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Lord, I Want to Cling to You & Follow No Other 
  
Key Scripture: 
   
“If a prophet or a dreamer of dreams arises among you and gives you a sign or a wonder, and 
the sign or the wonder comes true, concerning which he spoke to you, saying, `Let us go after 
other gods (whom you have not known) and let us serve them,' you shall not listen to the words 
of that prophet or that dreamer of dreams; for the LORD your God is testing you to find out if 
you love the LORD your God with all your heart and with all your soul. ``You shall follow, the 
LORD your God and fear Him; and you shall keep His commandments, listen to His voice, serve 
Him, and cling to Him.”                 Deut. 13:1-4 (NASB) 
  
Portion for the Journey: 
 

Frances Ridley Havergal, a Christian writer of many books and hymns in the 1800’s wrote a devotional 
regarding “cleaving” to the LORD.  She said that this “cleaving is not a mere terrified clinging for safety, 
--it is a bright, brave resolution, strengthened, not weakened, by the sight of waverers or renegades, to be 
on His side, come what may, because He is our King, because we love Him, because His cause and His 
Kingdom are so very dear to us.”  She goes on to say that those who are friends of the LORD will not be 
tempted to follow after the usurpers.  She said “there is many a temptation to a Camp Follower, which the 
enemy knows it is simply useless to present to the Body Guard.  Our Father leads us not into temptation, 
when He leads us closer to Jesus.”   

Her remedy to this danger of being led astray is to “purpose with our heart, to cleave unto the LORD…. 
And ‘if our heart condemn us’ let us at once turn to Him who says, “I have caused to cleave unto me the 
whole house of Israel.”  His grace shall enable us to cleave unto our King.”   

“ When he arrived and saw what grace (favor) God was bestowing upon them, 
he was full of joy; and he continuously exhorted (warned, urged, and encouraged) them all  

to cleave unto and remain faithful to and devoted to the Lord  
with [resolute and steady] purpose of heart.”  Acts 11:23 (AMP) 

 
The LORD tests the hearts of His children to see if we really love Him and will cling to His truth.  
Deuteronomy 13 warns us that one of His tests is to allow a false teacher or false prophet to rise up in our 
midst, to see if we will hold fast to the truth and love Him or if we would be led astray by that which is 
more pleasing to our ears.  Jesus warned that in the last days there would be many false prophets who 
would arise and show great signs and wonders, so as to mislead, if possible, even the elect. Paul described 
these false prophets as savage wolves who would come in amongst us, not sparing the flock.  More 
alarming, we are warned that from among our own selves men will arise, speaking perverse things, to 
draw away disciples after themselves.  1 John 4:1 says that many false prophets have gone out into the 
world.  Deut. 13 (entire chapter); Ps. 11:4; Jer. 17:10; Matt 24:24; Acts 20:29-38; Matt. 7:15-16; 2 Pet 2:1 
 
 
 
 
Like a River Glorious. “Cleaving to the King,”   Francis Ridley Havergal 1878   www.havergaltrust.com  
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Digging Deeper in the Word 
 
The word for mislead or deceive used in Matt: 24:24, is translated from the Greek word “planao” 
(Strong’s #4105).  This word means to go astray, seduce, cause to wander out of the way.  The primary 
concept of the word is that it would cause one to be led aside from the right way, to wander or lead away 
from the truth, to lead into error, to be led into error and sin.  2 Thessalonians 2:7-12 describes those who 
were given over to deluding influences because they did not believe the truth and did not receive a love 
for the truth so as to be saved.   
 
What can we learn about false prophets from these verses?  
 

 They will come up from among us,  
 They will look just like us,  
 They could be our best friend, our husband or wife, even a son or daughter;  
 Their work is in secret and it is highly deceptive; 
 They draw followers after themselves;  
 They have incredible powers to lead astray through signs and lying wonders (deceiving even the 

very elect if that were possible)   
 

Study this Portrait of a False Leader:  Read 2 Samuel chapters 13-19 and note the events that turned 
Absalom’s heart away from his father and ultimately caused him to steal his kingdom.   

