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The Secret Place of Prayer   
Part 3:  Our Partnership in His Kingdom 

 Key Scripture:   
  
“…’The people who were sitting in darkness saw a great light, and those who were sitting in the land and 
shadow of death upon them a Light dawned.’  From that time, Jesus began to preach and say, “Repent 
for the Kingdom of Heaven is at hand (or has arrived).”  Matt. 4:15-18 
 
“And he said unto them, When ye pray, say, Our Father which art in heaven, Hallowed be thy name. Thy 
kingdom come. Thy will be done, as in heaven, so in earth.” Luke 11:2 (KJV) 
  
Portion for the Journey: 
 
When Jesus emerged from the wilderness following His forty days of fasting and temptation by 
the devil, He gathered His disciples and began His public preaching and teaching ministry.  His  
message had a common theme, “The Kingdom of Heaven is upon you… the Kingdom has 
arrived… it is here now.”  He declared that He had been sent to proclaim the Good News of the 
Gospel of the Kingdom. His call was for us to cast off our ties and loyalties to this world and be 
born again into His Kingdom.  He wants us to know and conduct ourselves as citizens of the 
Kingdom of God.  As you read the Word, notice that Jesus continually focused on breaking 
people free from thinking in “religious terms” to really understanding His Kingdom in 
Heaven…the Kingdom of His Father.   
 
Matthew 4:23-24 says He was “…proclaiming the Gospel of the Kingdom and healing every kind 
of disease and every kind of sickness among the people….” Even as He preached and healed the 
crowds of people, He made it clear that His teachings were for those who follow Him as 
disciples.  The disciples asked Jesus why he spoke to the crowds in parables that they could not 
understand.  Jesus answered, “To you it has been granted to know the mysteries of the kingdom 
of heaven, but to them, it has not been granted.” A mystery is something that cannot be readily 
explained.  The very nature of a “mystery” is that it is a question for which we do not have easy 
answers. He went on to say, “Blessed are your eyes, because they see; and your ears, because 
they hear.”  Matt. 13:10, 16-17   
 
One of the greatest mysteries of the Kingdom, is our partnership with God in His Kingdom.  
He has chosen believers to be members of His family.  He has chosen the prayers of His people 
to be the means by which His will is implemented on earth. Take a moment to think about this!  
Do we move God when we pray or does He move us to pray?   E. M. Bounds states that “God 
shapes the world through prayer.  The more praying there is, the better the world will be…the 
prayers of the saints are the capital stock of heaven by which God carries out His great work on 
earth. Kay Arthur said, “In a strange mysterious way which I will not understand until my Father 
explains it in person, God has chosen to enlist His children to accomplish His purpose for 
reaching the world and establishing His kingdom on earth!  Mindboggling, isn’t it, when you 
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stop to think about it?  That an omnipotent God would both ordain the prayer of His people, 
and the answers He desires to give them.”   Prov. 16:3    
 
Digging Deeper in the Word:   Let’s pray for the LORD to renew our minds and transform 
our thoughts to line up with His Word regarding His heavenly Kingdom and to give us 
understanding of our role and the place of prayer in His Kingdom:     
                                                                          
God’s plans and counsels for the earth are firmly established.  God is sovereign in all decisions 
concerning the earth.  The administration and enforcement of those decisions linked and in 
some mysterious way dependent on the prayers of the Church.  Prov. 19:20-21; Isa. 46:10-11; 
Eph. 1:11; Isa. 14:24; Ps. 33:11; Matt. 5:18 

 
The prayers of God’s people can elicit an incredible release of God’s power upon the earth.  
Meditate on the heavenly power of the prayers of God’s people before His throne.  Rev. 8:1-5 
(AMP); 2 Cor. 10:3-5; 2 Sam. 22:7-9; James 5:14-17; Acts 16:25-26; 2 Chron. 7:14; Isa. 55:11 

