He who sat upon it is called Faithful and True and in 
righteousness He judges and wages war.  And His eyes are a flame of fire, and fixed upon His head are 
many diadems; and He has a name written upon Him which no one knows except Himself.  And He is 
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clothed with a robe dipped in blood; and His name is called The Word of God.  And the armies which are 
in heaven, clothed in fine linen, white and clean, were following Him on white horses.  And from His 
mouth comes a sharp sword, so that with it He may smite the nations; and He will rule them with a rod 
of iron; and He treads the wine press of the fierce wrath of God, the Almighty.  And on His robe and on 
His thigh He has a name written, “King of Kings, and Lord of Lords.”  (Rev. 1:16; 19:11-16) 

Jesus is our Mighty Champion God (Isaiah 9:6).  This passage shows the ever-present balance between 
Jesus as a Warrior and Prince of Peace.  His purpose in going to war is to bring forth peace.  He ever lives 
to make intercession for us, to come to our rescue and defend us against all of our foes.  We must 
realize that though we are called to take our places in spiritual warfare, it is the EL GIBBOR, our Mighty 
Champion who actually fights our battles for us (2 Chronicles 20:15).  His promise for us, though there 
will be many wars, is that He keep us in perfect peace and bring us to a place of peace and rest. 

Jesus is our Mighty Champion God (Isaiah 9:6).  He ever lives to make intercession for us, to come to our 
rescue and defend us against all of our foes.  We must realize that though we are called to take our 
places in spiritual warfare, it is the EL GIBBOR, our Mighty Champion who actually fights our battles for 
us (2 Chronicles 20:15). 

Isa. 42:13  “The LORD will go forth like a warrior/mighty man (El Gibbor); He will arouse His zeal like a 
man of war.  He will utter a shout, yes, He will raise a war cry.  He will prevail (1396) against His 
enemies.”  Zeal speaks of great passion in battle.  It is Qinah (7083) in the Hebrew and it means ardent 
zeal, such as the jealousy of a lover, anger, indignation, to be full of fervent enthusiasm, eager interest, 
fervor.   

"For the Lord Your God is the God of gods and the Lord of lords, the great, the mighty, and awesome 
God who does not show partiality.  He executes justice for the orphan and the widow."  Deut. 10:17, 18 
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