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Immanuel 
   “With us is God” 

  
“Now all this happened to fulfill what was declared by the Lord through the prophet when he said, "See, 

a virgin will become pregnant  and give birth to a son,  
and they will name him Immanuel,"  which means, "God with us."   

Matt 1:22-23; Isaiah 7:14  
  

Jesus did not promise that our lives would be free from pain or suffering.  In fact, He promised us that 
we would experience fiery trials, suffering and persecution in this world.  His covenant with us is that He 
would be with us always, a very present help in time of trouble.  His declaration was that He would be 
with us always, even beyond the end of the world.  In this we are to have great peace and freedom from 
fear and dread of evil. 
 
The Word warns us that there will be times of increased persecution in the last days.  The very thought 
of persecution can be horrifying and cause our hearts to tremble with fear and concern that we are not 
ready for such trials.  This reaction is so common that Christians often seek to avoid the topic altogether.  
Jesus warned us what lies ahead so we can have peace.  This peace comes from the knowledge of His 
faithfulness in times of persecution.  In times of perplexity and pain, there are many things we may not 
understand but one thing we can know for certain is that God is good and He is altogether faithful.  This 
is the foundation upon which we need to receive everything else.  John 16:33; Matt. 24:9; John 15:20; 2 
Tim. 3:12 
 
The name “Immanuel” is especially precious to believers undergoing mistreatment or persecution at the 
hands of evil men.  It may seem that evil is prevailing and injustice is victorious.  We can rejoice and 
have faith to stand when we know God is not far away or oblivious to our deepest pain and suffering.  
Jesus especially makes His presence known to His people when they face times of 
persecution.  Believers who have undergone intense persecution report time and again that it was the 
incredible nearness of His Presence that sustained them through their time of trials.   The trial itself can 
become a source of thanksgiving when we experience the nearness of the LORD and His glorious 
presence in our situation. 
 
A Christian brother suffering at the hands of Communists stated, “That I could remain steadfast was only 
possible because of the indwelling of the Holy Spirit.  When things became too rough, I would often hear 
the voice of the Holy Spirit.  He would encourage me and point me to Jesus who had suffered more than 
I.  He assured me that He would keep me from falling.  This gave me power and joy.  I knew I was not 
alone. The Comforter was always with me.”   
 
Comforter, another name for the Holy Spirit, means literally “to come alongside.” It was used in the first 
century of one who is called in to help another and give him aid.”  It was a technical term to describe a 
lawyer in the Greek courts, who was called in to aid the accused.  The word “comforter” is a good 
translation.  This word, coming from the Latin means “one who comes with strength.”   …Thus our great 
Helper, the One Jesus called to the aid of the believer …has taken up His permanent residence in our 
hearts, to stand by, ready to render instant help at any time.  The Holy Spirit was promised to come to 
those belonging to Jesus, to lead them to a deeper knowledge of the Gospel truth, given them strength 
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needed to undergo trials and persecutions of behalf of the divine Kingdom.  (Strong’s Greek & Hebrew 
Dictionary)  
 
Immanuel is a Hebrew word translated literally as “God with us” but an understanding of this Hebrew 
word tell us what this actually menas.  Im is translated  “kinsman (on the father’s side)” and is referred 
to as the messianic name of Jesus.  Jesus is not only our “kinsman” but also our “kinsman redeemer.”  
“Im” is the root that means people, nation or kindred.  It comes from the Hebrew root, “amam” which 
means both to comprehend and to include.  Thus God’s children are viewed as a group of people joined 
together by relationship and unity.  This unity and relationship are portrayed either in a group of men 
joined as a military troop or a flock of sheep.   The Covenant of the LORD is one that unites His people in 
one united people separated from the world.  The root of the word Immanuel “me-im” included two 
other distinct usages:  1) When a person seeks counsel, advice, truth, he asks, inquires or requests from 
someone.  Thus “me-im” indicates the available source from which help is available.  2) Closely related 
to the preceding is the idea of origination.  Signs and wonders come from God.  He also sends forth His 
Word pronouncing sentence, judgment and giving peace.   

The Theological Word Study of the Old Testament noted that the name “Immanuel” gives expression to 
the truth that God has covenanted to be with His people.  The points to be emphasized are: 1) the basic 
conception conveyed is that of fellowship, companionship, common experiences of suffering, prosperity 
etc.; 2) the term can emphasize a common lot regardless of social status, location etc.; 3) the term, as all 
other prepositions, in particular stresses a close relationship.  

The book, “Two Hundred and Eighty Titles and Symbols of Christ has this to say about this name of God:  
“God with us! How full of meaning is this title, To be without God in the world is to be in the most 
wretched state imaginable.  To have God against us, is so terrible as not to be thought of without 
consternation.  But to have God with us is to have everything that can insure our well-being in all 
conditions of life and death.  For an army engaged in thick battle and just ready to give way to the fierce 
onslaught of the foe, to hear the sudden shout, “The general is come.  The King is with us!!”  How 
inspiring!  Such a cry in such a crisis has many times changed the fortune of the day.” 

The name Immanuel gives expression to the truth God had expressed in various ways to his covenant 
people in times previous to Isaiah. He had specifically said that he would be God to Abraham and his 
seed (Gen 17:7). He would go with Jacob (Gen 28:15) and Moses (Exo 3:12). God identified with his 
people saying he had taken them to be his possession (Ex 19:5-6). The angel of his name would go with 
and guard his people (Exo 23:20, 24). To Joshua the word came, "As I was with Moses, so I will be with 
you" (Josh 1:5). To David God said, "I have been with you" (2 Sam 7:9).  

Solomon earnestly prayed that the Lord would be with him and Israel as he had been with David (1Kings 
8:57). By various visible means, i.e. cloud, pillar of fire, and the ark of the covenant the Lord confirmed 
his word. He was with his people. He led, upheld, and blessed them.  

Isaiah, speaking to Ahaz, assured him that the faithful covenant God was present as he had been and as 
he would be in the incarnate Son to be born of the virgin. Thus the past, present, and future intimate 
relationship of God's presence with his people is summed up in the name Immanuel.  
 
Meditate upon the following passages which describe the special ways in which Jesus made His 
presence known to His children who were facing persecution.   
 
Gen. 39:2, 3,21 
 

Ex. 3:12 
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Ex. 23:20, 24 

Deut. 31:6-8 (see Amplified) 

Josh. 1:5-9 

1 Sam 18:14-15 

2 Sam 7:9 

Ps. 46:7,11 

Isa 8:10 

Isa. 41:4 

Isa. 41: 10-13 

Isa. 43:1-5 

Isa. 63:9 

Jer 15:19-21 

Jer 20:11-13  

Jer. 30:10-11 

Daniel 3 (entire chapter) 

Zeph. 3:15-17 

Zech 8:23 

Zechariah 9:9-17 

Matt 18:20 

Matt 28:18-20 

John 1:14 (read in Amplified) 

John 14:15-28 

Heb 13:5-6 

Acts 18:9-10 

2 Cor. 12:9 (Amplified) 

2 Tim 4:17-18  