Absalom provides us with a close up picture of a usurper and he represents a spirit that is still very much 
at work today. He was not an enemy or stranger who came from a foreign land, rather he was someone 
who was close to David, a member of his own family. He was someone whom David loved.  (Ps. 55:12-
14)  He quietly and surreptitiously stole away the hearts of the men of Israel and caused them to forsake 
their king.  The bitterroot that defiled and allowed the deception to take root was offense.  Those who 
remained faithful to David (type of Christ) were those who had loyally clung to David in relationship.  
Those with offenses were the first to depart. (Matt. 24:3,10)  I often wondered why Ahithophel, one of 
David’s most trusted advisors defected to Absalom.  Careful reading tells us that Ahithophel’s son, Eliam, 
was one of David’s officers. Uriah, was also one of David’s officers.  Uriah was married to Eliam’s 
daughter, Bathsheba.  Bathsheba was Ahithophel’s granddaughter! Bathsheba was the woman David took 
in adultery.  Uriah, her husband, the man he had killed in battle.  Had Ahithophel nursed an offense 
against David for the destruction of her family, the murder of her husband?  Ahithophel’s defection from 
David resulted in his own suicide.  What a sad ending to an honored life of service to the king.  Note 
subtle way sin, offense and unresolved issues allowed the enemy to gain a foothold in David’ kingdom. 

 The Absolom spirit seeks an audience.  2 Sam. 15:2 

 Love, kindness and favor are their tools.  2 Sam. 15:5 

 He uses the charm of his personality to draw followers.  Prov. 31:30 

 They plant doubt concerning leadership.  2 Sam. 15:4 
 Absolom had a hidden agenda.  While Jezebel and Korah were upfront, Absalom works quietly, 

behind the scenes. 
 Absalom told the people what they wanted to hear with no regard to truth or true justice.   

 The snare is that we forget that this is a demonic spirit we are dealing with and follow the person 
off the one true path.  2 Sam. 15:11 
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 They cause division.  Behind everything they do, their ultimate purpose is to come against 
God’s established authority and seek to divide His Kingdom. Be alert.  This spirit will accuse 
those who oppose them to be the one’s causing division.  Rom. 16:17-18 

 They eventually come forth with open disloyalty.   

How did David’s passivity play a role in his overthrow as king? 

Deuteronomy 13 gives us the keys by which to be protected from false teachers and pass God’s test: 
  

 Follow the Lord your God.  We need to passionately pursue God.  We need to require Him as 
our most vital necessity.  We must spend time developing a relationship with the LORD.  God 
desires that we would draw near to Him, and allow Him to teach us.  It is not God's will that we 
would follow after teachers but to seek and know Him for ourselves.  His Word needs to be 
applied in our lives, so that we are doers of the Word and not hearers only. We are to enter into 
His presence and have relationship with Him.  We are not to be like Israel, who allowed Moses to 
come into God's presence and then stood back and received His Word through Moses.  The New 
Covenant establishes each man in relationship with the LORD themselves.  This is essential for 
our spiritual life.  James 1:23; Jer. 31:34 (KJV) 

  
The “flesh” will always want to draw back:  It is in man’s heart NOT to want to draw near to 
God.  In drawing near to God our sins, weaknesses, and wounds are all exposed.  There are some 
who will refuse to come into the full light for this reason.  John 3:20-21; Heb. 4:16 

 
Israel shrunk back and allowed Moses to draw near. He became their spokesperson.  “And all the 
people saw the thunderings, and the lightnings, and the noise of the trumpet, and the mountain 
smoking: and when the people saw it, they removed, and stood afar off. And they said unto 
Moses, Speak thou with us, and we will hear: but let not God speak with us, lest we die. And 
Moses said unto the people, Fear not: for God is come to prove you, and that his fear may be 
before your faces,  that ye sin not. And the people stood afar off, and Moses drew near unto the 
thick darkness where God was.”  Note that when Moses disappeared on the mountain top 
receiving the commandments, all of Israel went astray.  Moses relationship is described in Exodus 
33:11-13.  He cried out to the LORD because he wanted to go know God’s ways.  Ps. 103:7 says 
that He made known His ways to Moses, but His acts to the sons of Israel.  To know God’s ways 
is to be intimately acquainted with His heart and His motives and passions.  The Israelites saw 
what God did, but they did not understand His heart.  Ex 20:18-22; Heb. 10:37-39 