 
If we are to pray effectively, we need to know our identity and place in God’s Kingdom.  
When God created the world, He made man in His image and likeness and gave him dominion 
to rule over all of the earth.   In the Hebrew, the word ‘image’ is ‘selem’ (Strong’s 6754) and 
this word means, ‘to copy or be like God in essential nature, having the same internal and 
external characteristics, such as righteousness, knowledge, holiness, spiritual, intellectual, 
moral qualities, with His ability to reason, personality and capacity for relationship.’  Likeness is 
“demut” (Strong’s 1823) and the meaning is very close, meaning ‘simultude, form, pattern, 
resembling and containing the inward image and moral likeness, coming from His breath 
instilled in us.’  When Adam and Eve sinned, their children were no longer created in the image 
of God, but now they inherited Adam’s sinful image and corrupted nature.  They lost dominion 
over the earth to Satan.  Through Christ’s death and resurrection, those who are born again are 
new creations and are to be restored to Christ’s image.  Satan’s rule was broken.  Jesus was 
given all authority!  Original Image/Dominion: Gen. 1:26-28; Gen. 5:1-3; Rom. 8:26-30; 2 Cor. 
4:4; Col. 1:15-23; 2 Cor. 3:18; 1 Cor. 15: 39-49 Jesus Dominion:  Rev. 11:15-17; Ps. 22:27-28; Dan 
7:13-14; Luke 1:32-33; Heb. 1:1-13; Eph. 1:22 

God seeks to restore our reign and rule with Him.  Note the conditions in these verses.  Dan. 
7:18, 22, 27; 2 Tim. 2:12; Rev. 1;5-6; 3:21; 5:9-10; Eph. 1:17-21; 2:6 

Paul Bilheimer, in his book, “Destined for the Throne,” describes it this way: “The prayer closet 
is the arena that produces the overcomer.  This means that redeemed humanity outranks all 
other orders of created beings in the universe.  Angels are created, not generated, Redeemed 
humanity is both created and generated, begotten of God, bearing His genes. His heredity.  
Through the new birth, the redeemed human being becomes a bona fide member of the cosmic 
family, “next of kin” to the Trinity. …The Church through her resurrection and ascension with 
Christ, is already legally on the throne. Through the use of her weapons of prayer and faith, she 
holds in this present throbbing moment the balance of power in world affairs.  In spite of all her 
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lamentable weaknesses, appalling failures, and indefensible shortcomings, the Church is the 
mightiest force…in the world today.  The only force that is contesting Satan’s total rule in 
human affairs is the Church of the Living God…We are the salt of the earth…the light of the 
world.”  Eph. 2:18-22; 3:12; Matt. 5:13-14; Rom. 8:13-25, 29-30; Luke 12:31-32; 1 Cor. 6:2, 3 
 
We are to be united with the Trinity in the work of the Kingdom.  The Word of God frequently 
refers to believers as “God’s fellow workers” or “fellow workers in the Kingdom.” In the Greek 
means that we are ‘those who cooperate, help or work together, companions in labor, helper.”  
Jesus made it clear we are His friends and family and are very different than a servant in His 
Kingdom.  Before even the world was created, the Father intended for Jesus to have an Eternal 
Companion, a Bride who will share His throne after the marriage supper of the Lamb.  (Rev. 
21:9; Rev. 3:21) Ask the LORD to transform your understanding of your identity in His Kingdom 
and give you a revelation of His plans and purposes for you as His child.  John 17: entire 
chapter, esp. 22-26;  John 14:12-14; 1 Cor. 3:9, 21-23;  3 John 1:8; Eph. 1:17-23; 1 Pet. 2:5; Ps. 
8:5; Rom. 8:28-32 (AMP); 1 Cor. 2:9;  Heb. 9:9-17; 1 John 3:1-2; 1 Cor. 6:17; Rev. 19:5-10 
 
“We are assured and know that [God being a partner in their labor] all things {the entire 
cosmos} work together {are cooperating} and are [fitting into a plan] for good to and for those 
who love God {the Church} and are called according to [His] design and purpose {the bride}.”      
                                      Rom. 8:28 (AMP) plus Paul Bilheimer’s expansion added in brackets {}. 
 