 
 To reverently fear Him.  The fear of the LORD is a reverential awe of God that causes us to 

love, worship and respect Him.  The fear of the LORD is the foundation of receiving God’s 
wisdom.  It is essential in our battle to remain true to the LORD.   We can pray as David prayed 
that, God would unite his heart to fear His name. (Ps. 86:11)  Luther’s catechism teaches us to 
pray that we would “fear and love God.”  This balance of reverential fear and awe combined with 
our love protects us from misusing His grace.  When we fear the LORD we are not afraid of His 
punishment, but rather fear that we will grieve His heart or doing anything that would separate us 
from Him.  The fear of the LORD is an awareness of the immense holiness, majesty and 
greatness of our God.  Those who do not have a fear of the LORD are apt to humanize God and 
weaken His grace by assuming that he is like us.  As we set our hearts to seek the Lord, an in-
depth study on the verses related to the fear of the LORD is an excellent place to start.  Ps. 
103:13; Prov. 1:7; Luke 12:4; Rom. 3:18; Ps. 2:11   
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 Listen to His voice and keep His commandments: We are to stand in His counsel, heed His Word 
and listen/obey what he says. Jeremiah 23 provides extensive information about the 
characteristics of true and false prophets/teachers.  The source of words…true prophet stands in 
God’s presence and receives from Him, a false prophet steals from others.  Satan CAN quote 
scripture, but it will be twisted, and out of context.  The Context of God’s Word is consistent and 
scripture will confirm scripture.  Meditating and seeking the LORD in His Word is one of the 
primary means by which the LORD speaks to us Himself.  We need to train our ears to listen to 
Him.  Ps. 119:99; Ps. 119:104-105 
 

 Serve Him: Our service to Him comes from our relationship with Him as His friend. Those who 
have not drawn near to the LORD and established a relationship with Him may be surprised to 
find that “serving” Him was not enough.  “Many will say to me in that day, Lord, Lord, have we 
not prophesied in thy name? and in thy name have cast out devils? and in thy name done many 
wonderful works? And then will I profess unto them, I never knew you: depart from me, ye that 
work iniquity. Therefore whosoever heareth these sayings of mine, and doeth them, I will liken 
him unto a wise man, which built his house upon a rock: And the rain descended, and the floods 
came, and the winds blew, and beat upon that house; and it fell not: for it was founded upon a 
rock. Matt 7:22-25 (KJV) 
 

 To cling to the LORD, also translated "cleave" (1692) means to keep close, fasten its grip, 
follow closely, hold fast, be joined together, pursue so as to overtake, remain steadfast, stay close, 
stick together, to be stuck.  To follow hard.  To be made to cleave.  To stick together as one part 
of the body to the other. For example, one of David's mighty men slew Philistines until his hand 
clave unto the sword (2 Sam. 23:10).  "Dabaq” carries the sense of clinging to someone in 
affection and loyalty (ex. Ruth and Naomi, a man and his wife; David's mighty men); but most 
importantly to cleave to the LORD in this proper attitude of fear, service, love, and obedience.  
One who cleaves swears by His name, walks in His ways; and keeps His commandments if his 
blessing is to be theirs. Joshua and Caleb were said to have a different spirit from the rest of Israel 
because they followed God wholeheartedly.  For this reason they were given entrance into the 
Promised Land while the rest of Israel died in the wilderness.  Num. 14:24; 32:11-12;  Deut. 
10:20; Deut. 11:22; Deut. 13:4; Deut. 30:20; Josh 22:5; Josh 23:8; Jer. 13:11; Ps. 63:1-8 
 