Jesus has directed us to address our prayers to God “Our Father.”  Jesus instructs us to 
approach God’s throne as a child and member of the holy family! Through Jesus we are sons 
and daughters of the King.  Consider God’s qualities as a Father.  Matt. 6:6, 9; Luke 11:2; John 
16:23-28; Eph. 1:17; Eph. 3:14; Ps. 82:6; John 10:30-38; Ps. 89  

 
Jesus gives us access to boldly approach God‘s Throne and grants the authority to pray in His 
Name.  Jesus is Head over all things to the Church.  We cannot enter the throne room of the 
Most High except by Jesus and through His authority. Prayer must be in accord with His Word 
and His character, and must be presented in the same spirit of dependence and submission to 
the will of the Father that marked Jesus’ life.  Our authority to use His name is based on our 
relationship with Him as believers. Acts 19:13-17; Rev. 2:26; John 14:6; 16:23-27; Heb. 1:8; Eph. 
1:22; Luke 22:42; Matt. 10:1; Matt. 28:18-20; Mark 3:15; Mark 6:7; Luke 4:6; 10:19; 19:17; John 
1:19; Matt. 16:19; 18:18 
 
The authority the LORD gave Moses is an excellent example the Lord using man’s prayers.  At 
the start of Moses’ ministry, the LORD gave him the “rod of authority.” It was used many times 
as Moses and Aaron confronted Pharaoh.  In this passage, they confront the Amalekites, fierce, 
violent warriors, who were known for attacking the stragglers or those lagging behind.  They 
were the descendants of Esau who sold his birthright for a bowl of soup.  The Amalekites 
frequently represent the works of the flesh.  Ex. 4:3; Ex. 17:8-16   
 
The Holy Spirit is essential to our prayers.  According to Vine’s, there is no instance in the NT 
where is prayer addressed specifically to the Holy Spirit.  We are directed to pray to our Father 
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in Heaven and He will send the Holy Spirit in Jesus’ Name.  The Holy Spirit is essential when we 
pray both to help us know how to pray and to anoint our prayers with His power.  He is the sole 
interpreter of the needs of the human heart.  He makes His intercession through us.  Believers 
are exhorted to pray at all seasons in the Spirit Jas. 5:16, the last clause of which should 
probably be read "the inwrought by the Holy Spirit] supplication of righteous man availeth 
much' (or 'greatly prevails' ischyō, as in Acts 19:16, 20).  E.M. Bounds, in his book, “The 
Possibilities of Prayer” said, “Not on a little process and a mere performance of prayer is the 
coming of the Holy Spirit and His great grace conditioned, but on prayer set on fire, by an 
unquenchable desire, with such a sense of need as cannot be denied, with a fixed 
determination which will not let go, and which will never faint till it wins the greatest good and 
gets the best and last blessing God has in store for us.”  Rom. 8:15, 26-27, John 6:63; 14:16-17, 
26; 15:26; 16:14; 1 Cor. 2:4, 9-13; 14:15; Joel 2:28; Eph. 6:18; Jude 1:20; Zech. 4:6 
 
The LORD has commanded us to pray – to ask, to seek and to knock.  Six times He promises 
that if we “ask whatever we will” He will bring it to pass.  In the Greek, these words are present 
and progressive, meaning “ask and keep asking,” “seek and keep seeking,” and “Knock and 
keep knocking.”  We need to press in to His Word until we see His promises fulfilled.  John 
14:13-14; 15:7-8, 16; 16:23-24; 26-27; Eph. 3:20; 1 John 5:14-15; Matt. 7:7-8 
 
Prayer is calling forth what God has already purposed in establishing His plans on earth.    He 
instructs us to pray “that His will may be done on earth, as it is in heaven.”  Prayer is not 
begging God to do something.  It is not overcoming reluctance in God.  We are given power of 
attorney to use Christ’s authority. When we pray His Word, we are calling for the fulfillment of 
His Word according to His will.  It is enforcing Christ’s victory over Satan. Matt. 6:10; 16:19-20; 
18:18-19; Ps. 115:16; Luke 9:1; Luke 10:17-19; John 20:21-23 
 
Examples:  When God chose to bring judgment upon Israel, He used Elijah to deliver His 
judgment and to pray for the judgment to fall, and for it to be ended.  Read James 5:16-18; 1 Ki. 
17:1-7; 18:1-2, 41-46 to see the interworking between the LORD’s direction and Elijah’s prayers.  
His Kingdom to be established on earth:  Ps. 2:8; Matt. 6:9-13 To revive a nation or city:   Isa. 
61:11, Isa. 62   Pray for the Holy Spirit:  Acts 1:4, 13-14, Acts 2:1-4; Daniel 9:2-3, 20-23; Ezra 9 
and Neh. 9 follow Daniel chronologically.  Nehemiah is actually last book before the coming of 
Jesus.    