 Investigate all teachings thoroughly. Deut 13:14 says, "then you shall investigate 
and search out and inquire thoroughly." In 1 John we are warned, "beloved, do not believe every 
spirit, but test the spirits to see whether they are from God, because many false prophets have 
gone out into the world."   Receive from others, but always test and prove it in the Word yourself 
to make sure it is accurate.  We need to be extremely careful that we are not a follower of men, 
who are to be ministering servants, whose purpose lead us closer to God. Those who love the 
LORD and His Word will welcome examination of their teachings for the sake of purity.  We 
need to follow the example of the Bereans, “Now these were more noble-minded than those in 
Thessalonica, for they received the word with great eagerness, examining the Scriptures daily, to 
see whether these things were so.” 1 John 4:1; Acts 17:11  

 
 Be separate:  Deut. 13:17 says we are to show no sympathy and not to touch or keep anything 

"under the ban."  In order to “cleave unto the LORD” we need to separate ourselves from the 
world and our flesh.  We cannot hold tightly to the Lord without loosening our hold on other 
things.  Let us be noble for Jesus, like the men of might who “separated themselves unto David” 
and who held strongly with him in is kingdom.”   We cannot cling unless we are entirely with 
Him.  We need to ask the LORD if there is anything that is hindering us from being completely 
separate to Him.   1 John 2:15-18 (NASB) 
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Respond to the LORD in prayer: 
  
It is a Biblical principal to pray first for ourselves and then for those within the Body of Christ.  
Pray for the building up of the Body of Christ to have a revival of love for the LORD and His Word, and 
that they will cling to the genuine!!  Matt. 7:3-5 

 
1.   Pray for the LORD to develop a FIRM ROOT IN our lives in Him.  Pray that God’s Word 
would fall on good soil and bring forth an abundant harvest.   Jesus warned that “As for what was 
sown on thin (rocky) soil, this is he who hears the Word and at once welcomes and accepts it with joy; 
Yet it has no real root in him, but is temporary (inconstant, lasts but a little while); and when affliction or 
trouble or persecution comes on account of the Word, at once he is caused to stumble [he is repelled and 
begins to distrust and desert Him Whom he ought to trust and obey] and he falls away.  Matt 13:20-21 
(AMP); And they have no real root in themselves, and so they endure for a little while; then when trouble 
or persecution arises on account of the Word, they immediately are offended (become displeased, 
indignant, resentful) and they stumble and fall away.  Mark 4:17 (AMP) 
   
2.   Pray that God’s Order would be established in the Church.  The Foundation and Chief 
Cornerstone must be Jesus. God is shaking all that can be shaken so that only that which cannot be shaken 
remains. Jesus said He would build His Church upon the Rock and the gates of hell would not prevail 
against her.  Jesus must be the Head of the Church.  We are each to be joined to one another through the 
Head.  Pray for healthy accountability amongst pastors and elders to protect one another from falling into 
temptation.  Pastors, evangelists, teachers are given to equip us know the LORD. Leaders are to protect 
and build the body not seek followers or recognition.  We are not to follow after teachers or pastors, we 
are to develop a firm relationship with the LORD ourselves. Each member to play an active role in the 
church according to their gifts and callings.    Heb. 12:12-15; Titus 1:6-9; 1 Tim. 3:1-7; 1 Peter 5:2 
 
3.  Pray that God would raise up Shepherds after His own heart.  Pray that those appointed to 
positions of “leadership” would truly have a servant heart. That these shepherds would stand in the 
LORD’s presence to receive His Word and to give heed to His Word so they can announce God’s Word 
to His people, turning them back from sin.  Jer. 23 is an excellent chapter to pray through for godly 
shepherds to preach the Word of God with great power! 
 
4.  Pray that we would all attain to the oneness in the faith solidly based in the truth.  Pray that we 
will grow in the Spirit, and not walk in the flesh.  Those who follow men are walking in the flesh.  Pray 
that "As a result we are no longer children tossed here and there by waves and carried about by every 
wind of doctrine by the trickery of men, by craftiness in deceitful scheming.  1 Cor 3:1-11 (NASB); Eph 
4:11-16 (KJV); John 17 
  
5.  Pray that we can discern the fruits of the false teachers. The hardest thing regarding false teachers 
is they may be people whom we love and respect.  It is easy to picture a false teacher as coming from a 
foreign country, wearing odd garments or turbins, and carrying a different book that they call “holy.”    
We are told they will come up from among us.  They may be friends or family!  If God gives you 
discernment that their teaching is not scriptural, do not be surprised if there are others around us who do 
not recognize it.  The deceiver does not play fair!   (See 2 Cor. 13:5) 
 

 At the root “heresy” means ‘schisms or divisions in the Church.’  Heresy inherently causes 
schism.  It is defined as one who follows their own self-willed questions or self-chosen 
doctrines not emanating from God.  They are to be avoided.  1 Cor. 11:19; Titus 3:10; 2 Pet 
2:1, Gal. 5:20 
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 Be alert when there are transitions or voids in leadership.  Paul warned that when he left, 
fierce wolves would come in amongst the flock.  Members of David’s own family sought to 
steal the throne as he lay dying.  Pray for God’s protection for the flock and for His chosen 
leaders to stand in the void.   

 Mark those who cause division.  Look for the wolves who are among the sheep.  Matthew 
7:15,16 

 Wolves seek to draw away disciples after themselves.  False teachers and false prophets seek 
followers, to lead them away from the truth Acts 20:29,30; 1 Cor. 4:6-7 (AMP) 

 They went out from us because they were not of us.  1 John 2:19 
 The primary characteristic of a false teacher or false prophet is that their words and teaching 

do not line up with the Word in Spirit or Truth.  The Word is not held as the highest standard 
of truth or scriptures are taken out of context or twisted.  One will often find false teachers 
focus on only certain aspects of the Word that promise peace or prosperity without 
mentioning the cross, sin or need for repentance.  Their messages are often designed to 
“tickle the ears” of their hearers with messages that are pleasant and comfortable.   

 False teaching often promotes unity at the cost of truth.  Note that scripturally truth comes 
before unity amongst believers.  Our unity is based in the truth.   

 We are not to be passive regarding the presence of a false teacher!  In Jesus’ letters to the 
seven churches, He rebuked the churches who tolerated the presence of false teachers in their 
midst even though they did not follow their teachings.  We should pray their false teachings 
will be exposed by those in leadership or authority over them.   

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
6.  Follow the King Himself and not His Servants.  Pray that we would walk in the fear of the LORD, 
loving and drawing close to the LORD.  Protect us from the fear of man that would allow us to become a 
“camp follower” who can be led astray because they are following people. Those who cling to the LORD 
will remain with Him.  There were those who only followed Jesus for what He could do for them, they 
wanted to see His miracles, or to see Him set up an earthly kingdom. Song of Solomon 1:7 

7.  Seek the LORD with your whole heart:   Pray that we will not be satisfied with anything less than 
Jesus Himself as taught in the Word of God.  Pray that we will seek Him with all our hearts. “But the king 
shall rejoice in God; everyone who swears by Him [that is, who binds himself by God’s authority, 
acknowledging His supremacy, and devoting himself to His glory and service alone; every such one] shall 
glory, for the mouths of those who speak lies shall be stopped.”  Psalms 63:11 (AMP) Pray for the Church 
to be kept through the purity and simplicity of devotion to Jesus and His Word of Truth.  2 Cor. 11:2-3   

 
 

 

James 3:14-16 (READ and PRAY through this passage!) describes this person who seeks followers:  
eritheio, dishonorable, a hireling, a person concerned only with his own welfare and susceptible to being 
bribed.  Ambitious self-seeking person, seeking opportunity for promotion, electioneering, a partisan spirit 
seeking opportunity for promotion, electioneering, a partisan spirit that would resort to any method to 
win followers, contention, strife, (see Phil. 1:16) ambition comes from the Latin word meaning for 
promotion, suggests elements of social visibility and approval, popularity, peer recognition, exercise of 
authority over others.  Campaigning for promotion.  (Contrast with Mark 10:42-44)   
 