Knowing His Will through meditation on the Word of God is our key to praying. The Word is 
the raw material of our prayers.  God’s Word, the sword of the Spirit, is the most powerful 
means given to us to pray in God’s will and with His power.  His Word has the creative power to 
create worlds, to bring forth life, to send light and truth into darkness and confusion and bring 
order.   He makes His purposes clear through His Word.  As we seek His Word and pray, we 
participate in His purpose being accomplished on earth.  Kynan Bridges, in his book, ‘The Power 
of Unlimited Faith: Living in the Miraculous Every Day,” stated, “Every miracle begins with the 
Word.  If you want to experience miracles in your life, it must begin with the Word.  …the Word 
of God is pregnant with the miracle working power of God…. you must first gain access to the 
Word of God…Most Christians spend very little time studying the Word of God on a regular 
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basis.  There is a cry in America for a move of God’s Spirit, but virtually every move of God 
recorded in the Bible begins with the Word.”   Josh. 1:1-9; John 15:7-8, 16; Ps. 138:2-3; Heb. 
4:12; 1 John 5:14; Eph. 6:17; Jer. 23;28-19; John 8:32; Ps. 107:20; Ps. 119:45, 130; Isaiah 55:11-
12 (AMP)   

We are meant to be fully engaged in prayer.  As we focus on the LORD and meditate on His 
Word, the Holy Spirit awakens our spirits and engages our hearts and wills to pray.  Note the 
phrases accompanying this type of prayer: continually, incessant, without intermission, 
unabated, ceaseless strength, ‘laboring 'earnestly' or lit., 'stretched out, agony, great zeal and 
without ceasing.  Ask the LORD grant the yearning desire…to stir up your heart … to take hold of 
God in Spirit-filled prayers to wrestle for His Kingdom.  Epaphras  Col. 4:2, 12-13; Acts 6:4, 12:5 
Isa. 66:8; 2 Tim. 3:16-17; Heb. 4:12; Jer. 1:11-12; Mark 16:14; Luke 22:44;  Isa. 64:7; Rom. 12:12, 
Phil. 4:6 

Faith is essential to prayer.  Without faith we cannot receive anything from God in prayer.  “By 
faith we understand that the worlds were framed by the Word of God, so that the things which 
are seen were not made of things visible.”  Heb. 11:3 Faith means to be fully persuaded, pistes, 
means to have confidence or conviction of the truth.  Conviction is strong persuasion or belief.  
Faith means to be fully persuaded to the truth of God’s Word. It means being fully persuaded of 
what the Word of God says without reservation or hesitation.  Faith is an action word.  It is a 
muscle.  The more we use it the stronger it gets.  The Bible is filled with the accounts of normal 
men and women who completed astonishing things for God.  What set them apart or defined 
them?  They made a right response to something God has said. Faith is the recognition and the 
committal of ourselves and our matters to the faithfulness of God.  It is the inner recognition 
and positive response to the Word of God.  Prayers without faith have no power. Unbelief in 
the Word is the greatest cause of prayerlessness.  Rom. 10:17; Luke 1:45; Matt. 13:58; Luke 
8:25; Mark 4:40; Mark 6:6; Matt. 17:20; John 20:27; Matt. 21:21-22; Mark 11:22-24; Jas. 1:5-8, 
John 14:12-14; 15:7; 5:15; Ps. 149:5-9; Heb. 11:6 

Praise and worship are the highest forms of prayer.  Satan fears praise more than prayer, 
because God inhabits the praises of His people.  God’s presence always expels Satan. 2 Chron. 
20:20,23; Ps. 22:3; James 4:7; Ps. 34:1; Ps. 84:4; Ps. 57:7; Heb. 13:15; James 4:7; Ps. 80:1; 99:1; 
Isa. 37:16; Eph. 5:19 
 
 

What the LORD has spoken to me: 
 

Responding to the LORD in prayer!  
 
 


